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For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; 
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Worship in October 

 

Sunday 4th 

10.45 am          Revd Anna Bishop 

Sunday 11th 

10.45 am          Revd Bryan Coates 

Sunday 18th 

10.45 am          Revd Anna Bishop 

Sunday 25th 

10.45 am          Revd Christopher Jones 

 

 

Please remember: 

There is a limit on the number of people who can attend worship at any one service. 

There is a booking system to allow numbers to be regulated. 

If you wish to attend a service on a specific date please use the online booking form 

available at salisburymethodist.org.uk/booking 

If you do not have the facility to book online, please phone the church office on 

01722 322755.  

All bookings must be made by 11.00 am on the Friday prior to the service. 

Please do not come if you 

• have possible symptoms of Coronavirus 

• are self-isolating 

• have been in contact with someone who has tested positive in the last 14 

days. 

 

The services will continue to be recorded and shown on YouTube. 

 



Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
This month we will finally worship together in our building again after 6 months of 
closure! What a wonderful moment that will be! Or…will it? When we gathered in 
September to test out our COVID-Security procedures, we found ourselves torn 
between delight at safely gathering again to worship together in person, and sorrow 
at the many people who were not able to be with us. 
 
It is an exciting time, and a very positive step forward. I cannot begin to express my 
gratitude and appreciation for the dedicated and painstaking work done by every 
member of the COVID-Security Strategy Group. It simply would not have been 
possible to re-open our building at all without them. I hope that everybody will seek 
opportunities to express their thanks to those individuals for all their hard work to 
keep us all safe. 
 
And yet despite all their efforts, the reality is that on any given Sunday only a small 
portion of our whole congregation will be able to gather in the building. And we are 
all too aware that COVID-19 cases are rising sharply again and we don’t know what 
might lie ahead this winter. 
 
In times of crisis, it is instinctive to look inwards, and to focus on our own needs. 
And so thus far through the pandemic, it is natural that we at SMc should have been 
focussing on pastoral care for one another, worship online and re-opening our 
buildings. 
 
However, it is in the times of crisis that God’s church is most urgently called to reach 
out beyond itself to serve the needs of others. And if we need a model, Jesus in his 
final crisis sought to provide comfort and companionship not for himself, but for his 
mother and friend, salvation for those suffering alongside him and forgiveness for all 
complicit in his own death. 
 
Therefore it is right that now, in this crisis, when the secular world is frantically 
looking out for number one, we should be considering the questions that Rev’d Jane 
Taylor posed to us all in the September edition of our Newsletter: 
 

‘What is the church for?  
What does God require of us?  
What does the world (God’s world) need us to be?  
And where does Sunday worship fit into that?’ 

 
As Jane reminded us, “The task of all of us is to try to discern how we can ‘be 
church’ and serve God and his world in these new and unfamiliar times.” (My 
emphasis). To help us all to begin this process, this issue of the Newsletter includes 
a number of arti es about mission for us to reflect on and discuss. I hope these get 
you thinking…and dreaming and imagining and hoping. 
 



A really good way to explore these questions, and act on them will be to create a 
SMc Mission Plan, as suggested by the Methodist Evangelism and Growth Strategy, 
launched at Conference this summer. ‘Mission’ means ‘sending’ and always refers 
first and foremost to God’s self-sending of love to God’s beloved world. It is God’s 
mission – ‘our calling’ is to join in with what God is already doing! 
 
Each one of us has a part to play in creating our Mission Plan, but we will need a 
small team of people to lead the process, and to work out hope we can all contribute 
during this time of restricted social contact. This autumn, our Church Council will be 
asked to commission a small group of people to lead our whole church community in 
this process. 
 
It is an exciting prospect that we, God’s people here in Salisbury, can develop 
something positive in a time that feels quite negative, by discerning and meeting the 
needs of our community. The Connexional Evangelism and Growth team tells us 
that: 
 

“A mission plan is simply a paper that sets out how you believe God wants to 
use your church… in the coming months and years, and what you will do as a 
result. [It is] a record of your plans to reach your community with God's love… 
 
Having a mission plan is essential to the health of every Methodist church… A 
good mission plan puts into words your hopes and dreams and shows how you 
will start making them a reality.  
 
Your mission plan will be the result of a process of discerning together as a 
community, rather than something written by one person or by a small group. 
It’s not about adding lots more things to everyone’s to-do list; it’s about deciding 
what few things you will do well. Sometimes that will mean stopping a valuable 
activity so that a more important activity can happen. A good mission plan will 
ensure that you understand exactly why you are doing the things you are doing 
and what you hope God will achieve through them… 
 
To paraphrase Frederick Buechner, God's vision for you is where your deep 
gladness and your community's deep hunger meet.” 
 

If you would like to be a part of the Mission Plan group, or if you have any ideas and 
thoughts to contribute, I would be delighted to hear from you! 
 
God has not finished with Salisbury Methodist Church by a long way – and every 
single one of us has a part to play in discerning what God wants to do with us next! 
 
With love, 
 
Anna. 
 



 
 
 
 
DON’T SEND IT TO LANDFILL 
 

Welcome to my ‘Don’t send it to landfill’ article as promised in last month’s 
newsletter. This is part of our Green Grace initiative. I realise that for most of the 
information I have only used online details. Please don’t let that stop you. If you 
don’t have access to the internet do call me on 01722 238260 and I’ll try to help. 
I have done a tour of the charity shops in Salisbury and this was the current situation 
24/9/20. Some of the shops have been told to open full time from Monday 28th 
September although with many volunteers in the vulnerable category this may not 
be possible. All the shops must quarantine donations for 72 hours so restrict the 
quantity they can accept. Goods should be in a closed bag or box which can be left 
at the shop. Remember if you are registered with the shop for gift aid, it helps to 
have your surname and postcode on each bag. 
This article is only a first draft. If you have anything to add or takeaway please email  
news.smc1759@gmail.com 
Thank you 
Diana Noble 
 

CHARITY SHOPS IN SALISBURY 
 

Alabare 
Donations are now being accepted. 
Shop currently open Monday - Friday 10 - 4, after 4 Oct 9.30 - 4.30 Mon to Sat 
 

Barnados 
The sign says donations only on Tuesday and Thursdays but the manager said 
anytime. 
Shop open Monday - Saturday 10 - 5 Sunday 10 - 4 
 

British Red Cross 
Shop is currently closed. 
 

British Heart Foundation 
Donations for New Canal Street can be placed in bin just inside the door. 
Furniture and electrical goods can be taken to back entrance of shop in Fisherton 
Street. Shops open Monday to Saturday 9.30 - 5.30 Sunday 10 - 4 
 

Cancer Research 
Accepting one bag per person. 
Shop open Monday to Saturday 9 - 5.30 and Sunday 10 - 4 
 

Childrens Society 
Accepting donation Wednesday and Saturday 10 – 3. 
Shop open Tuesday to Saturday 10 - 3 
 

Green Grace 

mailto:news.smc1759@gmail.com


Dogs Trust 
Shop is currently closed. 
 
Dorothy House Hospice Shop 
Accepting small donations Wednesday to Saturday from 10am until limit reached. 
Shop open Wednesday to Saturday 9.30 - 4.30 
 
Julia’s House 
Donations Monday to Saturday 9 - 10. 
Shop open Monday to Saturday 9 - 5 
 
Mencap 
Accepting small donations Monday to Friday between 9.30 and 10.15. 
Shop open Monday to Friday 10 - 2 
 
Naomi House and Jack’s Place 
Not currently accepting donations. 
Shop open Monday to Saturday 9 - 4.30 
 
Oxfam Bookshop 
Not currently accepting donations. 
Shop open Monday to Saturday 9 - 5 
 
Sue Ryder 
Phone to arrange to drop off donations. 
Shop open Monday to Saturday 10 - 4 
 
Trussell Trust 
All shops are accepting donations. 
Shops open Monday to Saturday 9.30 - 4 
 

OTHER THINGS 

Water filter cartridges can be taken to Sainsbury’s and Well Natural 

Plastic bags – Tesco’s have removed their bin. Sainsbury’s still has one 

Used Stamps – there’s a box at SMc 

Books, CDs DVDs and Games –Ziffit  https://www.ziffit.com/en-gb/ 

This is a great alternative to Oxfam or wherever if you have a large number to get rid 
of. You will need a smart phone. Scan the bar code and you will be given a price. 
(Our neighbour’s CDs made between ‘Sorry, No!’ to 50p and £2.50. Some books 
were 9p!) Instructions are given for packaging up and free collection. The money is 
transferred to your paypal account or to a charity of your choice via Virgin Money. 

Spectacles – not at Specsavers during covid but I’m checking with charities. 

https://www.ziffit.com/en-gb/


DON’T SEND IT TO LANDFILL-LARGE OR SPECIAL ITEMS 

Here are some ways to dispose of items that for some reason you cannot take to a 

charity shop 

FREECYCLE 

I like using this. It’s amazing what some people will appreciate! e.g. I had two cricket 

helmets which I knew had been hardly used but charity shops are not allowed to 

sell. I took a photo, posted the details, received a couple of email replies, picked the 

most convenient one and left them by our back gate on a certain afternoon for 

collection. It's a worldwide group designed to keep useable items out of landfill. 

Each local group is moderated by local volunteers and membership is free. Have a 

look at the posts to see the sort of things that are offered or wanted. 

https://groups.freecycle.org/group/SalisburyUK/posts/all 

EBAY 

If you have special items to sell then eBay can work for you. Once you understand 

the system it is very simple but you have to be prepared to link it to a paypal 

account, reply to sometimes annoying questions during the period of the auction 

(usually 7 days) and package your item up shortly after it sells. eBay do help you 

with this by providing a simple postage guide with discounted prices and at a click 

will print off the address label with the postage already paid. You choose the price to 

start the auction at, although eBay do suggest a price based on previous sales. 

When the item sells, eBay take 10% of the sale price (there are sometimes offers 

when the maximum fee is £1 or a reduced %age) We have 2 elderly friends who 

performed in a lot of amateur operatics. We sold their collection of 10 silk piano 

shawls and three ear trumpets for around £180 but it took a number of weeks and 

numerous trips to the post office! https://sellercentre.ebay.co.uk/private/why-sell 

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL 

You can call the council 0300 456 0102 to arrange for a collection of a single large 

item from outside your property. The current charge is £25.30 per item. 

GUMTREE 

Now I haven’t used this but my daughter sold a sofa with it. Generally you expect 

the person to come and collect as you don’t want to get involved with delivery. I tried 

registering and it’s very easy. It has the advantage over eBay in that it is free. ‘For 

Sale’ ads remain active for 30 days 

https://help.gumtree.com/s/basics?cat=Creating_Ads&article=How-to-Post-an-Ad 

 

https://groups.freecycle.org/group/SalisburyUK/posts/all
https://sellercentre.ebay.co.uk/private/why-sell
https://help.gumtree.com/s/basics?cat=Creating_Ads&article=How-to-Post-an-Ad


AUCTION HOUSES 

Sometimes these are the best solution. We had a very large mahogany display 

cabinet which we sent to Netherhampton. Big old brown furniture does not sell well 

but the sale did at least cover the cost of the man with a van to get it there-as the 

auctioneer told us it would 

http://www.salisburyauctioncentre.co.uk/netherhampton-salerooms/netherhampton-

frequently-asked-questions.html 

We also sold our singing friends’ collection of silver topped canes and sticks! This 

was before we attempted eBay but the were very pleased with the £100 or so we 

got from an auction at Wooley and Wallis. 

https://www.woolleyandwallis.co.uk/selling/ 

I don’t know anything about the antique shop in Catherine Street but here are the 

details https://www.salisburyantiquemarket.co.uk/we-buy/01722 326033 

 

CHARITIES WHICH OFFER COLLECTION SERVICES 

British Heart Foundation 

https://www.bhf.org.uk/shop/donating-goods/book-furniture-collection-near-
me/request/about-your-items 

The Burnbake Trust 

Based in Wilton info@burnbake-trust.co.uk 01722 743727 

The Trussell Trust 

For all furniture donations in Salisbury 01722 580196 

Alabare Christian Care and Support 

To arrange collection phone 01722 322882 

 

 

“The nation behaves well if it treats its natural resources as assets which it 
must turn over to the next generation increased, and not impaired, in value.” 
Theodore Roosevelt 

http://www.salisburyauctioncentre.co.uk/netherhampton-salerooms/netherhampton-frequently-asked-questions.html
http://www.salisburyauctioncentre.co.uk/netherhampton-salerooms/netherhampton-frequently-asked-questions.html
https://www.woolleyandwallis.co.uk/selling/
https://www.salisburyantiquemarket.co.uk/we-buy/
https://www.bhf.org.uk/shop/donating-goods/book-furniture-collection-near-me/request/about-your-items
https://www.bhf.org.uk/shop/donating-goods/book-furniture-collection-near-me/request/about-your-items
mailto:info@burnbake-trust.co.uk


HOW MUCH MORE OF YOUR WASTE COULD YOU RECYCLE? 

Two mums set up this amazing scheme to raise funds for Wiltshire Air 

Ambulance. You can recycle various items that are not collected by the 

council kerbside recycling scheme. You will need to take them one of 

their 3 collecting points. 

The Phoenix Emporium, 115 Tollgate Road, SP1 2LG.The small bins 

are just inside the door. Please bundle you recycling by type. Opening 

hours:  Mon-Fri 10am - 5pm, Saturday 9.30am - 5pm, Sunday 10am -

4pm. Collects the following: 

     All brands of crisp packets including multipacks 

     Pringle tubes - branded only 

     All brands of baby food pouches (rinsed & dry) 

     Confectionery & sweet wrappers 

     Dental - toothbrushes & toothpaste tubes 

     Milk bottle tops only-We collect these at SMc too 

     Inkjet printer cartridges-Rymans will give 50p back when buying a 

new cartridge 

Tesco, Southampton Road next to the clothes recycling there’s a bin for: 

     Tassimo coffee pods & foil packaging 

The Vets, Exeter Street. Bin is located within the car park next to the 

blue waste bins to collect: 

     Pet food packaging including biscuit sacks. All wet pouches must 

be rinsed & dry before dropping off. Otherwise it attracts vermin & flies. 

Nappies 

We used to use cloth nappies back in the nineties! I am way out of touch 

now but you could look at this: Wiltshire Real Nappy Campaign or to 

receive a free trial kits call 01380 725670, or 

visit https://www.wiltshirewildlife.org/wiltshire-real-nappy-network 

https://www.wiltshirewildlife.org/wiltshire-real-nappy-network


 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

Last year, we raised an incredible £250,000 with 562 churches and more than 
26,000 people taking part. This year, the Big Quiz Night will take place on Saturday 
14 November and this time, we’re going online! And, we'd love you and your church 

to be involved. 

We've put together everything you need to host a quiz online – in whatever way 
suits your church. Change the running order, add in bonus rounds, the choice is 
yours! We’ll provide all the resources you need including eight rounds of questions 
and answers, our case study film, a quiz night film, social media banners, plus an 
email or two of encouragement from us along the way. 

All money raised by your church will go towards changing the lives of people living in 
poverty; people just like Alaya. She lives in Malawi with her husband and three 
young children. Frequent flooding damages their home and brings diseases such as 
cholera and diarrhoea. Time and time again, her crops keep failing and, for 11 
months of the year, Alaya and her family survive on just one meal a day. 

But, with your help, we can make a difference. 

http://www.tearfund.org/en/about_you/fundraise/the_big_quiz_night/ 

From the Shetland Islands to the Isles of Scilly, on Saturday 14 November, 
hundreds of churches up and down the country will join together to help transform 
the lives of those in need. Could your church be a part of it? 

 Why not encourage your family, friends, congregation and youth groups to join you 
– it’s going to be a brilliant, fun-filled evening and we don’t want you to miss out! 
Together, we can do something amazing and help end poverty for good. 

Every blessing, 

Katy Greenlaw 

Community Fundraising Manager, Tearfund 

http://www.tearfund.org/en/about_you/fundraise/the_big_quiz_night/


Pause for Prayer 
 

 

 



 



A visit to Southampton? 

 
Both Brian Mould and I have recently had published letters in the Methodist 
Recorder. Here is a copy of mine - in case it could be of interest to folk at SMC: 
 
The article by the Vice President about The Mayflower at 400 has taken on a new 
significance for me following a visit to the Sea City Museum at Southampton. There, 
a small exhibition tells the story of how the longing for freedom of one group, ie the 
Pilgrim Fathers, led to loss of land, freedom and a way of life for another people, ie 
the native people (or first people) of New England. It also tells the story of a missing 
belt. Oral history was part of their tradition, often passed on through beautifully 
crafted belts made from sea shells. A prized belt, worn by one of their leaders slain 
in battle was taken by the colonists with a view to presenting it as a trophy of 
conquest to Charles II of England. It never reached him and is still being sought by 
descendants of this tribe. This fascinating and unknown story has been curated in 
partnership with First People Americans. It is at Southampton until October 18 and 
then moving to other UK cities associated with The Mayflower including Plymouth. 
 For more information: mayflower400uk.org. 
 
Barbara Hickman  
 

 

 

The significance of BB and GB 

 

I refer to the Methodist Recorder (July 31) and your excellent initiative of inviting this 

year’s ordinands to send profiles of themselves and their calls to faith. I found their 

stories most interesting and varied. One thing stood out of me – four of the 15 

mentioned their association with Boys’ Brigade or Girls’ Brigade during their 

journeys – 26 per cent! 

The fact that four of the necessarily brief profiles considered this worth reporting 

clearly shows the significance of BB and GB in their lives. Now there’s a great 

message here – what do readers suggest we do about it? Well, just do it. I rang up a 

locally connected BB/GB leader and offered words of encouragement. Any other 

ideas? – Brian Mould  

P.S. 

My contact was at Chandlers Ford Boys’ Brigade in which my son is a bandsman 

and leader. Chandlers Ford is part of the Southampton District as are we. There is a 

Girls’ Brigade at Amesbury within the Salisbury circuit. 

 

http://mayflower400uk.org/


HOUSEGROUP  NEWS 

 

Sadly only a few of our groups have managed to have any meetings during these 

last few months. Those that did took advantage of the good weather and met 

outside, but now that Autumn is here we really need to do something different. 

After talking to some of the leaders, we have come to the conclusion, especially with 

the new rule of six, that a series of temporary, local groups should be formed. These 

would be easier to keep going, even if we have to resort to phone calls or Whats 

App to keep in touch. It might also encourage other people who have not previously 

joined a housegroup to make contact. Whereas, with our larger groups, we might 

have felt a bit strange if only four people came, with a maximum number of six in 

each group, four people in an evening wouldn’t seem too bad. Remember, we will 

not be deserting our original groups, but forming new, smaller ones out of necessity. 

You are probably aware of other SMc people living nearby, so perhaps we could 

have a Wilton group, one in Harnham, one in the centre of town, one in Laverstock, 

one on Bishopdown Farm and one in the Castle road area as starters. People living 

in the villages would have to choose which one to travel too. 

If this idea works, you might end up meeting with people you don’t know very well, 

so keep it simple at the beginning, perhaps by discussing points made in a recent 

SMc or other service that you have all seen, or a TV programme such as Songs of 

Praise. If you met during the day, it would automatically seem different to your more 

familiar House group, and you might even be able to have an outdoor meeting 

occasionally. 

Don’t wait for someone else to ask you. If you are missing seeing familiar 

faces and someone to talk to…….Why not start the ball rolling yourself ? 

Val Liversidge 

 

 

“What God claims to love, do not deem unworthy of that love. What God has called 

good, do not call anything other than good. What God has animated with God’s own 

breath and endowed with a soul and God’s own image, do not treat with anything 

less than dignity.” 

Nadia Bolz-Weber 



Missio Dei 
 
Missio Dei is a Latin phrase that means “Mission of God.”  
 
“Mission is thereby seen as a movement from God to the world; the church is 
viewed as an instrument for that mission. There is church because there is mission, 
not vice versa. To participate in mission is to participate in the movement of God’s 
love toward people, since God is a fountain of sending love.” (David J. 
Bosch, Transforming Mission, Maryknoll: Orbis Books, 1991, 389–390.) 
 
Speaking on behalf of The Gospel and Our Culture Network, Darrell Guder writes, 
"We have come to see that mission is not merely an activity of the church. Rather, 
mission is the result of God’s initiative, rooted in God’s purposes to restore and heal 
creation. ‘Mission’ means ‘sending,’ and it is the central biblical theme describing the 
purpose of God’s action in human history.... We have begun to learn that the biblical 
message is more radical, more inclusive, more transforming than we have allowed it 
to be. In particular, we have begun to see that the church of Jesus Christ is not the 
purpose or goal of the gospel, but rather its instrument and witness.... God’s mission 
is calling and sending us, the church of Jesus Christ, to be a missionary church in 
our own societies, in the cultures in which we find ourselves.”(Darrell L. Guder 
(editor), Missional Church: A Vision for the Sending of the Church in North America, 
Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing, 1998, 4-5.) 
 
Alan Hirsch believes the word missional "goes to the heart of the very nature and 
purpose of the church itself." He continues, “So a working definition of missional 
church is a community of God’s people that defines itself, and organizes its life 
around, its real purpose of being an agent of God’s mission to the world. In other 
words, the church’s true and authentic organizing principle is mission. When the 
church is in mission, it is the true church. The church itself is not only a product of 
that mission but is obligated and destined to extend it by whatever means possible. 
The mission of God flows directly through every believer and every community of 
faith that adheres to Jesus. To obstruct this is to block God’s purposes in and 
through God’s people.” (Alan Hirsch, The Forgotten Ways, Grand Rapids, MI: 
Brazos Press, 2006, 82.) 
 

 

PRACTICAL  CHRISTIANITY 
 
Once again Salisbury Methodist church has been asked to join a rota with other 
local churches to provide soup every winter evening for anyone in the city centre 
who comes asking for it. This time we will be providing soup on Monday evenings 
for the Encircles volunteers to give out. Several people from our church who joined 
in last year have agreed to do so again this year and we have already drawn up our 
rota until the New Year. If you are interested in helping as well, could you consider 
being ‘on stand- by’ for any weeks when the listed person is unable to make soup, 
or think about helping out from January onwards. (Contact Valerie on 01722 
335917) 
THANKS TO EVERYBODY WHO REPRESENTS SMC IN THIS WAY. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_J._Bosch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_J._Bosch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alan_Hirsch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alan_Hirsch


Our Zambia link 

 

The United Church of Zambia (UCZ), which we are linked with, has a new 

General Secretary. He is the Revd Chipasha Musaba, formerly Bishop for the 

Copperbelt. His induction service was in Lusaka on 13th September, with a very 

large congregation including the head of state, President Edgar Lungu. 

 Because of the COVID-19 regulations, greetings were by elbow bumps, not 

handshakes, and many people were wearing masks when not preaching, reading, 

speaking or singing in choirs. 

The United Church of Zambia has taken the coronavirus prevention measures very 

seriously, 

and this has been costly, because, during the months when worship together did not 

happen, the church had hardly any income, and ministers and other church 

employees were not paid – no furlough scheme in Zambia. 

 During the coldest weather – June, July, August – COVID-19 cases and 

deaths in Zambia rose sharply. The hope is that, during the hot weather of October, 

the virus will be less prevalent. 

The news from our link congregation – St John’s in Lusaka – is that life is 

getting back to normal, but still with mask wearing and social distancing. Pupils sat 

their GCSE-equivalent exams in September, and schools have resumed. 

Please continue to pray for the people of St John’s congregation and for the 

minister – Revd Godfrey Gama and his family. The people of St John’s pray for us 

as we, like them, continue our mission and ministry living with coronavirus. 

Cecil King 

 

 
INVITATION TO COFFEE 

 
Some members of SMC have been meeting informally for coffee in the Market 
Square each Wednesday morning at 10.30am. It is a chance to keep in touch with 
our friends and all Methodists are welcome to come along. We usually meet at 
Stones but since we need to keep to six people, Hendersons is a good alternative 
for a second group. 
This is a very easy way to see each other until we can return to our Church. Of 
course we might need to adjust to any new Government guidance but I hope to see 
many of you soon. 
 
Mary Parker 

 
 

“It’s so much darker when a light goes out than it would have been if it had 

never shone.” 

John Steinbeck 

 



PASTORAL PAGE 
 
(Please ensure that you have permission from the people 
concerned or their relatives before sending items for this page 
to Sandra Gunstone.) 
 
Our thoughts and prayers are with those who are suffering at home 
or in hospital.  We are thinking also of those who are living alone or 
caring for a relative at home through this difficult time.  Please 
contact your Pastoral Visitor or Sandra Gunstone if you would like 
to speak to one of our Supernumerary Ministers. 
 
Helen Caddy who joined Salisbury Methodist Church in the last 
year has asked if I could send the following: 
 
‘I am a new member of the Church and would like to thank the lady 
who has faithfully posted a Newsletter through my door throughout 
lockdown and thank you to everyone who contributes and puts 
together such a good Newsletter’ 
 
Please keep Reverend Derek Chapman and Norma in your 
thoughts and prayers as Derek has surgery during October. 
 
 
Congratulations and love are sent to all who have or will be 
celebrating a special occasion.  We would love to share your 
news so please do not forget to let your Pastoral Visitor know 
of anything you wish to share with others – through the 
Newsletter.  
 
Congratulations to: 
 
Jonathan Robinson who graduated with an MA in Christian Liturgy 
with Distinction earlier this year and we send congratulations and 
best wishes to him. We appreciate very much welcome the 
expertise that Jonathan has continued to give to our Worship.  
 
Please telephone your pastoral visitor even if you only want a 
chat.  We are always here for you!!! 
 
I would like to thank all Pastoral Visitors for their care of others 
during this difficult time and if you would like to become a Pastoral 
Visitor please let me know. ( Sandra Gunstone Pastoral Sec.)  



The Bible Reading Fellowship is holding a writing competition.  This could be 
your moment! 
  
The Upper Room began publication in the USA in the early 1930s and today it 
is published in 35 different languages and can be found in 100 countries around the 
world. The series has an estimated readership of three million people worldwide and 
is unique in that the writers of the notes are its readers – and without people willing 
to write meditations, there would be no magazine. 

Here's your chance to contribute! 
 
We'd like to encourage new writers to contribute to the series by writing a short 
meditation on a Bible verse, rooted in their own experience. The aim of each day’s 
meditation is to help people make a connection between their lives and what God is 
doing in the world.  The Upper Room writing competition offers one person the 
opportunity to be published in an upcoming UK edition of the magazine – they and 
the runner up will also receive a one–year subscription to The Upper Room. 
 
All you need to do is send us your own meditation in the same style as those in The 
Upper Room by midnight on Saturday 31 October 2020. 
  
https://www.brfonline.org.uk/pages/the-upper-room-writing-competition 
 

 
“As night falls, let the day's troubles slip away into 

the darkness and rest well knowing tomorrow 
brings a new day, a new chance to do things better, 
a new opportunity to make things right. And when 

the new day dawns, awaken a little wiser, a little older, 
a little more prepared for the future. That's simply 
the pattern of life, my friends, a tapestry of light 

threaded with darkness, laughter threaded with tears, 
hope threaded with despair, wisdom threaded with 

failure, insight threaded with regret. It's just how 
we learn and grow as humans, and that's okay. 

It's enough to end each day knowing we've done 
our best and we'll do our best again tomorrow.” 

― L.R. Knost 
 

 
A society grows great when old men plant trees in whose shade they know they will 

never sit.” 

Greek proverb 
 

https://www.brfonline.org.uk/collections/the-upper-room
https://www.brfonline.org.uk/pages/the-upper-room-writing-competition


Harvest 
‘Praise and thanksgiving, 

Father, we offer, 

for all things living 

you have made good’ 

(Singing the Faith 125) 

 

At this time of year we usually, perhaps around 100 of us, including the children and  the young 

people from the uniformed organisations, gather in our church, beautifully decorated with flowers 

and produce to give thanks. Also, we learn more about, and try to reach out to others in the world, 

who do not have the resources and privileges that many of us are fortunate to have.  

Sadly this year, things are somewhat different, with the restrictions caused by Coronavirus, but we 

are able to do something positive by focussing on two charities which give practical help to people 

who are struggling: 

All We Can works to find solutions to poverty by working with local people 

& organisations, in some of the world’s poorest communities, to end the 

suffering caused by inequality and injustice. Humanitarian relief is also 

provided in times of crisis, conflict, natural disasters and political unrest.  

One of All We Can’s current projects in Butagaya, a rural part of Uganda, 

is ‘Change begins with a Bicycle’. Transport is very difficult in this area, 

with many people needing to spend hours walking along dusty tracks for 

health information & care, transporting or collecting goods at the market, 

and for schooling. Many of the older children drop out of education, 

because of the need to support whatever work the family is struggling to 

make a living from, together with the 4-5 hours spent walking to and from 

school. The provision of a bicycle has enabled one boy to continue to 

make bricks at home, as well as attending school. Another teenager, Nawalat, who would like to 

train to be a nurse, now has a bicycle, so that she can continue with her education. 

If you would like to support All We Can, here is how to do it: 

Tel: 0120 7467 5132 

See the websiteallwecan.org.uk                  Email:  info@allwecan.org.uk 

Cheque made to All We Can and post to: 

All We Can, 

25 Marylebone Road, 

London NW1 5JR 

 

The Salisbury Foodbank is part of the Trussell Trust’s network of 428 

foodbanks, which provide emergency food to people in crisis. Many of the 

people who use food banks have been pushed over the edge – from “just 

about managing”  to being in crisis – due to the loss of a job, or illness, or 

the break-up of a relationship. In 2019/20 the network provided 1,900,122 

three day emergency food supplies and support to UK people in crisis.  Of these, 720,504 went to 

children. Some new research by Heriot Watt University is estimating that there will be an increase 

in the number of people in crisis in the coming months, partly due to the effects of the pandemic, 

file:///F:/October%202020/drafts/allwecan.org.uk
mailto:info@allwecan.org.uk


and that 670,000 people will be destitute, meaning that they cannot afford essentials like housing, 

energy and food. 

Some worrying recent trends… 

• Over 50% of people using food banks at the start of the pandemic had never needed one 

before 

• 72% of people at food banks this summer, live with someone who is experiencing a mental 

health issue 

• Families have been hardest hit, accounting for nearly two in five households needing to use 

a food bank 

 

Ways to support… 

Giving food items – Particularly needed at the moment: tinned rice pudding, sponge pudding, bars 

of chocolate, deodorant, razors, shaving foam, toothpaste. 

There are collection boxes in Tesco, Waitrose, and Lidl. 

Or donations can be dropped off at the Food Bank Warehouse, Unit 66, Ashfield Trading Estate, 

Ashfield Road, Salisbury SP2 7HL. 

Tel 01722 580173.Open 10.00am – 3.00pm Monday – Friday. 

Cheques can be made out to the Trussell Trust, and sent to the address above, or visit the 

website salisbury.foodbank.org.uk for online donations. 

 

A praye rfrom the Methodist Church Prayer handbook, written by Revd. Andrew de Ville, 

Southampton District Chair. 

Gracious God, as we respond to your call in our lives, nurture us with the wisdom to respect your 

gift of life and your creation. May the roots of our faith be strengthened so that we reflect your 

kingdom, values of justice, peace, hope and life for all. We pray in the name of Jesus and the 

power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Harvest Church Service 

On Sunday 20th September, the SMc online service was on a Harvest theme, using material from 

All We Can. Those who tuned in to it have commented that they enjoyed & appreciated this 

service. For those who missed out, because of being without the internet, an audio version is 

available, together with the words of the hymns on a sheet, and can be listened to on CD, if you 

have a CD player. Alternatively, a memory-stick player, which is very simple to use, and can be 

loaned out to you, as the church has several available. Please get in touch to find out more. Other 

recent services are also available! (Tel 01722 331013) 

Margaret Rutt 

 

 

“The tree sprouts, its branches thicken, mature, bloom. It is scarred by 

lightning, shaken by thunder, sickness, human events and God’s hand. 

Drawn black, it grows itself back toward light, rising higher toward 

heaven while thrusting itself deeper, more firmly, into the earth. Its 

history and memory retained, its presence felt.” 

Bruce Springsteen 

file:///F:/October%202020/drafts/salisbury.foodbank.org.uk


Fairtrade Shop 
 

The Autumn/Winter range is now in stock and we are pleased to report the return of 
the popular shortbread fingers and the chocolate raisins. We are also stocking the 
Exotic Fruit Muesli. We have packs of the VENT recycled and recyclable ballpoint 
pens - £3.50 for a pack of 2 (black ink) – as mentioned in the September Newsletter. 
The sugars are currently still unavailable due to problems in the supply chain. 
 
In October our thoughts usually turn to ordering Christmas cards, Advent Calendars 
and other seasonal goodies – dates, chocolates, festive biscuits, boxes of soap etc. 
The boxes of Divine Dark Chocolate Thins (salted caramel, ginger, mint) and Divine 
Chocolate Tasting Sets are currently on special offer so order now to take 
advantage of this!  The full Traidcraft range can be viewed online at 
traidcraftshop.co.uk but we have a goodsupply of The Autumn/Winter catalogue if 
you prefer to browse through that at your leisure. Just let me know if you’d like a 
copy (tel 01722 743700).  It won’t of course be possible to have our usual display of 
cards etc at SMc, but as you will see elsewhere in the Newsletter, Barbara is very 
kindly offering to have goods on display in her new home. She will take orders then, 
or I am happy to take orders by phone or email. Do remember that if you order items 
from the gift section, you will benefit from a 10% discount. 
 
Over the last 4 weeks we have sold approximately £400 worth of goods – thank you 
for your continued support. 
 
Monica Gillings (on behalf of the Fairtrade Team) 
  

 
School lessons – anagrams 
 
RAT 
 
EHNPSIILCACATOYUD 
 
SILENGH 
 
CECENIS 
 
DANGERI 
 
ITSYORH 
 
RECFNH 
 
TLANI 
 
GYEGPAHOR 
 

 
NPSSAHI 
 
UCSMI 
 
ADMRA 
 
RAMGNE 
 
LGUIROEISSDTEUSI 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
   By Orrin and Jago 
 



 

 

ON THE MOVE 
 
As from Saturday Oct 17 I shall be living at 191 The Close, SP1 2EZ; my tel. no. 
remains the same:  01722 349740. We have samples of Traidcraft Christmas cards 
and other goodies available and this could be an opportunity for you to come and 
visit me in my new temporary abode (it is on the first floor of Audley House, entrance 
from West Walk) and also to view / order our Christmas cards - Monica is taking 
orders. Please give me a ring to arrange a time and to ensure I keep within 
Government guidance. 
 
I find I have a lot of pebbles/stones from St Columba Beach on Iona. If anyone can 
find a home for these before mid-October, then please get in touch as above. 
 
Barbara Hickman 
 

 
 

PRAYERS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE 
 

These monthly ecumenical prayers for peace and justice have moved to the third 
TUESDAY of each month and are now being held in the Trinity Chapel in the 
Cathedral.  It is necessary to book by ringing 01722 325266. The next time is Oct 20 
at 12 noon. 
 

 

SUCCESSFUL 
FUNDRAISING 
Thanks to those who contributed to the 
lockdown fundraising for Christian Aid. I have 
sent them £160 (plus Gift Aid).  

 
Thanks too to anyone who contributed towards the Christian Aid Decluttering Sale in 
Harnham on the 5th September. That raised a massive £1717. Well done! 
I will continue to collect “Trash for Cash” for Christian Aid: 

• old mobiles, tablets and other devices (but not landline phones, cables or 
chargers) 

• old coins and notes, foreign change 

• used stamps 

• dead, whole or broken watches and costume jewellery 
 

.... and if anyone still has a lockdown collection I would be happy to pass it on. 
Paul Butler 



“I believe that Jesus would have given His life for just one person. Jesus 

emptied Himself, He humbled Himself and He so yielded Himself to His Father's 

love that He had no ambition of His own. He was not looking to build an empire, 

He did not want praise or adulation or to impress people with who or how many 

followed Him. He stopped over and over again for just one person, for just one 

life.” 

― Heidi Baker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The October Newsletter was produced by Rachel and Simon Clarke. 

Items for the November Newsletter should be sent to Rachel Clarke 

email: news.smc1759@gmail.com 

Material for consideration should be as follows: 
 

An A4 word or publisher document in Arial font size 14pt 

Please ensure you have appropriate consent for any material submitted. 

If you need help creating a document, please contact Rachel Clarke. 

 

Material for the next newsletter should be received 

no later than Friday 23rd October 2020
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T “But the Spirit produces the fruit of love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. There is no 

law that says these things are wrong.”Galatians 5:22-23 - Youth Bible. 

The fruit of the Spirit grows in us, just as fruit that we eat grows 

on trees!   

God sent his Son, Jesus, to show us what our fruit should look like 

when it’s fully grown. Jesus is our perfect example of what our 

fruit should look like and how God wants us to be. 

So that means that the more we learn how to follow Jesus’ 

example—the more we get to know about him, the more we learn 

to love him, and the more we try to be like him—the more God’s 

love grows in us and we can share that love with other people.  

 

 

Design a colourful bowl of fruit! 

 

 

Just be still and quiet now and talk to God… 

Hello God, I just want to say that I 

love you and I love Jesus too.  I 

want to use the fruit you have 

given to me so I can be more like 

Jesus, then I will know how much 

you love me and I can share your 

love with others.Thank you. Amen. 


