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Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
Here we are in September, and marking the beginning of a new Connexional year, as 
well as a new academic year. In some Methodist churches the annual Covenant 
Service is celebrated on the first Sunday in September as a way of renewing 
commitment as the cycle of church life begins again. 
 
This year we will not be meeting in person to begin the new Connexional year, and for 
that reason the words of the Covenant Prayer seem more poignant and more essential 
than ever: 
 
I am no longer my own but yours. 
Put me to what you will, 
rank me with whom you will; 
put me to doing, 
put me to suffering; 
let me be employed for you 
or laid aside for you, 
exalted for you 
or brought low for you; 
let me be full, 
let me be empty, 
let me have all things, 
let me have nothing; 
I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things 
to your pleasure and disposal. 
 
They are poignant words because for so many of us the experience of this ongoing 
pandemic is one of suffering, of being laid aside and brought low, of being empty and 
having nothing. And these feelings are focussed on the ongoing closure of our church 
building, a second home for many of us: the place where we expect to find comfort and 
purpose, fulfilment and fellowship. 
 
And yet these words are more essential than ever! The repeated refrain, “…for you…” 
reminds us over and over again, that even in these disconnected and distressing 
circumstances, we remain held in God’s Covenant: It assures us that we can live out 
our discipleship just as truly in these hard times as we do in the good times.  
 
The powerful emphasis of the Covenant Service is on community. The Bible readings 
all focus on God’s covenant with the beloved community and the corporate response 
to God’s grace. The liturgy reminds us that, “we have entered this covenant not for 
ourselves alone, but as God’s servants and witnesses…” As a Covenant Community 
we are called to share in one another’s experiences of doing and suffering, fullness 
and emptiness and to bear them together.  
 
Sometimes in our individual lives we are called to choose emptiness, that others might 
be full or to choose to be brought low, that others might be exalted. When we suffer, 



when we are laid aside, this is not just an inconvenient interruption in our life of 
discipleship – it is itself the very path to which we are called to follow Christ. 
 
And this is true of us as a church community as well. It may be that we are called by 
God to accept the temporary closure of our building, so that other parts of society can 
re-open, particularly those organisations that serve the most vulnerable – for that is the 
work of Christ. Perhaps the temporary closure of our building is not just an 
inconvenient interruption to our communal worshipping life, but the most precious and 
valuable sacrifice our community can make, the most powerful act of witness to God’s 
sacrificial love that we can offer in this time of global suffering. 
 
Of course, this is not at all what we want to hear. But in the Covenant Service John 
Wesley himself reminded us: 
“Christ has many services to be done: 
some are easy, others are difficult; 
some bring honour, others bring reproach; 
some are suitable to our natural inclinations and material interests, 
others are contrary to both; 
in some we may please Christ and please ourselves; 
in others we cannot please Christ except by denying ourselves.” 
 
The COVID-Security Strategy Group is working very hard on all the practical measures 
that we must put in place to keep one another safe when we do open the building. You 
can find details of our progress in this edition of the magazine, and we will send 
everybody detailed information and instructions before finally opening the doors. We 
are doing all we can to ensure we can open safely when it is right to do so. 
 
Alongside all this practical work, we are constantly asking ourselves, “What is God 
asking of us?” Is this a moment when we are called to please ourselves or to deny 
ourselves? We must not expect always to be called to the easy services Christ has to 
be done. 
 
This applies to us as individuals as well as our community. When we do re-open, it is 
essential that we all consider not only ourselves, but also one another. We must each 
ask ourselves, whether we might be called to stay at home in order to protect others – 
and not only other members of our congregation, but also others we come into contact 
with in daily life, and those who might be affected if we ourselves were to contract 
COVID-19. 
 
We live in a time of very difficult choices, when we all need to accept Covenant 
sacrifices. But we do so with God’s unfailing promise: 
“Yet the power to do all these things is given to us in Christ,  
who strengthens us.” 
Amen. 
 
With love, 
 
Anna. 



Re-opening of our Premises 

 

As we all are aware the government has relaxed restrictions for worship – and many 

Churches are now opening – and we know that our members and congregation are 

asking when is SMC reopening? 

The good news is that the Church is planning to reopen for its first service on 

October 4th. The Covid Group are working very hard to ensure all the risk 

assessments are ready and that your worship at SMC will be safe. This does mean 

worship will be different. 

1. There will be no singing 

2. There will be no chatting before or afterwards 

3. Masks are to be worn 

4. Places will have to be booked and places restricted 

5. We will not be able to serve refreshments 

6. Only one toilet – (the disabled one by the Welcome area will be available) 

We know it is not what we are used to - but it is a start which is important. 

We are asked by the government to discourage people who have had shielding letters 

from attending initially and we ask that you take responsibility for your own health and 

safety. But please also consider others - not only those who you may have contact with 

whilst at Church but the potential risks to other people in your lives (such as carers, 

drivers, relations etc) which might be exacerbated by the increased social interactions 

brought about by attending worship. We also ask that if you have been able to watch 

the online services at home, then maybe you continue to do so, to give people the 

opportunity to attend who have been unable to access the weekly online worship 

services. 

Please think carefully before you register your interest to attend. 

As we are a large community building it has been decided by the COVID- Security 

Strategy Group to stagger and zone the reopening of the building – so each reopening 

can be progressed safely, after careful risk assessments have been completed. You 

will be able to see the guidelines the group are following from the links in each section. 

Our zones are:- 

1. Sanctuary Zone - comprising the Sanctuary, the Welcome Area, the accessible 
toilet in the Welcome Area and the Balcony (for authorised users only). 

2. Office Zone – comprising the stairs, the upstairs hallway, the office and the 
upstairs toilets only (access to this entire zone strictly restricted to Liz and Sarah 
and subject to Government Workplace Guidelines). 

3. Hall Zone - comprising rear door and hallway, rear accessible toilet, and the hall. 
 

 



Our planned reopening programme is as follows: - 
 
Phase One (from 20th September) 
 
Trial opening of Sanctuary Zone for Sunday mornings with a small invited congregation 
to share pre-recorded worship. 
Opening of Office Zone. 
 
Phase Two (from 4th October) 
 
Re-opening of Sanctuary Zone for Sunday morning worship, with numbers restricted to 
36 and on the basis of pre-booking and strict adherence to COVID-Security 
Restrictions. 
 
Phase Three (date to be confirmed, based on review of Phase Two) 
 
Re-opening of Hall Zone to uniformed organisations only, subject to approval of their 
formal risk assessments by Church Council and the acting Superintendent, and to their 
signing of a disclaimer. 
 
Phase Four (date to be confirmed, based on review of Phases Two and Three) 
 
Re-opening of Coffee Bar, subject to implementation of all measures directed in 
Government Guidance and Methodist Church Guidance: 
 
Phase Five (date to be confirmed, based on review of previous Phases) 
 
Implementation of regular and rigorous cleaning regime and possibly reopening the 
Sanctuary Zone to other Church groups, such as Spectrum and Wednesday Prayers. 
 
The Church Council, advised by the COVID group must reserve the right to pause or 
reverse movement from one phase to the next, and to review any proposed dates for 
movement from one stage to the next. In other words, if conditions are in any way 
unsafe, we would return to a previous phase, or not progress to the next stage. 
 
The guidelines we are following can be found under government guidance and also the 
Methodist Church website.  
 
Jim Gillings will be sending everyone in the congregation a letter towards the end of 
September, re the reopening of Church for Sunday services which we hope you will 
find useful and informative. 
 
The next update will be in the October newsletter. 

God Bless, 
 
Sue Gilbert 
SMC Covid Group 



Biblical Food Quiz! 

(according to the Authorised Bible answers may be slightly different in other 

versions) 

 

1.Who was famous for eating locusts? 

2. Which four faithful young men refused to eat the rich foods of the king of 

Babylon? 

3. Who traded his bread -and- lentil stew for his brother’s birthright? 

4. Who had a baker who made pastries for him? 

5. Which incident in David’s life caused people to bring him all manner of foods? 

6. According to the Law what food composed the Passover meal? 

7. Which old man was deceived when his son dressed in goatskin gloves and 

presented him with a meal of cooked goat? 

8. Who served cheese, milk, and veal to the Lord when he made his appearance 

in the form of three men? 

9. What did Ezekiel’s edible scroll taste like in his mouth? 

10. Which judge of Israel cooked an angel a meal that included a pot of broth? 

11. In what book of the Bible is Canaan first described as a land flowing with milk 

and honey? 

12. What prized animal was killed when the prodigal son returned home? 

13. In what country did the Hebrews feed on cucumbers, melons, leeks onions 

and garlic? 

14. When Jacob’s sons made a second trip to Egypt, what food did they bring with 

them for Joseph? 

15. Who ate honey out of a lion’s carcass? 

16. Who cursed a fig tree for not bearing fruit? 

17. What miraculous food resembled coriander seed? 

18. What ominous winged creature is described as unclean in the Law? 

19. What prophet purified some deadly stew and a water supply? 

20. What herdsman and fruit picker prophet had a vision of ripe fruit? 

 

Contributed by Jackie Weddell.   (see page 22 for answers) 



GRAND DECLUTTERING SALE 

All proceeds to Christian Aid  

to help fight COVID-19  

in poorer countries 

 

SATURDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER 

Harnham Church Hall Field 

Lower Street, Harnham. 

2pm - 4.30 pm 

Come and hunt for bargains! 

 
This will be a car boot style sale with social distancing. If you would like to run 

a stall of your own please contact Paul Butler 01722 324 504 

paulbutler139@gmail.com 

 

 

 

"As broken-hearted as God must be over what we have done to the gift of creation, 

God still has a dream. . . . God dreams that humans seek spiritual rather than 

material progress. God’s dream envisions a just world at peace because gratitude 

has dissolved anxiety and generosity has eclipsed greed. God dreams of a time 

when love and mutual respect will bind humanity together, and the profound beauty 

of creation will be treasured. Let us embrace God’s dream as our own. Suddenly, 

the horizon of our hope comes nearer. As we live into God’s dream, we will 

rediscover who we truly are and all of creation will be singing." 

Jim Antal, Climate Church, Climate World: How People of Faith Must Work for 

Change (Rowman & Littlefield: 2018)  

 



Green Grace 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and accepta-

ble and perfect.  
Romans 12: 2 

Spread the love – spread the Green!  
By Grace Bishop  

 
I went to a Zoom call which was based on climate. It was a webinar called Green 
Agents of Change and it was run by the Methodist Church. I did this on 22 nd  August  
2020 at about 10 AM . Because it was on Zooooom we didn’t have to bother about Social 
distancing. 

It was run by Lynne Norman, the Children, Youth and Family Development Officer of the 
Methodist Church, and Phoebe Parkin, Methodist Youth President. I had fun.  

 

There were lots of other children from all around the country on the call. There were 
other adults on the call too, including Emily Roe, the Methodist Youth Rep to the 
British Youth Council, Andy Dye, who is a World Church Relations Officer and James 
Appleby, a Methodist COP26 Worker.  After we had introduced ourselves we were 
shown a video by another adult (Roxanne Bainbridge) who is the Methodist Youth 
Rep to the World Methodist Council and works for a charity called All We Can. The 
video was made by her colleague (Matt) and it sounds like a charity I would like to 
donate to.  

 

Phoebe asked us to draw our dream world and here is mine:  



I drew it like this because I would like the earth to be full of love and plants.  We then 
were split up into 2 groups. In our groups we shared and explained our drawings. 
Other children had drawn electric cars and teamwork. 

 

Then Phoebe put a white board up and we all set to work, writing what we thought 
were the obstacles to our dream worlds becoming real. I hope you can read this: 



 

We then joined the other group and showed each other our whiteboards.  

 

Then we were shown two interesting videos from the COP26 workers, James 
Appleby (who was present) and Mollie (who was on holiday). COP26 workers help 
the church to persuade the people at the UN Climate Change Conference in 
November 2021 in Glasgow to help stop Climate change. In the video, James 
introduced Domino, his cat and then Domino joined us live in the Zoom call. 

 

Then we were asked to tell our stories of what we did and do to help stop Climate 
Change. One girl met her MP and makes her own yoghurt. Two sisters have solar 
panels, no car, shop second hand and fairtrade and made a petition.  Another girl 
tries not to buy plastic. I said how I went to a protest and that we make our own soap 
and cleaning products.  

 

After that we went into our groups again and wrote down the things that the 
Methodist Church could do to help us to be Green Agents of Change. We had 
fewer ideas so parents mainly wrote ideas. Here is the suggestion board for my 
group (some bits got cut off—sorry): 



Fun, Music and Cats  

I felt that I had to give this paragraph a title to give you a hint of the fun. There were 
two songs called “Touch the sky” and “You’re still God.” Another girl recommended a 
book called “No one is too small to make a difference” by Greta Thunberg. I will read 
it soon. Then came the cats! We all did a show and tell of our cats. I showed our 
Maisie and there was a cat called Madame Curie. Obviously Domino was there too. 

 

Conclusion  

 

This was a wonderful opportunity for many things. I made new friends, I learnt about 
nature having needs as well as us and I came up with new ideas to make this world 
a greener place. It made me want to speak in my school assembly again and meet 
up with the other Green Agents. It made me proud that SMc uses solar panels. The 
meeting made me want to ask CHYPS to use eco-friendly resources, such as 
compostable brown paper sticky tape and biodegradable glue and glitter. I hope the 
next church holiday could be in a place with lots of green space and that has a low 
Carbon Footprint. I really love all our delicious church meals and I would love to 
persuade the church catering group to make church meals fairtrade, organic, local, 
use less meat and if we have meat let it be from happy animals. 

 

This meeting was a wonderful influence on me to help a little bit more in being 
green. 

 

Grace Bishop.  

DID YOU KNOW...that GDP is not the only way to measure economic strength? 

“The Happy Planet Index measures what matters: sustainable wellbeing for all. It tells us 

how well nations are doing at achieving long, happy, sustainable lives.” 

It combines four elements to show how efficiently residents of different countries are 

using environmental resources to lead long, happy lives. 

Wellbeing: 6.9/10 

 Life expectancy: 80.4 years 

Inequality of outcome: 9% 

Ecological Footprint: 4.9 gha/p 
 

The United Kingdom achieves a Happy 
Planet Index Score of  31.9  and 
ranks 34th of all the 140 
countries analysed.  But our 
Ecological Footprint is  107th 
out of 140 countries!  



PASTORAL PAGE 
 

(Please ensure that you have permission from the people concerned or their 
relatives before sending items for this page to Sandra Gunstone.) 
 
Our thoughts and prayers are with those who are suffering at home or in hospital. 
We are thinking also of those who are living alone or caring for a relative at home 
through this difficult time. Please contact your Pastoral Visitor or Sandra Gunstone if 
you would like to speak to one of our Supernumerary Ministers. 
 
Please pray for Jenny and Michael Franklin who are both in hospital at this time. We 
send our love and blessings to them both. We have been asked to say that cards 
would be appreciated. Please ask Sandra or Anna for details. 
 
It is with sadness that we have heard from John Hudson that Joan Hudson has 
passed away. John wrote the following:  
 
‘Dear Church Team 

 

I am writing to let you know that my mother Joan Hudson passed away on Tuesday, three 

weeks short of her 97th birthday. You possibly remember her as a regular visitor to your 

church during the nearly 50 years she and my father Winston lived in Salisbury. After he 

died in 2013 she stayed another 4 years in Salisbury – living at Elizabeth Court, but by then 

was sadly too infirm to go to church. I do believe your Minister visited her at home from 

time to time, for which she was very grateful.  

 

 Mum moved to a care-home in Lymm near Warrington in 2017 – close to where my 

brother Paul lives with his wife. She continued to enjoy life until around Easter this year 

when she contracted Covid-19. She appeared to recover from this but in June was admitted 

to hospital where oesophageal cancer was diagnosed. She was given weeks to live and she 

finally succumbed in a nursing home on Tuesday afternoon. During her time in Lymm she 

was taken to church quite regularly – either to the nearby Methodist church or to the 

United Reformed church just down the road from her care-home.  

 

We were hoping to hold her funeral in one of these but they are closed for corona 

reasons. The service will probably now be at St Mary’s – the Lymm Anglican church. She 

will then be cremated and then, according to her wishes, her ashes will be buried at sea – 

outside Liverpool harbour – symbolising her arrival there by sea from Canada at the end of 

1945 to marry my Dad. I am not sure if your team or any of your congregation remember 

her, but I know your church community was very important to her and thought you should 

know of her passing. If anybody would like to contact me, please feel free to do so by email 

or to the address below. (contact Sandra Gunstone for those details please.) 

Best regards and many thanks for your support to Mum over the years   John Hudson’ 

 



Congratulations and love are sent to all who have or will be celebrating a 
special occasion.  We would love to share your news so please do not forget 
to let your Pastoral Visitor know of anything you wish to share with others – 
through the Newsletter.  
 
Congratulations to: 
 
Katrina Dixon who has received a 25 year Long Service Award from Salisbury 
District Hospital. 
 
Finlay Dixon passed all his GCSE’s. We wish him well and he will now be attending 
Salisbury 6th Form College 
 
Good luck to Orrin Dixon who is starting at Bishop Wordsworth’s School. 
 
Happy Birthday to Jago Dixon who will be 10 years old on 13 September. 
 
Love and best wishes to Jim Gillings who celebrates his 70th birthday on 
25 September. 
 
Please telephone your pastoral visitor even if you only want a chat. We are 
always here for you!!! 
I would like to thank all Pastoral Visitors for their care of others during this difficult time and if you 
would like to become a Pastoral Visitor please let me know. (Sandra Gunstone Pastoral Sec.)   
 

 
GET CONNECTED!! 

 
  

As we face an uncertain winter, the Salisbury 
Circuit is planning a project to enable as many 
people as possible to watch online worship and 
connect with one another on the internet.  
 
As part of this our two Outreach Workers, Linda 
Hayman (SMc) and Christine Fordham 
(Bemerton), will be offering to come and show 
people how straightforward and easy it is! 

 
 
They can offer training, support and encouragement in person (subject to 
COVID-19 restrictions) to get you feeling confident in joining in with online 
worship. 
 
 
If you would like their help, please let Anna know before 23rd September. 



AN OPEN LETTER TO THE SMC COVID STRATEGY GROUP 
 

A few weeks ago I wrote an email to Anna and the SMc Eco Group in response 
to a request for thoughts on possible ways forward. One or two people thought 
that my disjointed ramblings raised questions that might be worth consideration 
by a wider audience. 

Firstly I want to thank the Covid Group for the careful, painstaking, loving work 
that they are doing. But heart-breaking too, for it is very obvious that we cannot 
go back to what we were before. Jim Gillings, Rev Anna and Reverend Bryan 
Coates have all spelt out for us some of the major features of Sunday worship 
that will have to be done differently – no singing, no opportunities to meet and 
greet friends, no coffee, social distancing, maybe having to wear a mask, a 
strict limit on numbers, a booking system, etc. 

All these are sources of pain and unhappiness to many of us. But for me there 
are deeper questions about how we can ‘be church’ if we are not able to invite 
and welcome the wider community into ‘our’ space, either on a Sunday or 
throughout the week. I strongly believe that we, in the widest sense need to ask 
questions about ‘What is the church for? What does God require of us? (other 
than to try in some way to get back to what we were), What does the world 
(God’s world) need us to be? And where does Sunday worship fit into that? 

In a letter in the 14th August Methodist Recorder the Rev Dr Andrew Pratt urges 
the Church to reconsider our priorities - ‘In the Church, many are still trying to 
return to “normal” - to things as they were. Instead, in society and in the Church, 
we need to recognise that we are in this for the long run and to adapt to a 
different situation for this “long run”. He asks – ‘what are we going to do and 
what are we going to stop doing?’ And that ‘love of our neighbour, loving the 
individual’ is more important than the preservation of the institution’. 

I know that for some of us getting back into our building with our friends is very 
important, no matter on what terms or in what circumstances. 

But I so much hope that that eagerness (understandable though it is) is not 
putting you, the Covid Group, under inappropriate pressure. Yours is an 
unenviable task of trying to ensure the safety of all who will come into our 
building – those who are vulnerable or have limited mobility, as well as any who 
might not ‘get’ social distancing, those who might get carried away in their 
enthusiasm, or may need frequent visits to the toilet. And in amongst all this, 
knowing that the unfamiliar safety requirements will feel strange and cause 
many people to feel unhappy and frustrated. 

I want to thank you, the Covid Group for the huge commitment of time and care 
that you are giving. My prayers and, I am sure, the prayers of many are with 
you. 

Your brief, is to work out how Sunday worship might take place. The task of all 
of us is to try to discern how we can ‘be church’ and serve God and his world in 
these new and unfamiliar times. 

My grateful thanks, may God bless you, 

Jane Taylor. 



Pause for Prayer 

 

Your children are not your children. 

They are the sons and daughters of Life's longing for itself. 

They come through you but not from you. 

And though they are with you, they belong not to you. 

You may give them your love but not your thoughts. 

For they have their own thoughts. 

You may house their bodies but not their souls, 

For their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow, 

Which you cannot visit, not even in your dreams. 

You may strive to be like them, but seek not to make them like you. 

For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday. 

You are the bows from which your children as living arrows are sent forth. 

The archer sees the mark upon the path of the infinite. 

And He bends you with His might that His arrows may go swift and far. 

Let your bending in the archer's hands be for happiness; 

For even as He loves the arrow that flies, 

So He loves the bow that is stable. 

Khalil Gibran 

 

https://www.poemhunter.com/khalil-gibran/


The Methodist Church – Salisbury Circuit 

Report on the Responses to the July Questionnaire about Re-opening 

for Worship 

In early July I circulated, as widely as possible, a letter about the possible re-

opening of the Churches of our Circuit, primarily – at least initially - for 

Worship. In that letter I invited as many people as possible to answer seven 

very basic questions.  A month on, I want at least to try to summarise the 

responses that I have received.  In all I received almost 60 replies – mainly by 

email.  Some of these replies represented the views of a household or a 

group and not just one person.  In one case there were the collated opinions 

of a whole congregation. 

Thank you to all those who have responded and thank you also to those who 

have expressed their thanks for being asked! 

As you can imagine the views expressed cover a very broad spectrum. There 

is a proverb somewhere about asking three people for their opinion and 

receiving four very different answers! 

Not unsurprisingly, the over-riding response is that people have missed the 

fellowship of the Church. What is perhaps more surprising is that, in your 

responses, the fellowship of meeting with each other has taken pride of place 

over even the Worship. People miss meeting each other – whether in Church 

Services, over coffee after Service, in house-groups or Guild meetings or in 

some of the outreach activities (Bourne Café). 

People are missing Worship and, time after time, it is the music and 

especially the singing of our faith that the responses mention. Very clearly 

people have said that, to Methodist people,singing is a vital element of their 

faith as well as the formal Worship and they are troubled about the prospect 

of resuming Worship under the present restrictions that prohibit singing. 

Surprisingly, few people have mentioned Communion. 

There is huge appreciation for the variety of Worship material that has been 

made available by the ministers and great gratitude for all the time, effort and 

technological skill that has made daily and weekly streamed Services 

available. That is coupled to a real concern for those not able to handle the 

technology. A significant majority of replies, while concerned about the 

workload pressures, have indicated that they would like the written and online 

Services and Biblical material to continue. 

There have been comments about the words of hymns on the screen having 

facilitated a renewed focus on their meaning. Pictures of the Church flower 

arrangements are valued. The liveliness of children is missed. 



Some, understandably, are very apprehensive about a return to Church. One 

respondent’s self-description was ‘extremely vulnerable’. Several people have 

expressed concern about re-opening too soon. That is matched by all the 

comments people have made about our need to care for and to provide for 

those not able to come to Church.There is real concern for the groups who 

use our premises – and the work of the church in reaching out to them. 

There are other views. In support of an early return to our Church buildings 

for Worship, one person reported of streamed Services that they feel more of 

a spectator than a worshipper. Another warns that ‘faith is impoverished when 

we downplay the gathering and the gathering in significant places.’ The 

spiritual value of Church is emphasised in the view that ‘the Word of God is 

more Immediate’ in Church itself. People are acutely aware of all the work 

demanded by the regulations for a return. There were questions about both 

outdoor Services and the use of the Hall for Worship. 

By and large, it seems that the personal focussed pastoral care offered during 

lockdown has been superb and all the ‘keeping in touch’ phone calls greatly 

valued. 

Thank you again to everyone who has responded. 

Bryan Coates         August 2020 

 

In August the now virtual monthly Prayers for Peace and Justice led by Pip 
Carter used this prayer by Graham Turner. It comes from his book of 
Alternative Collects. He was the author of the book most recently studied by 
the SMC Reading Group.       Barbara Hickman 
 
O Lord, 

We live in a world of tragic pain and pointless loss. 
The innocent suffer. 
The down-trodden languish. 
People of goodwill agonise over the pain of the world. 
But who are we, as an inconsequential people, 
To do anything about all of this? 
Yet you choose what is despised and lowly 
To defeat and overcome evil. 
So help us to love the cruellest of enemies, 
To be patient in testing times, 
And to hold on to what is good. 
May our love be genuine and our actions thoughtful and kind. 
We do not need great wealth - you are all the riches we need. 

Amen 



Our Zambia link 

The sad news from Zambia is that deaths from coronavirus have continued to 

rise rapidly during August. The hope is that, as the weather gets warmer during 

September, the virus will be less prevalent. 

 The better news from Zambia is that, because of much more rain, after years 

of drought, electricity supply has improved. Most of Zambia’s electric power is 

generated from the Kariba Dam hydroelectric scheme. For several years there has 

been too little water in Lake Kariba, and so for hours each day Zambia suffered 

power cuts. These are much rarer now. 

 At St John’s United Church of Zambia congregation, our link church in Lusaka, 

people are worshipping together after months of no worship in church, and people 

are singing and dancing in worship again, though some are wearing face masks 

while they do. 

 It is hoped that all pupils will be able to be in school when the new term begins 

in September. During last term only pupils in public exam classes were in school. 

 Zambia is getting back to normal, and church life too is resuming in full, but 

there is plenty to catch up on. In particular church finances suffered during 

lockdown; ministers and other church employees were not paid for a couple of 

months, because no church collections were being taken. 

 Please continue to pray for our partner congregation in Zambia, especially the 

minister, Revd Godfrey Gama and his family, as they minister to people bereaved by 

COVID-19 and work with people who lost their income during lockdown. 

Cecil King 

 

WANTED - PUNTERS FOR BARGAINS 
 
This last May Christian Aid Week didn’t happen in its customary house-to-house 

way but local Christian Aid supporters have been de-cluttering and are coming 

together for a bumper sale on Harnham Church Hall field on Saturday September 5 

from 2.00 to 4.30 pm, accessible by Reds Bus No 5.  Yes, we have been in 

lockdown in Salisbury with all its implications but, as always, those further afield in 

developing countries and without our marvellous NHS etc have had a far worse 

time.  So this is Salisbury’s time and opportunity to help Christian Aid to help those 

in such dire circumstances and poverty.  After all we are all part of the human race. 

 

Salisbury Christian Aid Committee 

 



Orrin and Jago’s Jokes 

 

What’s a foot long and slippy? 

A slipper! 

 

Why did the fish train to be an astronaut? 

It wanted to visit trouter space! 

 

What time do tennis players go to bed? 

Tennish! 

 

Why is basketball the messiest sport? 

The players dribble everywhere! 

 

Why couldn’t the dog take part in the marathon? 

It wasn’t part of the human race! 

 

What do whales like to chew? 

Blubbergum! 

 

What’s the best time to go to the dentist? 

Tooth hurty! 



Fairtrade Shop 
 
 

We are delighted to report that over the last 4 weeks we have sold approximately 
£500 worth of goods, our highest total since lockdown began! As a result of this 
continued steady trading we have been able to send a donation of £100 to the 
Traidcraft Exchange Recovery Appeal which was mentioned in the August 
Newsletter. Thank you so much to our loyal customers for your continued support. 
New customers always welcome - weekly Tuesday deliveries continue to be made. 
 
Traidcraft is now stocking a new recycled and sustainable stationery range from 
Vent for Change, a Bristol-based stationery brand that supports children’s education 
projects worldwide, as well as having the needs of the environment at the heart of 
everything they do. It recycles all kinds of materials from leather to old CD cases 
and transforms them into beautiful stationery items – notebooks, notepads, 
sketchbooks, pens and pencils. Proceeds from every VENT product sold go towards 
global education projects getting children back into school. These will feature in the 
new Autumn/Winter catalogue, available soon, but can be viewed online now at 
traidcraftshop.co.uk. We would be happy to take orders in time for the start of the 
new school/college year and our customers would benefit from a small price 
reduction! 
 
A range of Fairtrade reusable cotton masks are also available to order at £3.50 
each. For further information please contact Monica (01722 743700) or look online. 
 
Monica Gillings (on behalf of Fairtrade team) 
 

 

For all SMc Keyholders 
 
While the church has been closed only very few people have been into the building 
for specific duties and purposes, adhering at all times to the Government and 
Methodist church guidelines. The new Track and Trace legislation now requires a 
record of those people. 
 
As you enter by the back door there is a sign in sheet, so we know where you have 
been, the reason for your visit and for how long you stayed. There is also hand 
sanitiser and wet wipes for door handles and other surfaces which you touch. A 
deep clean is required unless the room/s remain empty for the following 72 hours, 
therefore our keyholders are being discouraged from coming in unless it is for an 
essential purpose. 
 
During the time the building has been closed, we have been able to redecorate 
Room 1, complete the replacement new eco-friendly lighting and remove the old 
light fittings and are now renovating the Coffee bar with new cupboards and 
worktops. 
 
Liz Chick 



WORSHIP  AT  HOME  ?? 

 

Although every effort is being made to re-open our church building for worship once 

again, there are bound to be times when you will not be able to attend. Services will 

have a very different format and we will have to abide by all the strict government 

guidelines to make sure that everyone attending stays Covid-free. There are several 

resources on-line for daily devotions (worship at home) that you might have already 

discovered, if not here are two that you might like to check out. 

 

On the Methodist Church UK website there is ‘A Word in Time’ daily Bible study with 

a reflection by one of our Connexional Ministers and which also interacts with other 

people reading the same texts and commenting on them. 

 

Rev Steve Hawkes, the Minister at Bemerton Methodist church uses Youtube to 

make his Daily Devotions available, with David Suchet doing the Bible reading. If 

you press ‘Subscribe’ when you first get to the site, it will be easier for you to find 

next time. 

 

If you prefer a printed format, the new edition of the Methodist Prayer Book is now 

available (£ 4.50). This contains a different Bible reading for each day of the year, a 

hymn to think about and a monthly cycle of prayers, both for situations in our own 

country and overseas. People around the country pray for our District on the 26th day 

of every month. 

 

Have you been surprised, like me, to find out that watching an on-line service, on 

your own, at home, can become worship because you know that other people are 

also watching , listening and praying at the same time? In our own homes we can 

sing as loudly as we like, but, just having the words of the hymns displayed while the 

piano is playing, somehow makes them more meaningful. It is also possible to ‘visit’ 

other churches in this way and join in their services. 

 

Eventually, over the coming months, we, the people of Salisbury Methodist Church 

will have to develop new ways of worshipping together. It may be completely 

different and challenging, but we will be able to enjoy the fellowship of actually being 

with other people sharing in the same act of worship knowing that we are with others 

who share our faith.         Val Liversidge 



“Don’t Send It to Landfill” 

I have been asked by the Green Grace team to assemble a file on how to pass on 

items you no longer need. Did you know the UK produces enough waste to fill the 

Albert Hall every two hours! 

With charity shops closed until recently I’ve had success in passing on items 

through Freecycle https://www.freecycle.org/ but there are many other outlets and 

additional ways you can recycle items in addition to the council recycling collections. 

For example Endless Street Vets were taking pet food packaging before lockdown. 

The Christian Aid Sale at Harnham on 5th September will certainly help. 

If you can recommend any please email me dianasnoble@gmail.com or call me on 

01722 238260 and I will include them in an item for next month’s newsletter. 

 

Answers for the Food quiz. 

1. John the Baptist (Mathew 3 vs 4) 

2. Daniel, Shadrack, Meshach and Abednego (Daniel 1 vs 3 - 16) 

3. Jacob (Genesis 25 vs 29 - 34) 

4. The pharaoh of Joseph’s time (Genesis 40 vs 16 - 17) 

5. His flight from rebel Absalom (2 Samuel 17 vs 22 - 29) 

6. Lamb, unleavened bread and bitter herbs (Exodus 12 vs 3 - 10) 

7. Isaac (Genesis 27 vs 14 – 18) 

8. Abraham (Genesis 18 vs 1 - 8) 

9. Honey (Ezekiel 3 vs 3) 

10. Gideon (Judges 6 vs 19) 

11. Exodus (Exodus 3 vs 8) 

12. The fatted calf (Luke 15 vs 23) 

13. Egypt (Numbers 11 vs 5) 

14. Almonds (Genesis 42 vs 11) 

15. Samson (Judges14 vs 5 - 9) 

16. Jesus (Matthew 21 vs 14) 

17. Manna (Exodus 16 vs 31) 

18. The bat (Leviticus 11 vs 13 - 19) 

19. Elisha (2 Kings2 vs 19 - 22 & 4 vs 38 - 41) 

20. Amos (Amos 8 vs 1) 

 

“We were promised sufferings. They were part of the program. We were even 

told, 'Blessed are they that mourn,' and I accept it. I've got nothing that I hadn't 

bargained for. Of course it is different when the thing happens to oneself, not to 

others, and in reality, not imagination.” 

― C.S. Lewis, A Grief Observed 

https://www.freecycle.org/
mailto:dianasnoble@gmail.com
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/894384


“And once the storm is over, you won’t remember how you made it 

through, how you managed to survive. You won’t even be sure, 

whether the storm is really over. But one thing is certain. When you 

come out of the storm, you won’t be the same person who walked in. 

That’s what this storm’s all about.” 

― Haruki Murakami,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The September Newsletter was produced by Rachel and Simon Clarke. 

Items for the October Newsletter should be sent to Rachel Clarke 

email: news.smc1759@gmail.com 

Material for consideration should be as follows: 
 

An A4 word or publisher document in Arial font size 14pt 

Please ensure you have appropriate consent for any material submitted. 

If you need help creating a document, please speak to Rachel Clarke. 

 

Material for the next newsletter should be received 

no later than Friday 25th September 2020
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What strange times we are 
living in? People over the 
whole world are experiencing 
change, new things they’ve 
never had to do before. 
Think about all the changes 
that are happening in your 
own life at the moment… 
 
I wonder how you feel about 
the changes you had to make 
during COVID- 19 lockdown? 
I wonder what, if anything, 
you are happy has changed? 
I wonder what changes, if any, 
you have not enjoyed? 
I wonder if you have decided 
to make any new changes for 
yourself? 
I wonder if things will ever be 
the same again? Is that scary 
or exciting? 
I wonder what changes you 
would like to see that haven’t 
happened yet? 
I wonder if you might like to 
share your thoughts with 
Jesus by writing or drawing a 
prayer? 

 

 

Bible Verse:  2 Corinthians 5:17 

If anyone belongs to Christ, 
there is a new creation.  

The old things have gone; 
everything is made new! 


