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Love came down at Christmas,
Love all lovely, Love divine;
Love was born at Christmas,
Star and angels gave the sign.
Christina Rossetti
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Worship in December
At the time of writing we are still awaiting further Government announcements on life
after the current lockdown. The Restart Group are planning for the reopening of the
Sanctuary during December, but assume that restrictions similar to those during the
previous opening will be in place.
Services planned for December are: Sunday 6th December Advent 2
Sanctuary Closed. Prerecorded service available on YouTube from 10.45
Sunday 13th December Advent 3
Service in the Sanctuary 10.45 (please book via the Church website). Prerecorded
service available on YouTube.
Little Blessings 4.00 in the Sanctuary, please enter the building via the door from the
car park.
Sunday 20th December Advent 4
Service in the Sanctuary 10.45 (please book via the Church website). Prerecorded
service available on YouTube.
This service will include carols sung by our young people, hand bell ringing and
traditional Christmas readings.
Friday 25th December Christmas Day
Service in the Sanctuary 10.00 (please book via the Church website). Prerecorded
service on YouTube available earlier in the morning.
This service will include a prerecorded Nativity acted out by our young people.
Sunday 27 December
No Service at SMc due to Covid19 restrictions.
Details of our January services will be in the Christmas Newsletter Special published
later in the month.
Jim Gillings on behalf of the Restart Group
Christmas Newsletter Special
We are planning an extra Christmas edition of the newsletter; this will include space for
you to send Christmas greetings to the church instead of the traditional notice board.
To help us fit everyone in, each greeting should have no more than 92 characters (this
includes spaces and punctuation), followed by who the greeting is from. There is no
need to worry about the font or size.
Please send greetings to news.smc1759@gmail.com or phone Rachel on
01722 338392 no later than Friday 11th December 2020.

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
One of the Advent rituals I shall most miss this year is my annual treat of a live
performance of Handel’s Messiah. Since coming to Salisbury this has become an even
greater delight, as we usually go with my parents to the glorious setting of Salisbury
Cathedral to hear it. We often meet many friends from SMc there, so I know I shall not
be alone in missing this experience this Advent.
That soaring opening phrase of that first solo, “Comfort ye, comfort ye my people…”
always send a shiver down my spine. These words are taken from the passage in
Isaiah 40 that we usually hear on the second Sunday of Advent, and don’t we just
need to hear them this year!
These are the opening words of second Isaiah, when the book’s message turns from
doom to hope! These lines are spoken by God, instructing God’s prophet to deliver
God’s comforting message of courage and hope to God’s people languishing
miserably in their Babylonian exile.
But Charles Jennens, Handel’s librettist, did not go on to quote the rest of the passage
in its entirety. For at verse 6, when the prophet asks, “What shall I cry?” , God replies,
“All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers,
the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are
grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever.”
Perhaps Jennens did not find this quite so comforting!
And perhaps most years we don’t either. It is often said that we do not read the Bible,
but the Bible reads us, and Biblical commentator Cynthia A. Jarvis writes that this text
is particularly sharp in the way it reads us:
“Those who live with the illusion of control over their circumstances will feel only
dread when such a cry enters speech. But those who suffer under the brutal might
of the oppressor will hear the gospel.”
This year has been one in which those of us accustomed to believe that we have
control over our own circumstances, have had that particular illusion well and truly
shattered. So this year we might indeed feel comforted by the reminder that nothing
lasts forever – even global pandemics. Thanks be to God!

And painful as the dismantling of that illusion continues to be, it is our faith that God
uses all things, even suffering, for our transformation. Perhaps, if we are willing, God

can use the pain of this pandemic to bring us to a solidarity with those whose lives are
always beyond their control; to develop in us an empathy for “those who long have
suffered under another’s death-dealing rule…”

If we have found lockdown hard to bear, if we have longed for it to be over, how much
harder to bear is life-long poverty, how much more do the exploited long for their
suffering to be over?
Instead of returning with a sigh of relief to our “lives secured by position and privilege”
whenever this pandemic abates, let us be inspired by our own experience of
helplessness to relieve the pain of those whose suffering will not be over when a
COVID-19 vaccine is rolled out.

This Advent, may God inspire us to reflect on how we, as individuals and as a church
community, might respond to God’s call: “Comfort my people…speak tenderly…” so
that we might not merely wait passively for, but be an active part of the revealing of
“the glory of the Lord” so that “all people shall see it together!”

With love,

Anna.

Cynthia A. Jarvis quoted from: Feasting on the Word: Year B, Volume 1: Advent through
Transfiguration (Feasting on the Word: Year B volume 1, Presbyterian Publishing Corporation. Kindle
Edition).

PASTORAL PAGE
(Please ensure that you have permission from the people concerned or their
relatives before sending items for this page to Sandra Gunstone.)
Our thoughts and prayers are with those who are suffering at home or in hospital. We
are thinking also of those who are living alone or caring for a relative at home through
this difficult time. Please contact your Pastoral Visitor or Sandra Gunstone if you
would like to speak to one of our Supernumerary Ministers.
We are sorry to hear of the deaths of George and Mary Parker in October and
November. They worshipped at SMc before moving to Bourne Valley Methodist church
where they were heavily involved. Our thoughts and prayers are with their daughters
Judith and Janice.
Many people have been unwell during the past few months and are having doctor and
hospital appointments. We send them our best wishes and hope it will not be too long
before they are feeling well again.
Congratulations and love are sent to all who have or will be celebrating a special
occasion. We would love to share your news so please do not forget to let your
Pastoral Visitor know of anything you wish to share with others – through the
Newsletter.
Best Wishes to Gill Munday who celebrated her 65 th birthday on 21 November.
Some good news – Eileen Rattue has returned home after many months in a local
care home and would like to thank everyone for all their messages and cards on her
100th birthday.
I would like to send Christmas greetings to you all and hope that in the circumstance s
it will be a Peaceful time for us all.
Please telephone your pastoral visitor even if you only want a chat. We are
always here for you!!!
I would like to thank all Pastoral Visitors for their care of others during this
difficult time and if you would like to become a Pastoral Visitor please let me
know. (Sandra Gunstone Pastoral Sec.) 01722 412847.
Derek and Norma Chapman take this opportunity of thanking SMC friends for all the
'get well cards', prayers, telephone calls and practical support received during their
recent spells in hospital. So grateful

“Yet as I read the birth stories about Jesus I cannot help but conclude that though the
world may be tilted toward the rich and powerful, God is tilted toward the underdog.”
Philip Yancey

The Southampton District invites you to sing along with Carols on the Doorstep on
20th December at 5.30pm! Visit the website for posters, invites and to download the
carol sheet. Wear a festive jumper, grab a tambourine and let's create joy in our
streets! Please do send in a selfie of you singing or a short video clip and we'll collate
them into a reel to share after.

CHRISTMAS CAROLS & SONGS
Can you work out these favourites from the initial letters?
GOOD LUCK!
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40

AIAM
TLDB
DTH
OIRDC
HFIITB
TVMHABB
SD
CAJTC (CC)
WC
HTHAS
WSGSUTC
OCAYF
JTTW
ICUAMC
OCAJTD
GKW
MBC
ISTS
MAW
GRYMG
MDYK
SN
ESSSAC
LD
WTK
MCE
DDMOH
WSWTFBN
THATI
WWYAMC
TFN
LCDAC
AFTROG
OTFDOC
ITBM
RTRNR
OLTOB
SCICTT
OHN
JB

Solutions in next newsletter.

Your Church Council
On 10th November the Church Council had its first meeting since January. Due to the
national lockdown, this meeting was held via ‘Zoom’. It was lovely to see everyone,
even if we were in our own homes.
Although this was our first meeting, the Church Council had made several decisions
over the previous months, mainly concerning the safe re-opening of the church. This
was done by emailing information to the Church Council members, who then gave their
responses which were noted and counted. In the summer the Church Council agreed
that the COVID Security Strategy Group should be formed. Following the enormous
amount of work and preparation undertaken by this group, the Church Council agreed
that SMC could open again for worship and Little Blessings. It was also agreed that the
Hall could reopen for our Uniformed Groups, who will return to the premises as soon
as government restrictions allow.
Of course, the Team Leaders did not have as much to report to the meeting as usual,
as we have been unable to continue with most of our church activities. However, the
church accounts for 2019-2020 were presented to the meeting and the Church Council
agreed to accept them, subject to independent examination. The meeting also saw the
appointment of Jim Gillings as a Church Steward. He will join Valerie, as the second
steward.
Throughout the meeting, thanks were expressed to a number of people who have
been helping our church community to keep in touch with one another this year – in
particular, the technical team who have enabled us to share in worship together; the
team of people who have been delivering the newsletter; the Pastoral Visitors and our
Supernumerary Ministers. We are very grateful to them for all they have been doing.
Our next Church Council meeting will be held in January.
Katrina Dixon
Secretary

Church Council

“I know what I really want for Christmas.
I want my childhood back.
Nobody is going to give me that. I might give at least the memory of it to myself if I try. I
know it doesn't make sense, but since when is Christmas about sense, anyway? It is
about a child, of long ago and far away, and it is about the child of now. In you and me.
Waiting behind the door of or hearts for something wonderful to happen. A child who is
impractical, unrealistic, simpleminded and terribly vulnerable to joy.”
Robert Fulghum

Pause for Prayer

God of hope
be with us in our Advent journey
to the stable and beyond,
be with us in our meeting
and in our travelling together,
be with us in our worship
and our praying together,
be with us in our Advent journey
to the stable and beyond,
our God of hope.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Kings

We were not three.

No, we were not so wise.

And not kings.

More blind than wise,

At least not when we arrived.

Searching for a king

And really more curious than wise,

For someone else.

Craning for truth in starlit skies.

But at least searching,

But at least looking,

And finding, in someone else’s king,

At least checking

Our end, the end of lifeless ways,

What we thought we knew:

The rule for all our days.

A king born for the Jews.
Later they fancied us kings.
No we were not wise. More stupid than
wise,
Asking another king
To point us to a rival’s cradle.
But at least asking,
And finding truth in the old scroll,
Truth a murderer would not recognise,
But wary still to ply us with winsome lies
And play a deferential role.

In that, there was only this truth:
He who would wear a crown
Must first bow low,
Must first bow down.
Mark Greene

November 29 is Advent Sunday. This year it is also the
International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People.
And it is also a special Sunday when churches worldwide
have been called to Keep Awake: to Preach Palestine. It
has been initiated by Friends of Sabeel North America (FOSNA) which includes
Methodists. This organisation describes itself as a voice for Palestinian Christians
Readers may recall that in 2009 Palestinian Christian leaders of all Faith traditions
called for action through the Kairos document. This document concluded with this
paragraph:
In the absence of all hope, we cry out our cry of hope. We believe in God, good
and just. We believe that God’s goodness will finally triumph over the evil of hate and
of death that still persist in our land. We will see here a new land and a new human
being, capable of rising up in the spirit to love each one of his or her brothers and
sisters.
There is ample material on the FOSNA website (fosna.org/KeepAwake) which I
suggest might be used in addition by us individually throughout Advent in our own
devotional life, when our eyes automatically turn to that place where Jesus was born.
By way of example I end this piece with one of the prayers offered:
God who hears the cries of the oppressed, we pray for all who suffer the
ongoing, seemingly never-ending consequences of colonialization and occupation.
Visit them this holy season with the light of your love. Move the faithful in churches,
synagogues and mosques, along with all people of good will, to be that light in their
lives in practical and transforming ways. In the name of the One who, for our sake,
kept faith under occupation.
Amen.
Barbara Hickman

Stamps
RNIB and guide dogs very much need our stamps of all kinds. If you go to the church
service please put them in the box in welcome area, or phone Jean Marsden on 01722
322139.

Like a stone on the surface of a still river
Driving the ripples on forever
Redemption rips through the surface of time
In the cry of a tiny babe
-Bruce Cockburn- Cry of a tiny babe

SMC Church Christmas Display to Give Light and Hope
God is With Us
This year, because of Covid 19 restrictions and the closure and restricted access to
our Churches, a different approach is being taken in the decoration of our Church this
Christmas.
The vision is that SMC will be a beacon of light to bring hope to people’s lives. A large
illuminated star is planned on the outside of the Church balcony, with a large
Christmas tree in the porch, decorated with white Chrismon’s and white lights.
Chrismon’s are Christmas decorations with Christian symbols and what better ways to
decorate our Christmas tree this year than with symbols of faith.
Outside the Church we are planning an area for reflection, with strips of blue ribbon for
people to tie onto a large branch or the railings, lit, we hope, with blue lights, and the
Church pillars will be decorated with ivy and poinsettias.
The plan is to have this completed by December 5 th, so if you are passing please stop
and reflect on God’s love, Christmas and the story of Jesus.
‘God is with us.’
More details about the history of Chrismons can be found here:https://www.whychristmas.com/customs/chrismons.shtml
SMC coffee gatherings
It has been lovely to see many of you on Wednesday mornings at Stones in the Market
Square, when that was allowed. It is so good to see real people instead of on a screen
or a telephone.
We have had to curtail our socialising during November, When we are allowed to meet
again, I hope we can resume our Wednesday gatherings at 10.30, as before.
Stay safe everyone.
Mary Parker
In other years there has been the opportunity after service for people to sign a card to
a prisoner of conscience at this time of year - organised through Amnesty International
UK. This of course won’t be possible this year but instead church members may care
to sign in to this webinar, details below. Kate Allen, Director of Amnesty International,
will be in conversation with others about how this annual event has affected people
and their lives in past years.
Barbara Hickman
http://webmail1.amnesty.org.uk/q/11mb1xtReZ1DM5fr4lC8B8p/wv

Christmas Carol Anagrams
NTSILHETNGI

EEIKORINTARWETEGHSRFONE

RAWIAAAYMNGEN

GIBTNEIONTHHNR

OYAUFECTLHMOIELAFL

THRHKNLNGEGAREDLAHESISA

EMDWNHISTTRSWAEESOENI

KITWNHBMIRITEDELAEN

WNTASRGYRASIOTHATNI

OBHTWOFNEITEMOTLLEHLET
by Orrin and Jago

Just Doing My Job
I'm one of Herod's Henchmen.

We don't look very scary,

We don't have much to say,

We're mostly small and shy,

We just charge through the audience

And some of us wear glasses,

In a Henchman sort of way.

But we give the thing a try.

We all wear woolly helmets

We whisper Henchman noises

To hide our hair and ears,

While Herod hunts for strangers,

And Wellingtons sprayed silver

And then we all charge out again

To match our tinfoil spears.

Like nervous Power Rangers.

Our swords are made of cardboard

Yet when the play is over

So blood will not be spilled

And Miss is out of breath

If we trip and stab a parent

We'll charge like Henchmen through the
hall

When the hall's completely filled.
And scare our mums to death.
Clare Bevan

GREEN GRACE UPDATE
During any lockdowns the hubs collecting for Wiltshire Air Ambulance will be closed so
please save your recycling until those shops open again. Last month they sent 36kgs
of pet food wrappers for recycling.
Charity shops too have to close.
One of the church members has suggested I highlight some of the information from the
Traidcraft magazine. Apparently we produce an extra 30% of rubbish during the
Christmas season. Traidcraft offers FSC certified wrapping paper that can be recycleddo the scrunch test-if it stays scrunched it can usually be recycled. They have FSC
cards without foil or glitter as these cannot be recycled. This year especially is not the
time to be bah humbug about Christmas giving but perhaps for those of us not working
and confined to the house it is a chance to add some more personal touches. I’ve
taken this from asustainablelife.co.uk so the words are not my own but I do applaud
the sentiment.

BOOKS TO AFRICA
Is a charity set up in 2013 by students at the University of Kent. They have since sent
1,601,804 books to teachers and students in Africa.
Here is a great alternative to the charity shops or ziffit for some books. See their
website for how to donate. https://books2africa.org/
They accept these new or used books, in English, French or any African language:







Nursery, Primary, Secondary and University textbooks
Dictionaries, Encyclopaedias and Reference books
Novels, Hobbies and Leisure books
Bibles, Hymnals and Religious books
Notebooks and Exercise books (not written in)
Comics
Christian Aid - Where your money goes
Christian Aid has written thanking members of SMc for
the donation of £160 collected during the first
lockdown.

The letter tells us of Christian Aid’s work with refugees
in Bangladesh. Although Bangladesh is one of the poorest countries in the world, it is
supporting thousands of Rohingya families who have fled violence in neighbouring
Myanmar (Burma). About 52,000 people are crowded into the Jamtoli refugee camp,
and Christian Aid’s partner organisation in Bangladesh discovered the problems
caused by lack of lighting there. Women and girls walking alone in the dark were being
attacked, and many tried not to use the toilets at night, which led to some developing
medical conditions as a result.
Using donations from UK supporters, Christian Aid has helped install over 300 solar
lamps in the camp, so that all the women there can use the toilets safely at any time of
day or night. Their partner organisation has also been working to establish safe spaces
where girls and women can meet talk, and share their experiences.
Paul Butler

“Somewhere beyond the Christmas hustle and bustle, there lies a child in a manger;
somewhere beyond the noise, there is a Silent Night.”
― Jason Soroski

#GodIsWithUs Christmas Campaign 2020
The Christmas message of Emmanuel – the good
news that God is with us – feels perhaps more
pertinent than ever before in this extraordinary year.

The Methodist Church Christmas campaign for 2020 #GodIsWithUs seeks to share
this good news through twenty-four stories of individuals and their experiences of this
extraordinary year. Each day of Advent we will share a testimony from somebody
connected to the Methodist Church reflecting on what hope has looked like for them
this year and how they have experienced God with them.
The individuals whose stories the campaign tells include those who have felt the
painful effects of isolation this year, who have experienced extreme poverty, who have
struggled with poor mental health, who have lost loved ones – like so many millions of
others. But ultimately, incredibly, God’s loving presence radiates from each of them in
beams of powerful hope. Hope that is so necessary for such a time as this.
The campaign name, which ties in with our Presidential theme for the year, of course
comes from John Wesley’s purported words on his death bed: ‘the best of all is, God is
with us’ which reminds us that even in the times which feel most uncertain, we can be
certain of God. Who do you know who needs to hear this message over the coming
months?
The campaign offers the following content:
•

•

•

•

•

Shareable social media posts every day in Advent on Facebook, Instagram and
Twitter - these will contain a quote from the story of the day alongside a photo of
the person who's story it is. https://findingourhope.co.uk/
A video released on 1st December on YouTube and shared on social media. This
will be narrated by the 24 campaign participants and will simply show clips of
each person.
A Worship at Home service for each Sunday in December and an extra service
for Christmas Day. Service sheets can be downloaded from the Methodist
Church website.
A Worship at Home Christmas CD which is available to pre-order from Methodist
Publishing (free plus P&P charges - publication date 7 December). The audio CD
hopes to help those who are unable to watch services online or attend physical
services. Listen to this act of worship at home, in your car or on your daily walks.
The service will also be available as a free download from the middle of
December.
A weekly prayer and reflection produced by JPIT:
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/advent2020/

The materials ask questions which encourage Methodists and non-Methodists alike to
consider their own story of faith in 2020 and to share it with one another or online. The
campaign aims to encourage Methodists to reflect, share their stories, and reach out to
others outside the church and encourage them to do the same.
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-work-in-britain/evangelismgrowth/practising-evangelism/evangelism-in-a-digital-world/godiswithus-christmascampaign-2020/

Judgement
It was the middle of winter in New York, in the depths of the Great Depression. The
poor got poorer and hunger stalked the streets. When a baker saw a white-haired lady
slip a loaf into her bag, he called the police and demanded that she should be
charged.
So it was that the lady appeared in court. She pleaded that her daughter was sick, and
her grandchildren were starving because their father had abandoned the family. The
judge looked across at the baker and raised his eyebrows, but the baker shook his
head: an example should be made.
The judge said: “I’m sorry, but the law is the law. I fine you ten dollars, and if that fine is
not paid you will go to prison”. The woman buried her face in her hands, so she did not
see the judge take ten dollars from his own pocket and hand it to the clerk to pay the
fine.
Then the judge looked around the courtroom, which was full – the public gallery was,
after all, a warm place to sit, and cases like this were free entertainment.
He continued; “I am also going to impose a fine of fifty cents on everyone in this
courtroom for living in a city where a woman has to steal bread to save her
grandchildren from starvation. Mr Clerk, please collect the money in my hat.”
The accused went home with thirty-seven dollars and fifty cents, including fifty cents
from the shame-faced baker, and when the judge left the court he did so to a round of
applause from the public gallery.
Adapted from “One Hundred Wisdom Stories”, collected by Margaret Silf.
Unlike 1930s America, we have a welfare state, but it is one where applicants for benefits can wait
weeks without money. In 2019 five thousand people in Salisbury received help from the food bank.
https://salisbury.foodbank.org.uk/

A prison cell, in which one waits, hopes...and is completely dependent on the fact that
the door of freedom has to be opened from the outside, is not a bad picture of Advent.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Reset The Debt:
A fresh start for families in Britain swept into debt by Covid-19
A report by: the Baptist Union of Great Britain, the Church of Scotland, the Methodist
church, the United Reformed Church and Church action on poverty
Read our report exploring the household debt crisis caused by lockdown in the UK, and
why we think it’s time to #ResetTheDebt.
https://resetthedebt.files.wordpress.com/2020/10/jpit-reset-the-debt-report.pdf
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The December Newsletter was produced by Rachel and Simon Clarke.
Items for the Christmas / January Newsletter Special should be sent to Rachel Clarke
email: news.smc1759@gmail.com
Material for consideration should be as follows:
An A4 word or publisher document in Arial font size 14pt
Please ensure you have appropriate consent for any material submitted.
If you need help creating a document, please contact Rachel Clarke.

Material for the next newsletter should be received
no later than Friday 11th December 2020

Draw Robin Redbreast in your stable Nativity!

How Robin acquired his red breast!
On that first Christmas, it is said, the early morning was wrapped in a
bitter chill. The small fire in the stable was nearly out and Mary and
Joseph worried that Jesus would be cold. There was no more fuel for
the fire, so Mary turned to the animals about her and asked them for help. “Could
you blow on the embers” she asked the ox, “so the fire might continue to keep our
baby warm?” But the ox lay sound asleep on the stable floor and did not hear her.
Next, Mary asked the donkey to breathe life back into the fire, but the donkey was
so tired after the long journey to Bethlehem that he was also sleeping and didn’t
hear her.
Mary and Joseph were wondering what they could do when, suddenly, they heard a
fluttering of little wings. Looking up, they saw a plain, brown-coloured little bird flying
into the stall. The friendly little bird had heard Mary’s plea and come to offer his help.
He hovered over the dying fire and flapped his wings hard. His wings were like little
bellows, huffing and puffing air onto the embers, until they glowed bright red again.
He continued to fan the fire, singing his beautiful song all the while, until the ashes
began to kindle. With his beak, the little bird picked up some tiny, dry sticks and
tossed them into the fire. As he did so, a flame suddenly burst into life and burned
the little bird’s breast a bright red, but he bravely carried on fanning the fire until it
crackled brightly and filled the stable with warmth once again. Mary and Joseph
thanked and praised the little bird for all he had done. Mary asked him his name and
the little bird told her he was called Robin. She looked at his red breast, burned by
the flame, and said tenderly “From this day on your red breast will be a blessed
reminder of your noble deed, and people will know you as Robin Redbreast.”

Christmas Wordsearch
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Angels

Innkeeper

Sheep

Baby Jesus

Joseph

Shepherds

Bethlehem

Journey

Son

Camels

King Herod

Stable

Donkey

Manger

Star

Gabriel

Mary

Wise Men

God

Nazareth

Wonder

True humility is not thinking less of yourself, it’s
thinking of yourself less.
C S LEWIS
The ‘new’ normal sees the Listening Place only able to offer
Telephone Listening rather than face-to-face. Take up has
been disappointing and somewhat surprising (but perhaps
understandably) low. I think it may be as simple as potential clients wanting to talk to a
person rather than a telephone, especially when many will be feeling a strong sense of
isolation. Body language is such an important aspect of being listened to for the client
– as well as of listening for us.
What can we do?
Well since most of us are not actively listening perhaps we can reallocate some of that
time to additional prayer. God knows who the people who need us are, even if we
don’t, and prayer for them will surely not fall on deaf ears.
We were beginning to explore possible options when we went into the second
Lockdown! That is another topic for prayer along with God’s direction for the
management and Covid teams.
On a positive note, we have had encouraging interest in our Listening Courses; a
couple of people have signed up for training and are being followed up as I write.The
Listening Place is here to help. Please call 01722 325294, leave a message and we
will get back to you. Thank you.
Sue Robbins
You may also be interested to read the following by
(Kitty O’Meara (a retired teacher from Wisconsin, USA writing about Covid! )

And the people stayed home. And read books, and listened, and rested,
and exercised, and made art, and played games, and learned new ways of
being, and were still. And listened more deeply. Some meditated, some
prayed, some danced. Some met their shadows. And the people began to
think differently.
And the people healed. And, in the absence of people living in ignorant,
dangerous, mindless, and heartless ways, the earth began to heal.
And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again, they
grieved their losses, and made new choices, and dreamed new images,
and created new ways to live and heal the earth fully, as they had been
healed.
Kitty O’Meara written from her farmhouse .

Longing for light, we wait in darkness,
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
Light for the world to see.
Christ be our light!
Shine in our hearts,
Shine through the darkness,
Christ be our light!
Shine in your Church gathered today.
Bernadette Farrell

This lovely and challenging hymn continues with five more verses, reminding us about
some of the suffering in the world, remembering those who do not have enough to eat,
or clean water to drink, those who are homeless, and those who live in troubled,
dangerous situations. This year has been particularly difficult for many, with the added
distress caused by the Coronavirus pandemic. We are called to do whatever we can to
bring God’s light, to share what we can, and to serve each other.
In this season of Advent, and Christmas, many will think of those needing our help. We
can pray for individuals, known or unknown to us: for a particular country, or situation.
If we are able to, we may offer practical help. Some may like to make a donation to an
organisation or charity that is working to bring support.
Here are some suggestions for ways of giving practical help:
 At SMc we regularly support Action for Children during December, singing &
playing Carols at Waitrose, and through the Christmas Day offering. Sadly, it will
not be possible for either of these collections to take place this year.
You might like to donate by posting a cheque payable to Action for Children, and
sending to Action for Children, 3 The Boulevard, Ascot Road, Watford,
WD18 8AG, or Tel: 0300 1232112
Or online http://www.actionforchildren.org.uk
 All We Can, the Methodist relief and development charity,who work to change
lives of people living in some of the world’s poorest communities.
If you would like to donate you can post a cheque payable to All We Can, to All
We Can, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR
Tel: 020 74675132
Or online http://www.allwecan.org.
Stuck for Christmas present ideas? All We Can have an “Extraordinary
Christmas” Gifts catalogue starting at £10 gifts of Precious water, or for £16
Tools for Success.
 Trussell Trust Foodbank. If you shop at a supermarket with a donation collection
point, items particularly needed at this time are cartons of longlife orange juice,

toothbrushes, Christmas foods (with long shelf life), shampoo and bars of
chocolate.
Alternatively you can post a cheque, payable to Salisbury Foodbank, to The
Treasurer Salisbury Foodbank, Unit 6b Ashfield Trading Estate, Salisbury,
SP2 7HL. Tel 01722 580173
Or online http://www.salisbury.foodbank.org.uk
If you would like more information, please do phone me.
Margaret Rutt Tel: 01722 331013

Nativity Scenes

Our Zambia link
In October, the Zambian Government announced that the country would stop meeting
its debt repayments.
With Zambia’s debt repayment four times larger than what the Government spends on
the health service, the need for Zambia’s debts to be cancelled is clear.
But most of Zambia’s debts are to private lenders, who have refused to release
Zambia from its debts, because some of them are set to make up to 250% profit from
Zambia’s debts.
The Zambian government has for some years cut spending on public services in order
to meet the debt repayments, but the COVID 19 epidemic has meant increased
spending cannot be avoided - on health, on cleaning up public areas and on
information campaigns about avoiding infection.
The people and Government of Zambia need our prayers and our campaigning to drop
the debt.
Our partner congregation, St John’s United Church of Zambia (UCZ) congregation in
Mtendere, Lusaka, has suffered financially, like the rest of the country. Because,
during Zambia’s lockdown from March onwards, there were no big church services and
no Sunday collections, UCZ ministers could not be paid for two months.
St John’s congregation of over 2,000 members is organised in 13 sections – local
neighbourhoods of about 30 church households, and most members pay their church
collections to their section treasurer. So, even when Sunday services could not be
held, St John’s was receiving money from members to pay some of the wages and
property expenses.
Each month the 13 section treasurers meet with the minister, the Church treasurer and
the treasurers of the biggest groups of the congregation – the Women’s Christian
Fellowship, the Men’s Christian Fellowship and the youth. In this way, the financial
situation of the church is known to most church members, and the costs and
fundraising needs are shared.
Mtendere is not a wealthy neighbourhood, and church members are, like everyone,
suffering from the economic downturn provoked by the pandemic.
But St John’s, through the Community Development and Social Justice Group, still
helps the most needy people of the neighbourhood.
Keep St John’s, Mtendere, in your prayers, as they keep us in their prayers.
Cecil King
ANGELS needed on earth immediately for Christmas bags which are going out to the
community. If you are a quick knitter (or even a slow one) and could knit a/some
angel(s) it would be much appreciated.
I will be happy to pick them up from you when they are finished. Please contact me on
outreachworker@salisburymethodist.org.uk or text or ring me on 07818 818247.
Blessings,
Linda Hayman

Knit an Angel
Use DK yarn and UK needle size in
range 8 -11 (3.00 mm – 4.00 mm)
Cast on 36sts
K 4rows
Stocking Stitch 12 rows
K8 K2tog K16 K2tog K8 (34 sts)
Stocking stitch 3 rows
K8 K2tog K14 K2tog K8 (32 sts)
Stocking stitch 3 rows
K8 K2tog K12 K2tog K8 (30 sts)
Stocking stitch 3 rows
K8 K2tog K10 K2tog K8 (28 sts)
Stocking stitch 6 rows
P2 tog to end (14 sts) to create neck
Join in head colour.
Stocking stitch 4 rows
K5 increase in next 4 sts K5 (18 sts)
Stocking stitch 5 rows
Join in hair colour
Stocking stitch 2 rows
K2 tog to end
Break off yarn leaving long thread which should be threaded through stitches
Wings – Make 2
Using white cast on 5 sts
Work in garter stitch throughout
Inc 1 st at beginning of first and every following row until there are 10 stitches.
G st 10 rows
Dec 1 st at end of next row and every following row until 4 sts remain
Cast off
Oversew wings together
Sew to back of angel at back of the upper body.
If possible insert stitches to create the face and give the angel ‘personality’

Action for Children’s Starry Night
ticket, silent auction, prize draw
and donation event
Hosted by Channel 4 News' Jon Snow, Action for
Children’s Starry Night will bring an evening of
Christmas carols, sparkling entertainment and festive
cheer to homes across the UK (and beyond!) on
Tuesday 8 December 2020.
Every child’s Christmas should be full of excitement, warmth and laughter. But for
many children, this year will be very different.
Thousands of children and young people face Christmas without a hot meal, a present
or a safe place to sleep. The pandemic has had a devastating impact on their lives.
You could change this.
Every penny raised will go towards supporting the vital work that Action for Children
does all across the UK. Before coronavirus hit more than 4 million children in the UK
were locked in poverty. That’s the equivalent of nine children in every school class of
30. More families are having to choose between paying their bills or feeding their
children. And with Christmas just around the corner, they're terrified about how they’re
going to cope.
Life has become a desperate struggle for so many UK children and families. We've
seen how their lives have been turned upside down. But we've also seen the life changing difference you can make.
Join us on Tuesday 8 December for an evening of exclusive entertainment, classic
carols sung by The Epiphoni Consort, and appearances from some very special guests
including Angellica Bell, Leona Lewis and Call the Midwife's Jenny Agutter OBE, and
help us reach the thousands of children and young people who are facing Christmas
without a hot meal, a present or a safe place to sleep.
Get involved - buy a ticket
Tickets are £10 per household and can be bought by clicking on the Purchase Ticket
tab. Please consider making a donation when purchasing your ticket to make an even
bigger difference to vulnerable children’s lives.
Get involved – donations and virtual gifting
Click the Make a Donation tab to help vulnerable children across the UK. Donating just
£10 could pay for a day’s food for a child at Christmas; £25 could pay for a pair of
shoes for a child in winter; £40 could pay for warm winter clothes for a child.
If you are stuck for a present idea for a family member, friend or colleague this
Christmas, why not donate to Action for Children on their behalf? You will receive a

certificate of recognition to share with them. There’s no better gift, than the gift of
giving.
Get involved – silent auction
Browse our silent auction by clicking on the Silent Auction Items tab. From the chance
for your children to star on the silver screen and a once in a lifetime trip to the Maldives
to a luxury accessory bundle, there is something for everyone!
Get involved – prize draw
Click on the Prize Draw tab to enter our Starry Night prize draw and be in with a
chance of winning some amazing prizes!
For more information on how the silent auction, prize draw or pledge works, please
visit the FAQs tab. For security reasons you'll need to take just a few minutes to
register your details and enter your credit or debit card information before placing your
first bid.
https://www.starry-night.co.uk/lite-ui/?controller=home

METHODIST WOMEN in BRITAIN - SOUTHAMPTON DISTRICT

As we were unable to meet for the Celebration Day in October, we have prepared an
online YouTube celebration instead. It premiered on November 23rd at 10.30 am and
is available on https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LrPL1GvIyEk
The theme is ‘Water of Life’ and includes worship, prayers and a bible study and
updates on MWiB happenings and the District Partnership with Fiji which will continue
for a second year. We have so far managed to raise almost £3,000 towards the
£10,000 needed to provide the boats for the two villages.

Usually the Easter Offering collection and service raises about £350,000 for the World
Mission Fund but this year it was unable to take place, so it is currently difficult for the
Fund to provide much needed help and continue to support ongoing partnership s. The
service written for this year will be used next Easter, but the Methodist World Church is
suggesting that personal donations could perhaps be made this Christmas time to help
and support the fund.
Liz Chick

The wandering Wise Men
If you are looking for an alternative to the Elf on the Shelf look no more, the Wandering
Wise Men are here to follow a star and take a journey with you. Each day they share a
piece of the real story of Christmas with you or suggest an Act of Random Kindne ss you
could do in the true spirit of the season. And occasionally they get up to something
mischievous.
You can buy 3 Wise Men, like these from Amazon

Or make some yourself like these

It doesn’t really matter what your Wise Men look like. What matters is the Wise Men are
on the move on their journey.
On odd days from December 1st the Wise Men share the Christmas Story while
travelling around your house. On even days they get a little mischievous and
suggest an act of random kindness you could do.
1st Dec
A long time ago, there was a lady called Mary. One day, while Mary was
doing the washing up, she saw a bright light. She had to cover her eyes because it was
so bright.
3rd Dec
A long time ago, there was a lady called Mary. One day, while Mary was
doing the washing up, she saw a bright light. She had to cover her eyes because it was
so bright. The bright light was an angel. Angels are very beautiful creatures who live in
Heaven and work for God.

5th Dec
A long time ago, there was a lady called Mary. One day, while Mary was
doing the washing up, she saw a bright light. She had to cover her eyes because it was
so bright. The bright light was an angel. Angels are very beautiful creatures who live in
Heaven and work for God. The angel gave Mary a message from God – he said she was
going to have a baby.
Soon Mary’s tummy started to get bigger as the baby in her tummy started to grow.
7th Dec
A long time ago, there was a lady called Mary. One day, while Mary was
doing the washing up, she saw a bright light. She had to cover her eyes because it was
so bright. The bright light was an angel. Angels are very beautiful creatures who live in
Heaven and work for God. The angel gave Mary a message from God – he said she was
going to have a baby.
Soon Mary’s tummy started to get bigger as the baby in her tummy started to grow. Just a
few weeks before her baby was ready to be born, the king told all the people in the
country that they had to travel to the place where their family was from. This meant Mary
and Joseph had to go on a journey.
9th Dec
A long time ago, there was a lady called Mary. One day, while Mary was
doing the washing up, she saw a bright light. She had to cover her eyes because it was
so bright. The bright light was an angel. Angels are very beautiful creatures who live in
Heaven and work for God. The angel gave Mary a message from God – he said she was
going to have a baby.
Soon Mary’s tummy started to get bigger as the baby in her tummy started to grow. Just a
few weeks before her baby was ready to be born, the king told all the people in the
country that they had to travel to the place where their family was from. This meant Mary
and Joseph had to go on a journey. Mary and Joseph had to travel a long way to a town
called Bethlehem. Mary had to walk very slowly because she had a baby in her tummy. It
was very tiring.
11th Dec A long time ago, there was a lady called Mary. One day, while Mary was
doing the washing up, she saw a bright light. She had to cover her eyes because it was
so bright. The bright light was an angel. Angels are very beautiful creatures who live in
Heaven and work for God. The angel gave Mary a message from God – he said she was
going to have a baby.
Soon Mary’s tummy started to get bigger as the baby in her tummy started to grow. Just a
few weeks before her baby was ready to be born, the king told all the people in the
country that they had to travel to the place where their family was from. This meant Mary
and Joseph had to go on a journey. Mary and Joseph had to travel a long way to a town

called Bethlehem. Mary had to walk very slowly because she had a baby in her tummy. It
was very tiring. When Mary and Joseph got to Bethlehem, all the hotels were full, so they
had to sleep in a barn, where the animals sleep. That night, Mary’s baby was born. She
called him ‘Jesus’.
13th Dec A long time ago, there was a lady called Mary. One day, while Mary was
doing the washing up, she saw a bright light. She had to cover her eyes because it was
so bright. The bright light was an angel. Angels are very beautiful creatures who live in
Heaven and work for God. The angel gave Mary a message from God – he said she was
going to have a baby.
Soon Mary’s tummy started to get bigger as the baby in her tummy started to grow. Just a
few weeks before her baby was ready to be born, the king told all the people in the
country that they had to travel to the place where their family was from. This meant Mary
and Joseph had to go on a journey. Mary and Joseph had to travel a long way to a town
called Bethlehem. Mary had to walk very slowly because she had a baby in her tummy. It
was very tiring. When Mary and Joseph got to Bethlehem, all the hotels were full, so they
had to sleep in a barn, where the animals sleep. That night, Mary’s baby was born. She
called him ‘Jesus’. Mary didn’t have a cot to put baby Jesus in so she laid him in the
animal’s food bowl called a manger!
15th Dec A long time ago, there was a lady called Mary. One day, while Mary was
doing the washing up, she saw a bright light. She had to cover her eyes because it was
so bright. The bright light was an angel. Angels are very beautiful creatures who live in
Heaven and work for God. The angel gave Mary a message from God – he said she was
going to have a baby.
Soon Mary’s tummy started to get bigger as the baby in her tummy started to grow. Just a
few weeks before her baby was ready to be born, the king told all the people in the
country that they had to travel to the place where their family was from. This meant Mary
and Joseph had to go on a journey. Mary and Joseph had to travel a long way to a town
called Bethlehem. Mary had to walk very slowly because she had a baby in her tummy. It
was very tiring. When Mary and Joseph got to Bethlehem, all the hotels were full, so they
had to sleep in a barn, where the animals sleep. That night, Mary’s baby was born. She
called him ‘Jesus’. Mary didn’t have a cot to put baby Jesus in so she laid him in the
animal’s food bowl called a manger! Jesus was a special baby – he was God’s baby –
and God wanted everyone to know that Jesus had been born.
17th Dec A long time ago, there was a lady called Mary. One day, while Mary was
doing the washing up, she saw a bright light. She had to cover her eyes because it was
so bright. The bright light was an angel. Angels are very beautiful creatures who live in

Heaven and work for God. The angel gave Mary a message from God – he said she was
going to have a baby.
Soon Mary’s tummy started to get bigger as the baby in her tummy started to grow. Just a
few weeks before her baby was ready to be born, the king told all the people in the
country that they had to travel to the place where their family was from. This meant Mary
and Joseph had to go on a journey. Mary and Joseph had to travel a long way to a town
called Bethlehem. Mary had to walk very slowly because she had a baby in her tummy. It
was very tiring. When Mary and Joseph got to Bethlehem, all the hotels were full, so they
had to sleep in a barn, where the animals sleep. That night, Mary’s baby was born. She
called him ‘Jesus’. Mary didn’t have a cot to put baby Jesus in so she laid him in the
animal’s food bowl called a manger! Jesus was a special baby – he was God’s baby –
and God wanted everyone to know that Jesus had been born. Most of the people in
Bethlehem were asleep but there were some shepherds in the fields, looking after their
sheep.
19th Dec A long time ago, there was a lady called Mary. One day, while Mary was
doing the washing up, she saw a bright light. She had to cover her eyes because it was
so bright. The bright light was an angel. Angels are very beautiful creatures who live in
Heaven and work for God. The angel gave Mary a message from God – he said she was
going to have a baby.
Soon Mary’s tummy started to get bigger as the baby in her tummy started to grow. Just a
few weeks before her baby was ready to be born, the king told all the people in the
country that they had to travel to the place where their family was from. This meant Mary
and Joseph had to go on a journey. Mary and Joseph had to travel a long way to a town
called Bethlehem. Mary had to walk very slowly because she had a baby in her tummy. It
was very tiring. When Mary and Joseph got to Bethlehem, all the hotels were full, so they
had to sleep in a barn, where the animals sleep. That night, Mary’s baby was born. She
called him ‘Jesus’. Mary didn’t have a cot to put baby Jesus in so she laid him in the
animal’s food bowl called a manger! Jesus was a special baby – he was God’s baby –
and God wanted everyone to know that Jesus had been born. Most of the people in
Bethlehem were asleep but there were some shepherds in the fields, looking after their
sheep. God sent some angels to sing to the shepherds and tell them all about baby
Jesus. The shepherds were so excited that they ran to the barn to see Jesus.
21st Dec A long time ago, there was a lady called Mary. One day, while Mary was
doing the washing up, she saw a bright light. She had to cover her eyes because it was
so bright. The bright light was an angel. Angels are very beautiful creatures who live in
Heaven and work for God. The angel gave Mary a message from God – he said she was
going to have a baby.

Soon Mary’s tummy started to get bigger as the baby in her tummy started to grow. Just a
few weeks before her baby was ready to be born, the king told all the people in the
country that they had to travel to the place where their family was from. This meant Mary
and Joseph had to go on a journey. Mary and Joseph had to travel a long way to a town
called Bethlehem. Mary had to walk very slowly because she had a baby in her tummy. It
was very tiring. When Mary and Joseph got to Bethlehem, all the hotels were full, so they
had to sleep in a barn, where the animals sleep. That night, Mary’s baby was born. She
called him ‘Jesus’. Mary didn’t have a cot to put baby Jesus in so she laid him in the
animal’s food bowl called a manger! Jesus was a special baby – he was God’s baby –
and God wanted everyone to know that Jesus had been born. Most of the people in
Bethlehem were asleep but there were some shepherds in the fields, looking after their
sheep. God sent some angels to sing to the shepherds and tell them all about baby
Jesus. The shepherds were so excited that they ran to the barn to see Jesus. God also
put a giant star in the sky like a big birthday candle for baby Jesus.
23rd Dec A long time ago, there was a lady called Mary. One day, while Mary was
doing the washing up, she saw a bright light. She had to cover her eyes because it was
so bright. The bright light was an angel. Angels are very beautiful creatures who live in
Heaven and work for God. The angel gave Mary a message from God – he said she was
going to have a baby.
Soon Mary’s tummy started to get bigger as the baby in her tummy started to grow. Just a
few weeks before her baby was ready to be born, the king told all the people in the
country that they had to travel to the place where their family was from. This meant Mary
and Joseph had to go on a journey. Mary and Joseph had to travel a long way to a town
called Bethlehem. Mary had to walk very slowly because she had a baby in her tummy. It
was very tiring. When Mary and Joseph got to Bethlehem, all the hotels were full, so they
had to sleep in a barn, where the animals sleep. That night, Mary’s baby was born. She
called him ‘Jesus’. Mary didn’t have a cot to put baby Jesus in so she laid him in the
animal’s food bowl called a manger! Jesus was a special baby – he was God’s baby –
and God wanted everyone to know that Jesus had been born. Most of the people in
Bethlehem were asleep but there were some shepherds in the fields, looking after their
sheep. God sent some angels to sing to the shepherds and tell them all about baby
Jesus. The shepherds were so excited that they ran to the barn to see Jesus. God also
put a giant star in the sky like a big birthday candle for baby Jesus. The Wise Men were
looking at the sky and they saw the special star. They followed the star all the way to
baby Jesus.
24th Dec A long time ago, there was a lady called Mary. One day, while Mary was
doing the washing up, she saw a bright light. She had to cover her eyes because it was

so bright. The bright light was an angel. Angels are very beautiful creatures who live in
Heaven and work for God. The angel gave Mary a message from God – he said she was
going to have a baby.
Soon Mary’s tummy started to get bigger as the baby in her tummy started to grow. Just a
few weeks before her baby was ready to be born, the king told all the people in the
country that they had to travel to the place where their family was from. This meant Mary
and Joseph had to go on a journey. Mary and Joseph had to travel a long way to a town
called Bethlehem. Mary had to walk very slowly because she had a baby in her tummy. It
was very tiring. When Mary and Joseph got to Bethlehem, all the hotels were full, so they
had to sleep in a barn, where the animals sleep. That night, Mary’s baby was born. She
called him ‘Jesus’. Mary didn’t have a cot to put baby Jesus in so she laid him in the
animal’s food bowl called a manger! Jesus was a special baby – he was God’s baby –
and God wanted everyone to know that Jesus had been born. Most of the people in
Bethlehem were asleep but there were some shepherds in the fields, looking after their
sheep. God sent some angels to sing to the shepherds and tell them all about baby
Jesus. The shepherds were so excited that they ran to the barn to see Jesus. God also
put a giant star in the sky like a big birthday candle for baby Jesus. The Wise Men were
looking at the sky and they saw the special star. They followed the star all the way to
baby Jesus. When they saw him, they bowed down to tell Jesus that they thought he was
special and gave him presents.
Suggested Acts of Random Kindness
2nd Dec The Wise Men are eating a tiny bowl of breakfast cereal. Maybe it would be
nice to give some to a food bank.
4th Dec
The Wise Men are in the wardrobe pulling out clothes How about donating
clothes to charity
6th Dec
The Wise Men are in the letter box. How did they ever get there? You could
write a letter or make a picture to cheer someone up
8th Dec
The Wise Men are in the bathroom with your toothbrush. Time to clean your
teeth and smile at a stranger
10th Dec

are piling dishes in the sink. How about you help with the washing up

12th Dec What’s that in your parents coffee cup. If your parents go to a coffee shop get
them to pay a coffee forward

14th Dec The Wise Men are in your cereal with a thank you card. Give it to the ladies in
your school office for all their hard work
16th Dec

Thank a dinner lady for looking out for everyone

18th Dec The Wise Men are carrying a lollipop. Draw a picture for your school lollipop
person and maybe give them the lollipop.
20th Dec
the NHS

The Wise Men know who delivers babies. Put a rainbow in your window for

22th Dec
special

The Wise Men have hidden a mobile phone. Find it and phone someone

24th Dec

Do something nice for your neighbour like make them a Christmas card

As the Wandering kings travel around your house make sure they have either a piece of
the Christmas story or a suggested Act of Random Kindness with them for the family to
share each day. On Christmas eve move them near a nativity scene and read the whole
story.
Don’t have a nativity scene? Why not make one.
https://www.housebeautiful.com/uk/decorate/display/how-to/a19/how-to-make-a-nativityscene/
This one is easy but there are lots more around the internet and YouTube.
You can watch the story here in two short animations
https://youtu.be/v3656G6tWuI
https://youtu.be/TJIC57EvYFo
Or read what the Bible says about it here
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1%2D20&version=NIV
And here
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A18-25&version=HCSB

We hope you enjoy this fun reminder of the meaning of Christmas.

MAYBE
Maybe it is in the waiting for God,
not in the wandering from store to store,
that we find our way.
Maybe it is in the friendship of God,
not in the frenzy of the crowds,
that we are led to the manger.
Maybe it is in the steadfast love of God,
and not in the pile of stuff under the tree,
that we find what we have been searching for all our lives.
Maybe, just maybe, God of Advent,
this year will be different.
Maybe, just maybe,
we will let you lead us to Bethlehem.
Thom M Shuman

BUMPER SALES AT THE FAIRTRADE MOBILE SHOP!
The last 3 weeks have been extremely busy and, with all the extra Christmas orders,
we have taken £790.72 to date! That figure doesn’t even include the Zaytoun products
bought separately from Barbara, so it will certainly have been a bumper month. (See
Rosemary looking elegant in her beautiful new wool wrap on the last page). Last
weekend Traidcraft received almost 3000 orders, an unprecedented amount – good
news of course but, with a limited number of staff allowed in the warehouse, the extra
demand put pressure on both staff and stocks. They are working hard to restock but
some items will not now be available before Christmas. Apologies therefore to those
people whose orders we have not been able to fulfill.
Along with our usual basics we currently have good stocks of treats like Divine
chocolate bars, Divine Dark Chocolate Thins, Cookies and biscuits, chocolate covered
raisins, also dried fruit, nuts, dates etc. But if you are thinking of putting together a few
items as a gift for a friend, please don’t leave it too late.
If you fancy a change from your usual festive cake this year, why not try the following
recipe, recently spotted by Barbara and myself, using fairtrade ingredients – we can
supply dates, raisins, sultanas, cocoa powder and dark chocolate!
Monica Gillings on behalf of the Fairtrade Team

Date and chocolate Christmas cake
Prep 25 min
Cook 2 hr 15 - 2 hr 30 min
Serves 12
450g medjool dates, pitted
1 tsp bicarbonate of soda
200g raisins
150g sultanas
150g dried cranberries
100ml brandy, plus extra to brush
200g dark muscovado sugar
150g unsalted butter
Juice and zest of 1 orange
3 medium eggs, beaten
200g plain flour
50g ground almonds
2 tbsp cocoa powder
2 tsp ground cinnamon
2 tsp ground ginger
½ tsp ground cloves
½ tsp ground cardamom
120g dark chocolate, roughly chopped
Grease a deep, round 23 cm cake tin and line the base and sides with a double layer
of baking paper, paper, allowing it to extend about 10 cm above the rim. Heat the oven
to 140C (130C fan)/300F/gas 2.
Chop the dates into small pieces, put them in a bowl with 250 ml boiling water and the
bicarb, stir and leave to soak for 10 minutes.
Put all the other dried fruit into a large saucepan with the brandy, sugar, butter, orange
zest and juice, and simmer gently for 10 minutes, stirring occasionally. Remove from
the heat, stir in the softened dates and leave to cool to room temperature. Once
cooled, stir in the beaten eggs.
In a separate bowl, sift the flour, ground almonds, cocoa powder and spices. Pour this
into the fruit mixture and stir until fully combined. Fold in the chopped chocolate, then
pour the batter into the prepared cake tin.
Bake the cake for two hours and 15 minutes to two hours and 30 minutes, or until a
skewer inserted into the centre comes out clean. Leave to cool in the tin, then poke a
few holes across the surface and brush with a little more brandy. Wrap the cake well in
greaseproof paper and a layer of foil, and store in a cool, dark place until required.

See - with thanks to Rosemary Dover - what Traidcraft has to offer. Catalogues
available from Monica.

