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Newsletter

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well.
Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry
about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
Matthew 6: 33-34
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Worship in November
Sunday 1st
10.45 am

Revd Bryan Coates

Sunday 8th
10.45 am

Revd Anna Bishop

Sunday 15th
10.45 am

Revd Andrew Deville (District Chair of the Southampton District)

Sunday 22nd
10.45 am

Revd Phillip Luscombe

Sunday 29th
10.45 am

Revd Anna Bishop

Please remember:
There is a limit on the number of people who can attend worship at any one service.
There is a booking system to allow numbers to be regulated.
If you wish to attend a service on a specific date please use the online booking form
available at salisburymethodist.org.uk/booking
If you do not have the facility to book online, please phone the church office on
01722 322755.
All bookings must be made by 11.00 am on the Friday prior to the service.
Please do not come if you
• have possible symptoms of Coronavirus
• are self-isolating
• have been in contact with someone who has tested positive in the last 14
days.

The services will continue to be recorded and shown on YouTube.

PASTORAL PAGE
(Please ensure that you have permission from the people concerned or their
relatives before sending items for this page to Sandra Gunstone.)
Our thoughts and prayers are with those who are suffering at home or in hospital.
We are thinking also of those who are living alone or caring for a relative at home
through this difficult time. Please contact your Pastoral Visitor or Sandra Gunstone
if you would like to speak to one of our Supernumerary Ministers.
It is with sadness that we have heard from Janet Curass that her twin brother Tony
Horner has died suddenly at his home in Farley on October 15th. Tony was the son
of Douglas Horner our organist here for many years.

Congratulations and love are sent to all who have or will be celebrating a
special occasion. We would love to share your news so please do not forget
to let your Pastoral Visitor know of anything you wish to share with others –
through the Newsletter.
Congratulations to:
A very warm welcome back to Jon, Helen, Luke and Felicity Browncross-Piper who
have returned to Salisbury from America.
We wish Dan, Anna, Grace and George Bishop well as they settle into their new
home.
Please telephone your pastoral visitor even if you only want a chat. We are
always here for you!!!
I would like to thank all Pastoral Visitors for their care of others during this difficult
time and if you would like to become a Pastoral Visitor please let me know. (Sandra
Gunstone Pastoral Sec.)

“Welcome, Prince,' said Aslan. 'Do you feel yourself sufficient to take up the
Kingship of Narnia?'
I - I don't think I do, Sir,' said Caspian. 'I am only a kid.'
Good,' said Aslan. 'If you had felt yourself sufficient, it would have been proof that
you were not.”
― C.S. Lewis, Prince Caspian

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

It seems to me that the public mood has been through a series of
phases during the course of the COVID-19 pandemic. First, in January
and February, as we watched China lock down and Italy’s Intensive
Care Units overflow there was a sense of horrified incredulity – we had
great sympathy for other countries, but we knew such things would
never happen in Britain.
Then, by the end of February, as we were told there were cases in the
UK and were warned to wash our hands regularly, there was a mildly
humorous low-level compliance – we joked about singing “Happy
Birthday” while we washed our hands and whether we should hug our
friends or not.
But in March it got serious. When lockdown began we all realised this
virus was real and virulent and we were all at risk. Yet strangely, I found
the public reaction immensely uplifting and hope-giving. For this was the
time of “clapping for carers”, of putting postcards with offers of help and
support through the doors of strangers, of local businesses donating
food to those who were shielding and of half a million people signing up
to the Royal Voluntary Service over one weekend.
Throughout those long weeks of home-schooling and food parcels,
morale seemed, on the whole, to be fairly good. There was a strong
sense of community spirit and of people looking out for one another. We
felt we were all in this together and that as individuals we were only as
safe as our community, so we went out of our way to protect one
another. There was immense respect for Key Workers, and especially
for the Care Workers who risked their lives every time they went to work,
some of them living apart from dearly-loved family members in order to
protect them whilst continuing to care for others. And those of us who
remained well found a new gratitude for our health and wellbeing. In fact
many, many people were speaking of it as a time in which they reevaluated their priorities and re-focused on what really matters in life.
Despite the frustrations of lockdown, I felt there were some very clear
positives coming out of the crisis and I was hopeful that when the
pandemic had passed, these positives would last and shape a kinder
and simpler society.

But as lockdown eased, all these gains seemed to crumble away. First
we saw the relief and euphoria which led to understandable, but illadvised, mass gatherings in the open air. But, of course, when the initial
joy in liberation subsided, businesses began to count the cost of the
lockdown and individuals began to realise they had lost livelihoods.
Young people who had worked hard found their prospects thrown into
chaos. Fear for the future seemed to dominate, breeding anger,
resentment and a need to find somebody to blame. All of a sudden
people seemed to be turning back inwards to themselves and their own
and disregarding the communities they had so recently been building.
And now we are heading into winter, cases are rising steeply, hospital
admissions are nearly as high as they were in April and the scientists tell
us that means more deaths will surely follow… It seems to me that we
are experiencing this second spike with a much less positive mood in the
country: fear, defiance and recriminationseem to be the keynotes.
So where is the Good News in all this? There are undoubtedly many,
many individuals who continue selflessly to care for the most vulnerable,
not least all our health and care workers, and they give us small sparks
of hope. But I believe that we, God’s people, are called to be Good
News, not only to one another, but to all those around us. And at this
moment, it seems to me, the best way we can be Good News is by
making that outward-looking care for others a mass-movement again. It
is up to us to bring hope wherever we go, to put aside our individual
purposes in order to become part of God’s greater purpose for the good
of all and to build caring community in the places where we live out our
daily lives.
Inevitably this pandemic will be the catalyst for irreversible change in our
society, but I have not given up hope that that change will be a positive
one. As the Church celebrates Kingdom Season this November, may we
use this opportunity to transform our earthly society into greater and
greater resemblance to the Kingdom of God, where all are welcomed,
healed, challenged and valued, and where the last always come first.

With love,

Anna.

Pause for Prayer

Beatitudes for these days
– Thom M Shuman
‘I have always been intrigued with how we can claim the
Beatitudes and Psalms for our times.’
Blessed are they who wash their hands,
for they shall hold living water;
blessed are those who keep their distance,
for they shall draw closer to God;
blessed are they who self-quarantine,
for they shall help others;
blessed are those who do not hoard,
for they shall feed families;
blessed are those who sing songs to sheltering neighbours,
for they shall be members of the heavenly host;
blessed are parents who learn to teach at home,
for they shall learn from their children;
blessed are they who shop for older folk,
for they shall receive everlasting thanks;
blessed are the frontline health workers,
for they shall be called healers of humanity.

For all whose day starts with anxiety,
as they leave the security of home
worrying about the risk of infection;
particularly those whose health
or age classifies them as vulnerable.
Loving God, be close, keep them safe,
along with all whose tasks today
includes the care of frail and elderly.
And for all of us, grant wisdom
to make sensible choices, not just
for ourselves, but for everybody.

Fairtrade Shop
Orders are now being taken for Christmas cards and other
festive goodies and gifts! Sending a personal greeting,
bringing the light and hope of Christ, is perhaps more
important than ever this year. Samples of the cards and other
goods are available to view/purchase or order at Barbara’s
new temporary home,191 The Close, from Sunday 1
November to Sunday 15 November. Please ring Barbara on
01722 349740 to arrange a time. The new Christmas themed
catalogue is available – if you would like one to browse
through at leisure, please contact me on 01722 743700 or
collect a copy from Barbara. Early orders would be appreciated as the most popular
cards can sell out quite quickly and availability cannot be guaranteed. They can also
be viewed online at traidcraftshop.co.uk. If you’re planning some Christmas baking
we have delicious fairtrade sultanas and raisins in stock!
Recycling of pens – regarding the new range of recycled and recyclable ballpoint
pens from VENT for change, a couple of people have asked me about where they
might be recycled. I’ve discovered that Rymans in town offers this service which is
good news.
Over the past 5 weeks we have sold approximately £550 worth of goods. Thank you
to all our supporters. Below is an extract from the letter we’ve received from
Traidcraft Exchange following the £100 donation we were able to send:
‘Thanks to your generosity, our teams across the world have been continuing to
provide the basics – rice, vegetables and soap, for those we work with. These basic
supplies will help farmers and artisans affected by the coronavirus crisis to feed their
families and deal with the impact of lockdown restrictions. Donations like yours are
not only helping people survive this crisis, but also helping people in some of the
world’s most vulnerable communities take the first steps to rebuilding their
livelihoods.
With your help, we are helping vulnerable people to make their livelihoods more
resilient – through skills training, support to form associations, and help to negotiate
fairer wages for the hard work they do every day.
Thanks to you, we can stand in solidarity and keep responding to the needs of those
we work with, so that people in some of the world’s poorest communities can adapt
to the changing situation, recover their harvests, and feed their families – not just
today, but long into the future.
Thank you for your generosity.’
Monica Gillings on behalf of the Fairtrade Team

Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Rainbows, Brownies and Guides
What have they been doing since lockdown?
All the Uniformed Groups associated with SMC are still part of the church family,
although their activities have been very restricted due to the pandemic.
They had all been working very hard planning an Easter Extravaganza, their annual
fund-raising event, which should have been held on April 4th, at the very start of the
lockdown. They were not allowed to meet as long as the schools were closed,
because they are classed as ‘educational’. That meant there were no camping
expeditions or other activities during the summer, but since September they have
been allowed to meet outside in smaller numbers.
The SMC Restart group, which has been doing so much work behind the scenes to
make sure that all the government and Methodist guidelines have been followed to
keep people safe, decided at their first meeting that our premises could be split into
separate zones. Initially they would concentrate on opening the worship area for
services from October 4th. Once that was operational, they would then focus on the
zoned area at the back of the premises and make that safe for our uniformed
organisations to return after October half term. Numerous risk assessments have
been completed, both following the SMC guidelines and complying with official
Scouting and Guiding conditions. Once the Church Council has given their approval,
the groups hope to return, with reduced numbers and much vigorous cleaning
regimes, as soon as possible. The youngsters will use the back door of the premises
to come in, have activities in the Hall, and then go outside from there. They will not
have access to Room 1 or the kitchen, and only the disabled toilet will be available
for use, if necessary. Even with the reduced numbers (15) as recommended by their
official organisations, some of the groups will only be able to meet on alternate
weeks.

No other outside groups are allowed to meet on our premises until after the New
Year when the situation will be reviewed again.
Val Liversidge

“You may not control all the events that happen to you, but you can decide not to be
reduced by them. Try to be a rainbow in someone's cloud. Do not complain. Make
every effort to change things you do not like. If you cannot make a change, change
the way you have been thinking. You might find a new solution.”
― Maya Angelou, Letter to My Daughter

Swaledale Scouts held a Knots Night recently and finished the evening with this prayer.

Please untie the knots
that are in my mind,
my heart, and my life,
Remove the have nots,
the can nots and the do nots
that I have in my mind.
Erase the will nots,
may nots,
might nots that may find
a home in my heart.
Release me from the could nots,
would nots and
should nots that obstruct my life.
And most of all,
I pledge that I remove from my mind,
my heart and my life all the 'am nots'
that I have allowed to hold me back,
especially the thought
that I am not good enough.

It's difficult to see the point of wearing a poppy
God, it's difficult to see the point of wearing a poppy,
or what difference two minutes' silence will make
when we could be shouting protests.
But we can recognise a broken life being valued,
a gift being given,
and taking two minutes to reflect on how much we have.
We look to the future, not to the past.
We cannot change what has been
but do not need to repeat its mistakes.
So as old and young come together before you,
take the very best of our lives;
bind us into one people of faith
and help us to share our common values,
love of Jesus and care for each other;
to build dreams,
and, with your Holy Spirit,
turn them into reality.
Amen

Our Zambia link
On 24th October Zambians celebrated the 56th anniversary of national
independence. Before 24/10/64 Zambia was a British colony called “Northern
Rhodesia”. Our partner congregation – St John’s United Church of Zambia in
Lusaka – ask us to join them in giving thanks to God for the peace enjoyed and
development achieved.
In 1964 there was war in five of the seven countries bordering on Zambia, so that
most of Zambia’s trade and supply outlets were blocked. There were few secondary
schools and no university; few Zambians had degrees or professional qualifications.
Now there are many educational opportunities, and health provision is far better.
Most surrounding countries are at peace, and trade and supplies have grown.
Political disagreements in Zambia are fierce, but democracy has been sustained,
presidents and parliaments elected and peoples of more than 70 languages united
into one nation.
Poverty and malnutrition still exist. HIV/AIDS has devastated families, and now
coronavirus has come.
But we are asked to join in thanksgiving, especially for the life of the churches,
which have grown hugely in number of congregations and members, as well as the
provision of schools, universities, clinics and hospitals and community development.
We in Britain used to send missionaries to Zambia.
Now the mission is the other way. There are four Zambian ministers serving in
British Methodist circuits.
As we give thanks to God for Zambia, we are asked to continue praying for our
partner church there, living, like us, with COVID-19, and working to repair the
financial losses suffered during their lockdown.
Cecil King

“Rest is a decision we make. Rest is choosing to do nothing when we have too
much to do, slowing down when we feel pressure to go faster, stopping instead of
starting. Rest is listening to our weariness and responding to our tiredness, not to
what is making us tired. Rest is what happens when we say one simple word: "No!"
Rest is the ultimate humiliation because in order to rest, we must admit we are not
necessary, that the world can get along without us, that God's work does not
depend on us. Once we understand how unnecessary we are, only then might we
find the right reasons to say yes. Only then might we find the right reasons to decide
to be with Jesus instead of working for him. Only then might we have the courage to
take a nap with Jesus.”
― Mike Yaconelli

DON’T SEND IT TO LANDFILL – Update
• Since I last wrote the Oxfam shop is now taking donations.
• Some of the other shops are struggling to keep up because of a shortage of
volunteers and are declining donations at present.
• Composting-if you live near the Arts Centre and have no means of composting
your vegetable waste you may be able to add it to the compost bins by the
‘Secret Garden’ by Bourne Hall but ask first.
• Recycling for good causes contact Paul Butler for more information. They
accept:
o foreign and obsolete notes or coins
o costume jewellery whether whole or broken
o watches whether working or not
o mobile phones, tablets, MP3 players and digital cameras[but not landline
phones, cables or chargers thank you]
OFFERS: Paul also has an Epson Printer going free to a good home, complete
with all cables, inks, software disc and instructions!
Contact Paul Butler 01722 324504
Can anyone make use of the following….?
2 x 5 litre cans of Bird Brand ‘Complete Wood Protection’ for external wood
treatment, bought in error. Free if you care to collect it. Colour Forest Green,
suitable for sheds, fences, decking, planters etc
Phone Dawn or Terry on 01722 744524
Amendment to last month’s item:
Salisbury District Hospital is no longer accepting milk bottle tops due to COVID,
so they are no longer being collected at SMc.

THE STORY OF A PLATE
Amongst my recent decluttering I found a dinner plate with the logo of Whaddon
Primitive Methodist chapel - I guess many of you remember this kind of china which
so many churches/chapels had in times past for wider entertaining. What to do with
it - part of our Methodist heritage within Salisbury Methodist Circuit? Down the years
this building in Whaddon has become the place of worship for the local Roman
Catholic community. I consulted one of its members. She was delighted to have it for biscuits with coffee after Mass. So this plate has come HOME and is now part of
the ecumenical movement which we seek.
Barbara Hickman

Christmas Crib Festival 2020 - Have You Made a Crib?
This year it will not be possible to stage the Crib Festival at SMC. Instead I hope that
if you have made a crib you will take a photo and share it with us in the newsletter.
Last day for photo entries is Friday 20th November. Send to
news.smc1759@gmail.com marked Crib Festival.
Maybe we can also display some cribs to enhance the
Christmas services in the Sanctuary. We are grateful to those
who have lent cribs in the past and hope to use photos of some
of these to make a display.
In the meantime I must get busy as we found a ‘Make Your Own
Dolly Peg Nativity Scene’ in a charity shop!
Diana Noble

Little Blessings
On Sunday 18 October we had a Little Blessings trial service in the sanctuary at
Salisbury Methodist Church. The Restart Group have been working hard on our
behalf to get the risk assessments done and I’d like to thank Revd Bryan Coates
and the Church Council for their agreement for us to meet.
Some of our usual families returned and we were surprised and elated to welcome
back Jon and Helen Piper-Browncross with their daughter, Felicity (Luke was
staying with grandparents), from their two years in the USA.
It is always a complete delight to be part of this worship especially for babies, our
youngest children and their families, and Reverend Cecil King and I look forward to
planning each month’s service.
Our theme for this month was John 15:16 “You did not choose me but I chose you.”
I told a true story about how I acquired my old teddy bear… or, more to the point,
how my old teddy bear acquired me! Cecil then followed with a Bible story. We also
shared recorded music, spoken songs, prayers and a picnic tea.
I’m delighted to report that all went well, and everyone felt very safe in the
sanctuary, sitting on their social distanced picnic blankets.
We are so happy that we can at last return to our usual Little Blessings worship time
on the 2nd Sunday of every month, our next service being on Sunday 8 November
at 4.00pm.
If you are thinking of joining us, please let me know in advance so I can send
you important information to safely attend Little Blessings.
Many thanks.
Linda Hayman: email: outreachworker@salisburymethodist.org.uk
text: 07818 818247.

Orrin and Jago’s Jokes

What did the grape say when he got squashed?
Nothing – he gave a little whine!

Why did the bubblegum cross the road?
Because it was stuck to the chicken’s foot!

Why did the cow cross the road?
To get to the Mooooovies!

What do you get when you cross a parrot with a centipede?
A walkie-talkie!

What do you get when you cross a bear with a skunk?
Winnie-the –Pooh!

Who’s a Great White’s favourite writer?
William Sharkspeare!

The Pastor came to visit the other day. He said that at my advanced age I should be
thinking of the hereafter.
I told him, "Oh, I do it all the time."
"No matter where I am - in the living room, upstairs, in the kitchen, or down in the
basement, I am always asking myself: 'Now, what am I here after?'"

Christmas Special

We are planning an extra Christmas edition of the newsletter; this will include space for you
to send Christmas greetings to the church instead of the traditional notice board.
To help us fit everyone in, each greeting should have no more than 92 characters (this
includes spaces and punctuation), followed by who the greeting is from. There is no need
to worry about the font or size.
Please send greetings to news.smc1759@gmail.com or phone Rachel on 01722 338392
no later than Friday 11th December 2020.
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The November Newsletter was produced by Rachel and Simon Clarke.
Items for the December Newsletter should be sent to Rachel Clarke
email: news.smc1759@gmail.com
Material for consideration should be as follows:
An A4 word or publisher document in Arial font size 14pt
Please ensure you have appropriate consent for any material submitted.
If you need help creating a document, please contact Rachel Clarke.

Material for the next newsletter should be received
no later than Friday 20th November 2020

I

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”
John 8:12–Good News Bible.

Soon, it will be the 5th November and fireworks will be lighting up the sky
bringing exciting oohhs and aahhs from those watching…but, the excitement
only lasts a few moments before the light fizzles out and is gone forever.
When Jesus tells the people (us) he is the “light of the world” he doesn’t mean
a light that is bright one moment and gone the next like fireworks, he is thinking
of a light that never goes out. I wonder if you can think of a light that never
goes out and lights up the world?
Yes, the sun. I think Jesus is thinking about the sun because, even when night
time comes and the sun leaves us for a while, we know that it will come back
and shine again… we know it hasn’t fizzled out and gone forever.
So, that
means
Jesus isbowl
saying
that if we follow him we can be sure that,
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eventhrough dark times, he is there to show us the way… a light to lead us,
that never goes out… and how exciting is that?!
L
O
F
H
U
F
S
Y
B
A
E
H
T
F
O

S X
I C
D G
E R
M J
I R
A I
Z A
J N
P B
D J
Y N
B H
E I
Q W

V
A
I
H
Y
E
D
C
T
J
E
Z
K
Y
A

U T G
N F L
Q O A
Z L M
T L P
W O R
E W D
N M O
H E R
C G W
S U S
I M F
C A N
H A F
S R Y

K
Y
B
A
F
K
E
Y
R
I
O
E
D
E
Z

L
J
U
I
W
S
A
R
P
L
P
G
L
K
C

Candle

Fireworks

Follow me

I am

Jesus

Lamp

Light

Of the

Said

The

Torch

World

H
C
R
O
T
G
O
C
E
V
D
T
E
N
H

IF YOU HAVE FIREWORKS, PLEASE REMEMBER TO
FOLLOW THE FIREWORK CODE AND STAY SAFE!

Dear Jesus, you are the light of our
world and our lives. Help us to follow you
so we can see, clearly, the right way to
live. Amen.

