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Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning 
Jesus, to Thee be glory given 

Word of the Father 
Now in flesh appearing 

O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him 

Christ the Lord! 
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Worship over the Christmas 2020 period and in January 2021 
 

Please can we remind you, that if you wish to attend worship in person you should 
book either via the church website or by phone. Whilst the church office is closed 
please phone 01980 610594. 
 

Booking is essential over the Christmas period so that we can seat everybody 
safely. 
 

Sunday 20th December - Advent 4 - Revd Anna Bishop 
 

Service in the Sanctuary 10.45. Recorded service available. This service will include 
carols sung by our young people, hand bell ringing and traditional Christmas 
readings. 
 

Christmas Day - Friday 25th December- Revd Anna Bishop 
 

Service in the Sanctuary 10.00. Our recorded service on YouTube will be available 
from 6:00am. This service will include a pre-recorded Nativity acted out by our 
young people. 
 

Sunday 27th December 
 

No Service at SMc due to Covid19 restrictions. 
 

Please note from January all services will revert to the traditional time of 10.30 
am, and will also be Live streamed from the Sanctuary 
 

Sunday January 3rd - Revd Bryan Coates 
 

Service Live streamed from the Sanctuary. 
 

Sunday 10 January - Revd Anna Bishop 
 

Service Live streamed from the Sanctuary. This will be our annual Covenant service 
and will include the sacrament of Holy Communion. 
 

Sunday 17 January - Revd Dr Peter Ensor 
 

Service Live streamed from the Sanctuary. 
 

Sunday 24 January - Revd Anna Bishop 
 

Service Live streamed from the Sanctuary. 
 

Sunday 31 January - Mrs Valerie Liversidge 
 

Service Live streamed from the Sanctuary. 
 

Jim Gillings on behalf of the Restart Group 
 

 

New contact details for Anna Bishop are: 
 

4, Prince's Close 

Redlynch 
Salisbury 

SP5 2HQ 
 

01725 513434 



To the Members of the Congregation of Salisbury Methodist Church 

 

Dear Friends, 

I am writing with an expression of real appreciation and gratitude. 

To say that this year has been a difficult one is an enormous understatement. The 

Coronavirus pandemic has brought very large repercussions on a world-wide scale 

and we have not had to cope with such devastation and change in so many ways for 

a long, long time. The foundations of our society seem to have been shaken and the 

tremors have been keenly felt in church. Add to that the sad and troubling fact for 

us, as both Church and Circuit, that David has been on sick leave for almost twelve 

months since early January. 

We have coped. That is in no small measure down to a whole team of people. Once 

again, I am glad to pay tribute to Anna, whom the Circuit Leadership Team and I 

have asked to take overall responsibility for SMc during this uncertain period. Anna 

has willingly given an enormous amount of time, energy and devotion. Our Thanks 

also go to Valerie and the team of Stewards and Church Officers for their constancy 

and leadership; to Liz, Mike and David and to those who with them, have kept a 

watch on the routine of maintaining our Church and its property; to Nigel and Hilary 

who, with the financial commitment of our members, have kept rigorous eyes on our 

stability and ability to pay our way; to Jim and the Covid 19 group who, with 

seemingly endless meetings after both lockdowns, have made the resumption of our 

Worship possible; to Nick and Rob and the ‘Techy’ team who have explored the 

ways and means of streaming Services so that a much larger group of people have 

been enabled to share our Worship; to the group of Supernumerary Ministers who 

have offered their invaluable support; and, not least, Sandra and all the Pastoral 

Visitors who have supported and encouraged our people through this past year. I t is 

a long list, and I could have included more, but I do want also to say Thank You to 

every member of the congregation for your faithfulness and generosity. We are still 

Salisbury Methodist church. 

We have done more than just cope. We have learned new skills. This time last year 

few of us would have heard of Zoom let alone used it for meetings and 

conversations. Preachers, lay and ordained, have discovered streaming as a means 

of leading Worship. We are on the threshold of broadcasting live Services from the 

sanctuary so that an enlarged circle of worshippers can share in them even though 

they cannot be physically present. The Circuit has made available some low-key 

computer devices – and also some basic training in their use – to further extend this 

distanced participation in Worship. 

It hasn’t been entirely ideal and, although there are promising and hopeful signs of a 

new beginning with the start of the roll out of the vaccine programme, we still have 

some issues to tackle. I am very concerned that we provide adequate support for 

Anna – and a reminder that she is only employed on a part-time basis – but also that 



we should find ways not to overburden our pastoral team. As I have written before, 

the care and safety of our people is paramount. I believe we must invest some time 

and effort and, if appropriate, some resources into this vital area of our Church’s 

work. 

I turn the corner of the year with optimism. The President and the Vice President of 

the Methodist Church for this year have adopted as their ‘Watchword’ Johns 

Wesley’s phrase ‘Best of all, God is with us.’ That’s for us too as we move through 

Christmas and the good news of Christ’s Incarnation and on into the New Year. 

Sincerely 

Bryan 

Bryan Coates 

Acting Superintendent Minister 

 

 

Orrin and Jago’s Christmas Jokes 

 

What’s the best ever Christmas Present? 

A broken drum, because you can’t beat it! 

 

What do you call a secret agent in a Christmas pie factory? 

A mince spy! 

 

What happened to the man who shoplifted a calendar at Christmas? 

He got twelve months! 

 

What does Santa use to weed his garden? 

A hoe-hoe-hoe! 

 

Why does Santa go down smoke-black chimneys? 

Because it soots him! 

 

What are the best things to put into a Christmas pudding? 

Your teeth! 



Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

I would like to begin by wishing you a Merry Christmas; I would like to, but I know 
that for many people this Christmas will be far from merry or happy. 
 
One of my favourite prayers is in Jim Cotter’s version of the ancient monastic 
service of night prayer, Compline, which is available every evening on the Circuit 
YouTube channel. Cotter attributes this prayer to Elizabeth Basset: 
 

O God, the source of the whole world’s gladness and the bearer of its pain, 
May your unconquerable joy rest at the heart of all our trouble and distress. 
 

Perhaps you will be having a quieter Christmas than usual – or perhaps a busier 
one! One way or another I am sure it will be different. It is easy to focus heavily on 
what we are missing, what we have lost, what is not the way we would like it to be. 
And yet, this prayer reassures us that there will be different joys this Christmas, and 
encourages us to open our eyes to discern them. 
 
For God’s ‘unconquerable joy’ has nothing to do with jolly Christmas traditions or 
exuberant celebrations. It is a deep, inner ability to recognise Emmanuel, God-with-
Us, in any and all circumstances. 
 
So whatever your circumstances this Christmas, I pray that you may be able to rest 
in the deep ‘unconquerable joy’ of God-with-Us. 
 
With love, 

Anna. 
 

 

I would like to say a huge "Thank You" to Nick Rutt and everyone who has been 

involved, in any way, with the on-line production of the Sunday morning services. I 

cannot begin to understand how they do it - and am so impressed with their 

technical ability. It just leaves me amazed! 

 

Also, a few days ago I found a delightful Christmas Card from SMc on my doorstep. 

Again, I wish to congratulate and thank everyone who was instrumental in its 

preparation and delivery. It was such a lovely surprise. 

 

Many thanks also to all the newsletter team who compile an interesting and 

informative newsletter. I always look forward to receiving my “copy” at the end of 

every month - thank you! 

Rita Molland 

 



Christmas Greetings 
 

Happy Christmas to David and Helen Hookins. We hope that David’s health 
continues to improve and that he will be back as our Minister before too long. With 
love and best wishes for 2021 from all your friends at SMc. 
 
Christmas blessings on SMc from St John’s, Mtendere, Zambia. Thank you for your 
prayers. 
 
Christmas Greetings to everyone and lots of good wishes  
for a brighter and Happy New Year. 
Love from Vera. 
 
This year has helped me appreciate the friendship and fellowship of SMc folk even 
more. So I send you all joyous greetings for as good a celebration of our Saviour’s 
birth as is possible. 
Mary Parker 
 
Whatever is beautiful, whatever is meaningful, whatever brings you joy, may it be 
yours this Christmas and in the coming year, Any may the peace and love of our 
Lord Jesus fill your lives. 
With love, Linda (Hayman)  xx 
 
Thank you for your love & prayers. May the peace of the Christ-child be yours this 
Christmas 
Jenny and Michael Franklin 
 
Christmas greetings to all at Salisbury Methodist church and a healthy new year. 
Thanks for all your kindness. 
Betty Small 
 
Christmas greetings and thanks to all who provide the online services. 
Joan Smith 
 
Wishing all the church family a peaceful Christmas. Special thanks to the online 
services team. 
Mike and Jo Smith 
 
Merry Christmas & New Year. 
Wishing you a Season of Peace Love and Happiness. 
Phyl Coult 
 
Best wishes to everyone at SMc for Christmas and the New Year, 
from Wendy Edginton. 
 



I send best wishes for Christmas to all my friends at SMc. Hope to see you all in 
2021. 
Rita Molland 

Jenny and Bernard Robert send their love and best wishes to all their friends at SMc 
at this special time. 
 
Best wishes and Christmas greetings to all at SMc. God is with us. Alleluia. 
Len Parker 
 
Happy and blessed Christmas to all at SMc from the Barringtons –  
Steve, Catherine, Bertie, Cleo and Zom (the cat), Christmas greetings too from 
Yvonne, Catherine’s mother and the children’s Mamgu (Welsh for Grandma) 
 
Wishing you peace & joy this Christmas, & looking forward to seeing you in the new 
year. 
Sue, Doug & Kate Buttimer 
 
Wishing everyone at SMC peace, health and happiness in the coming year. 
Merry Christmas, 
from Katrina, Stefan, Abigail, Finlay, Orrin and Jago. 
 
Greetings and Best wishes to you all. 
Happy Christmas! 
With love, Margaret and Nick xx 
 
All good wishes for Christmas and hoping that 2021 will be a year of good health 
and greater freedom with many varied and fulfilling experiences for us all. 
Daphne Torok 
 
Wishing everyone at SMc a very happy Christmas and a healthy and peaceful 2021. 
Lynette Babidge 
 
A recommended Xmas read from Barbara: The Lightless Sky: my journey to safety 
as a child refugee by Gulwali Passarlay. 
 
With love and best wishes 
for a Happy Christmas and 
a peaceful New Year. 
Rob and Liz Tarlton 
 
Sue and Dave Gilbert wish everyone a peaceful Christmas. 
 
To friends at this special time. We wish you peace now and always. 
Love Antony, Karen, Gayle, Ruben and Jowan Rule 
 



Warmest good wishes to all. May the blessings of Christmas be with you now & 
throughout the coming year. 
Jim & Monica 
 
Christmas greetings to our SMc friends. Let's look forward to a blessed 2021. 
Ruth & David 
 
Wishing you all a blessed Christmas and a healthy new year. 
Peter, Rachel, Simon, Emma, Charlotte and Lucy 
 
Christmas greetings to all my lovely church family and many blessings for a better 
year in 2021. 
Liz Chick x 
 
More time this Christmas to reflect and be thankful. All good wishes. 
Pauline Gibson & family 
 
Praying for peace, joy, love to you all, this Christmas and always. 
Jane Taylor 
 
Carolyn and Ray Clarke would like to wish you all love and Peace at Christmas. 
  
Sandra and Paul Gunstone send love to you all for a peaceful Christmas and look 
forward to a better New Year for everyone. 
  
May Christmas bring light & joy to every one of our congregation and our wider 
family. Best wishes to everyone. 
Paul Butler 
 
Wishing everyone at SMc a merry Christmas and a happy new year. 
With love from Eileen Rattue, Alison Babey and family. 
 
Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas and a better time to come in 2021, 
with love from Valerie Liversidge 
 
Christmas greetings to you all, with every blessing for 2021. 
Terry and Dawn 
 
Happy Christmas and peace, love & strength for 2021. 
Love Anna, Dan, Grace & George Bishop. 
 
David & Helen Hookins would like to thank everyone for their support over this year. 
David is feeling a little better but is still signed off with depression and anxiety and 
the NHS is continuing to investigate his tiredness, which is not believed to be due to 
the lymphoma. 
We hope you have a merry Christmas and a happy New Year. 



 

PASTORAL PAGE 
 
(Please ensure that you have permission from the people concerned or their 
relatives before sending items for this page to Sandra Gunstone.) 
 
Our thoughts and prayers are with those who are suffering at home or in hospital.  
We are thinking also of those who are living alone or caring for a relative at home 
through this difficult time. Please contact your Pastoral Visitor or Sandra Gunstone if 
you would like to speak to one of our Supernumerary Ministers. 
 
Many people have been unwell during the past few months and are having doctor 
and hospital appointments. We send them our best wishes and hope it will not be 
too long before they are feeling well again. 
 
We send our thoughts and prayers to Paul Butler and his family. Paul’s mother died 
in Walsall during November. 
 
Len Parker sadly died suddenly on Saturday last, December 12, from a heart attack; 
he was in good cheer till his last days. 
 
Congratulations and love are sent to all who have or will be celebrating a 
special occasion.  We would love to share your news so please do not forget 
to let your Pastoral Visitor know of anything you wish to share with others – 
through the Newsletter.  
 
Congratulations and best wishes to Sue Gilbert who celebrates her big ‘0’ birthday 
on 10 January 2021. 
 
Rose Hughes has a very special big ‘0’ birthday on 23 January 2021 and we send 
our good wishes to her. 
 
We wish Graham (Grey) Turner a Happy Birthday as he celebrates a big ‘0’ birthday 
on 25 January 2021.  
 
I would like to send Christmas greetings to you all and hope that in the 
circumstances it will be a Peaceful time for us all. 
 
Please telephone your pastoral visitor even if you only want a chat.  We are 
always here for you!!! 
 
I would like to thank all Pastoral Visitors for their care of others during this 
difficult time and if you would like to become a Pastoral Visitor please let me 
know. ( Sandra Gunstone Pastoral Sec.) 412847.  
 



Our Online Worship is Changing 
 
Since last March we have been offering recorded online worship each week via our 
YouTube channel. 
The response has surprised us, with over 100 viewings most weeks. The “team” 
have been grateful for all the support and messages that we have received over the 
last months. 
Recorded worship has involved a significant amount of behind the scenes work. The 
preachers and readers have needed to record themselves, and Jonathan has 
arranged and recorded the music, as well as preparing the words of the hymns. This 
all gets sent via the internet to a secure mailbox. Finally, Rob Tarlton and myself, 
then edit all the parts together. There have been many new skills to learn, and 
many, many hours spent! 
 
On Sunday January 3rd, we change again. Rob and I feel both excited, and just a bit 
anxious, about the new live streaming equipment that has been installed in the 
Sanctuary; a whole new skill set to learn! 
From the start of the New Year, online services will be ‘live streamed’ directly from 
the sanctuary. 
 
Our service time will also return to our usual 10:30 am, so the streaming will 
begin at around 10:28 am. 
 
We are in no way professional TV people, but we will do our best to relay to you a 
meaningful and spiritual experience. 
Please join us each week, as we share in fellowship together. 
 
If you feel like having a go, and learning with us, or if you are interested in joining 
the team, then please contact Rob or myself. 
 
If you are part of the live congregation but don’t wish to be seen (not even from 
behind) then please indicate to the steward that you wish to be seated under the 
balcony. 
 
Best wishes, Nick Rutt  
online@salisburymethodist.org.uk 

 
 

Our updated A/V area 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Not on the internet? You can still listen to our services. 
 
Each week we produce an audio version of the service. This is available either on a 
CD or on a memory stick which can be played on a simple to use player. The 
players are available for loan, and very easy to use. Each service comes with a 
sheet with the hymn words, bible readings, and pictures of those taking part. Please 
get in touch if you are interested, and we will arrange everything. The box has an 
on/off switch and a volume control. 
 

 
 
Nick Rutt 
 
 

 
 
One of the things I love about SMc, is that everything that happens in the life of this 
church is a team effort; not a single act of worship or pastoral call or act of outreach 
is the work of only one person. SMc really does offer “the ministry of the whole 
people of God”! 
 
Never have I been more grateful for that than in times of crisis (remember little 
Victoria’s surprise baptism?) and this year has been a protracted crisis. 
 
The life and work of SMc has continued and adapted thanks to the hard work and 
devotion of many, many people. Bryan has named many and expressed thanks on 
behalf of the Circuit. But I would like to add my own heartfelt, personal thanks to you 
all. I have been so moved by your support, encouragement, prayers and practical 
help, and the sense of working with you and alongside you as a team is very 
precious to me. 
 
Thank you and God bless you. 
 
With love, Anna. 
 



Romans 12v13: Practice hospitality 

 

Little did I imagine when my brother-in-law in his stentorian way (he was a drama 

teacher after all) read this at our wedding, quite what this would mean 35 years on. 

My husband David is a trustee for the charity Migrant Help. They have the contract 

from the Home Office to deliver assistance and advice to asylum seekers. For 

various reasons, including COVID, there is a huge backlog of asylum seekers 

waiting to be placed into what is known as ‘dispersed accommodation’. This is 

generally a shared house provided by a commercial housing management company 

anywhere in the country where they stay until their claim is determined by the Home 

Office. Before that they are placed in ‘initial accommodation’ usually a hostel for 

about 6 weeks but this is now running into months and they are regularly being 

moved from one place to another, including redundant hotels. The Home Secretary 

recently decided to start using ex-MOD properties as “camps”. For some escaping 

from military regimes this can be particularly traumatic and social distancing in 

shared bunk rooms is virtually impossible. 

So, David went off about 8 weeks ago to visit the camp at Penally, near Tenby. Here 

he met K, a Syrian asylum seeker whose journey to this point has already taken two 

years. Three further visits followed to the camp. K, along with 5 other asylum 

seekers, had set up a camp residents’ committee to provide English, Art and Music 

classes and to organise day trips outside provided by local charities. This makes it 

sound rather like a well-run version of Colditz but there are some very grim aspects 

to life in that camp. We knew of a charity ‘Refugees at Home’ and contacted them to 

offer K a place in our home. The Red Cross branch in Bournemouth look after K’s 

interests and after a quick home check and references we were approved as 

“Hosts”. On the eve of the second lockdown David drove to Penally again and 

brought K to Salisbury. I was concerned that removing such an asset to other the 

residents of the camp would make their conditions worse. I need not have worried 

as he remains in close contact helping with those there by WhatsApp. 

Sharing our house with him has brought us many benefits. He loves to cook and our 

meals are now “amazing” (one of his favourite words!), He offers help all the time 

whether it’s manual labour in the garden or sharing our shifts in the Alabaré charity 

shops. As a well-educated Sunni Muslim his Bible knowledge puts us to shame. We 

do not know how long he will be with us - not quite the adage a ‘Refugee is for Life 

not just for Christmas’ - but it certainly looks like he’ll be here to share a meal with 

our family on Christmas Day. 

 



You can find out more about the charity herehttps://www.refugeesathome.org/ 

And the work of Migrant Help here https://www.migranthelpuk.org/ 

Diana Noble 

 

https://www.refugeesathome.org/
https://www.migranthelpuk.org/


Fairtrade Shop - Thank You! 
 
The last 3 weeks have continued to be busy with extra orders for Christmas. A friend 
of mine who placed a large order commented: ‘I really want my pound to work 
harder this year’ which immediately brought to mind the words from the Gift Buying 
Guide featured in the December Newsletter: ’Use the power of your Christmas 
pound to cast a vote for the kind of world you want‘. So a huge ‘thank you’ to all of 
you who have used the power of your pound throughout the year to change lives for 
the better. 
 
Over the past 3 weeks we have taken at least £550.00. Our last deliveries for this 
year were made on Tuesday 15 December and we will be starting again on Tuesday 
12 January. We plan to continue for the foreseeable future and welcome customers 
old and new. In the last week we have received the good news that the sugars are 
back in stock after lengthy supply issues! We will once more have raw cane, 
demerara, golden caster and dark muscovado. 
 
Warm Christmas greetings and good wishes for a happy and healthy 2021 from the 
Fairtrade team. 
 
Monica Gillings 

 

 
   IMAGINE……………….. 
 
We all know that Winter has arrived now because the weather has turned so cold. 
Imagine that you had nowhere to call home; perhaps your relationship had broken 
down; perhaps your friends were fed up with you sleeping on their sofa…….. You 
have to spend your days walking around Salisbury looking for somewhere to get 
warm; not so easy now that the number of people in each shop is being counted. 
Imagine that you had lost your job because of Covid and money in the family is so 
tight that you manage to feed the children by going without meals yourself. 
Imagine how welcome a hot cup of soup each evening would be. Every night of the 
week a team from Encircles meet on the library steps to give soup to anyone who 
wants it. The soup is donated by members of the city churches who each have a 
regular slot, and SMc has Monday night. 
Imagine how you could help with this project…… You will probably have spare 
vegetables at Christmas. Freeze them now and then use them later on to make 5 
litres of soup for the one session that you have volunteered to supply. 
The rota of helpers from January to March is being made now. Please phone 
335917 to have your name added to the list. 
 
Thank you, Valerie Liversidge 
 
PS, If soup-making isn’t your thing, how about buying a spare tin of soup each week 
until your turn comes and then just reheat them? 
 



“Into this climate of fear and apprehension, Christmas enters, 

Streaming lights of joy, ringing bells of hope 

And singing carols of forgiveness high up in the bright air. 

The world is encouraged to come away from rancour, 

Come the way of friendship.” 

Maya Angelou 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The January Newsletter was produced by Rachel and Simon Clarke. 

Items 

 for the February Newsletter should be sent to Rachel Clarke 

no later than Friday 22nd January 2021 

email: news.smc1759@gmail.com 

Material for consideration should be as follows: 

An A4 word or publisher document in Arial font size 14pt 

Please ensure you have consent for any material submitted. 

If you need help creating a document, please contact Rachel Clarke. 
 

 
 

 

Although the prayer below has become known as the "Romero Prayer" it was in fact 

written by Bishop Ken Untener of Saginaw, in commemoration of Archbishop Oscar 

Romero (1917-80), assassinated while saying mass in a hospital chapel in San 

Salvador.                                                                                                                                  Paul Butler
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A FUTURE NOT OUR OWN 

  

It helps, now and then, to step back and take a long view. 

The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, 
it is even beyond our vision. 

We accomplish in our lifetime 
only a tiny fraction 

of the magnificent enterprise 
that is God's work. 

Nothing we do is complete, 
which is another way of saying 

that the Kingdom always lies beyond us. 

No statement says all that could be said. 
No prayer fully expresses our faith. 

No confession brings perfection. 
No pastoral visit brings wholeness. 

No programme 
accomplishes the Church's mission. 

No set of goals and objectives 
includes everything. 

That is what we are about. 
We plant a seed that will one day grow. 

We water seeds already planted, 
knowing that they hold future promise. 

We lay foundations 
that will need further development. 

We provide yeast that produces effects 
far beyond our capabilities. 

We cannot do everything, 
and there is a sense of liberation 

in realising that. 
This enables us to do something, 

and to do it very well. 

It may be incomplete, 
but it is a beginning, 

a step along the way, 
an opportunity for the Lord's grace 

to enter and do the rest. 

We may never see the end results, 
but that is the difference 

between the master builder and the worker. 
We are workers, not master builders, 

ministers, not messiahs. 

We are prophets of a future not our own. 


