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Flowers appear on the earth; 

the season of singing has come, 
the cooing of doves 

is heard in our land.  
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Worship at SMc during June 
 

Following the latest Government announcements there are no changes to the 
arrangements for Worship inside the Church building. All Sunday morning services 
may be attended in person by a prebooked socially distanced congregation and will 
be streamed to those watching at home.  
If you wish to attend a service, please use the online booking form on the church 
website. If you cannot access this please phone Liz Chick on 01980 610594. 
Bookings should be made by 11.00am on the Friday preceding the service. 
 
If you wish to attend in person here is a reminder of the guidelines we need to 
follow: - 
Each bubble must be socially distanced from the next one. 
All members of the congregation must wear a face mask from entry to until exit from 
the building. 
Hands must be sanitized on entry to and exit from the building. 
No congregational singing is permitted. 
Members of the congregation should remain seated throughout the service. 
Everyone in the building must supply contact information for test and trace 
purposes. 
 
Outside the building, however, up to 30 people may gather. The Covid19 Strategy 
group have agreed that after the service members of the congregation may meet in 
the garden for a time of fellowship. If you wish to go into the garden, please indicate 
this to one of the door stewards. Please understand that even outside there is still 
some risk in getting too close together, so we recommend that people think 1metre+ 
when talking to each other. When you leave the garden, please use the side gate 
onto the road. 
 
The services for June are: - 
 
Sunday 6th June: - Streamed service from the sanctuary at 10.30am - led by Revd. 
Anna Bishop.  
 
Sunday 13th June: -Streamed service from the sanctuary at 10.30am - led by Revd. 
Cecil King. This will be our annual Methodist Homes service. 
 

Mixed Blessings service: - at 4.00pm - led by Revd. Cecil King and Revd. Anna 
Bishop. For more information, please contact Anna. 
 
Sunday 20th June: - Streamed service from the sanctuary at 10.30am - led by 
Revd. Anna Bishop. 
 
Sunday 27th June: - Streamed service from the sanctuary at 10.30am - led by 
Revd. David Hookins. 
 

Jim Gillings 
On behalf of the Restart group 



Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

One of my favourite television programmes at the moment is “Our Yorkshire Farm”, 

a documentary that shows the daily life of the Owen family (with nine children!) 

running their remote hill farm. It’s partly nostalgia – the programme reminds me of 

my own childhood spent on my grandparents’ farm (though mid-Devon is a very 

different landscape from north Yorkshire!). But I also love the way the family lives in 

reciprocal rhythm with their livestock, with the land, the seasons, the weather, the 

earth itself. Neither the family nor the programme-makers idealise farming life – they 

show all the muck and driving rain and blood and hard slog in a very matter-of-fact 

way; it’s all just part of real life. 
 

In the most recent episode I saw, the family’s pedigree heifer was calving for the first 

time and had a very unusual twin pregnancy, with both calves in the breech position. 

It was a dangerous calving, touch-and-go for all three animals, but with the help of 

two vets the heifer calved successfully. Reflecting on the birth afterwards, nine year-

old Violet, who particularly enjoys looking after the cows and wants to be a vet, said 

in the family’s characteristic matter-of-fact way, “Wherever there’s life there’s always 

death.” 
 

“Out of the mouths of babes…!” (Psalm 8: 2) What a wise young lady! And what a 

well-adjusted adult she will be! Indeed this contemporary little girl is speaking in her 

own words the ancient wisdom of the Christian Church: that when we have 

befriended death we are set free to really live. 
 

Humans (and, despite this wisdom, the Church) have not been very good at 

befriending death; we see her as a threat. And perhaps that is why we are also not 

very good with change: every change raises the possibility of death (if not of 

ourselves, then of somebody or something we love), loss, disorientation and grief. 

Much safer to keep things the same. 
 

And yet life on the farm, and indeed in all the natural world (God’s first revelation), 

shows us that to be alive is to be in a state of constant change. Indeed, our faith is in 

a man who was not only changed, but transformed, and by transformation 

befriended and overcame death. Ours is a religion of unceasing change and 

transformation and we are invited to rejoice in that. 
 

But how are we to rejoice in constant change when that also means constant risk? 

Myself I find solace in the words of Mother Julian of Norwich: “All shall be well and 

all shall be well and all manner of things shall be well.” I have come to realise that 

she does not mean glibly that everything will always be hunkydory, there will be no 

loss and no suffering. Rather, she means that somehow, somewhere, deep down far 

beneath all the “changes and chances of this fleeting world” (Book of Common 

Prayer), everything, even death itself, is held safe in the eternal love of God, which 

never lets us go. 
 

I think again of the Owen family, in their tiny farm, nestled among the towering, 

ancient hills, constantly reminded of their own insignificance in the course of history 

and powerlessness in the face of natural forces. Those hills are transformed anew 



each day with the weather and the seasons and the conditions. But they are always 

there. And perhaps it is the permanence of the hills, ever-changing, but ever-

present, that gives those children the deep inner security to be able to befriend 

death and so live and love their lives to the full. 
 

I lift up my eyes to the hills— 

   from where will my help come? 

My help comes from the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 

 

He will not let your foot be moved; 

   he who keeps you will not slumber. 

He who keeps Israel 

   will neither slumber nor sleep. 

 

The Lord is your keeper; 

   the Lord is your shade at your right hand. 

The sun shall not strike you by day, 

   nor the moon by night. 

 

The Lord will keep you from all evil; 

   he will keep your life. 

The Lord will keep 

   your going out and your coming in 

   from this time on and for evermore. 

Psalm 8 
 

In our life as a church and as a nation, and perhaps in your personal lives too, we 

are on the cusp of change. There is much that could go wrong. But we are about to 

begin our “going out” of lockdown, and so this moment of change, though risky, is 

also one of immense opportunity and of hope. 
 

Church Council began recently to think about what this new start might mean for us, 

and you will see in the newsletter some of the questions we discussed together, as 

we discerned what changes we might be called to make. We had a wonderfully 

positive and thoughtful conversation; no firm outcomes have yet emerged, except 

the need to continue listening and exploring, with no foregone conclusions. And we 

invite you, also, to engage in this exploration, which encompasses all who are 

associated with SMc. 
 

May the assurance of God’s eternal presence, give us courage to say yes to the 

change before us, to the unknown, and to seek with open hearts and minds, the 

ways God is at work transforming us. 

 

With love, 

Anna. 



Lockdown collections 
 

Last month I suggested we might soon be able to bring our 
lockdown offerings into an SMC service. At the time of writing, 

this seems no nearer, and Christian Aid could use any contributions in helping 
people affected by the pandemic. 
If you have been collecting in a jar, giving thanks for remaining healthy, now is the 
time to add that collection to our contribution to Christian Aid. If you can find a way 
of getting your collection to me at 25 Milford Park, that would be most welcome. 
Alternatively, call me on 01722 324 504 or email me at paulbutler139@gmail.com, 
and I will arrange to collect. (I can also collect recycling – old mobile phones and 
gadgets, foreign coins and used stamps). 
Giving thanks, however, continues! 

Paul Butler 
 

 

Eco Church  
 

Over two years ago an Eco Church group was formed to encourage the 
membership of SMc to work towards a greener lifestyle both at Church and as 
individuals. Due to the Covid19 pandemic the work of the group has stalled. As we 
move into the “new normal world” it should be time to reinvigorate the work of the 
group. 
One continuing thread has been the Green Grace section of the newsletter which 
has kept the aims of the group in the consciousness of the readers. Thank you to 
Anna and Grace for their contributions to these articles. 
At early meetings we were very keen to promote recycling at Church and at home. 
We were exploring ways of passing on items for which we have no longer any use, 
to those in need of such things. We trust that the various schemes will be revived 
once restrictions are eased. 
We also registered to become an Eco Church with the scheme run by A Rocha UK. 
To gain an award, a survey in 5 sections is undertaken, these are: - Worship and 
Teaching, Buildings, Land, Community and Global Engagement, Lifestyle. The 
awards are in 3 levels, Bronze, Silver and Gold. Currently our survey shows that we 
are at Gold level for Worship and Teaching, Silver for Buildings and Bronze for 
Lifestyle. We do not qualify for an award for the other two categories. If the garden 
project were going ahead Land would probably achieve Gold. Attached are the 
survey questions for the Land and Community sections so that you can see what we 
will have to do to gain an award. Please take time to look at these and consider 
what you as an individual or we as a Church can do to enhance these areas of our 
lives. 
One issue of concern is that during recent months several of the group have taken 
on enhanced roles at Church or Circuit level. To drive the work of the group forward 
we will be looking for new members and ideally a new leader. If you feel called to 
help in this area of Church life, please talk to Revd. Anna Bishop or myself. 
 

Jim Gillings, On behalf of the Eco Church Group 

mailto:paulbutler139@gmail.com


Community and Global Engagement 
 

1. Our church organises events providing an opportunity for local people to engage 
with local leaders on local environmental issues (e.g., local MPs, AMs, or council 
leaders 

2. Our church (either alone or as part of a local network) engages with our local 
MP, AM, local council, or Public Service Board on environmental matters: 

3. Our church arranges for local environmentalists to speak in our services: 
4. Our church (either alone or as part of a local network) works with local 

sustainability movements like Transition Towns. 
5. Our church (either alone or as part of a local network) organises environmental 

awareness-raising events (e.g., film evenings, Fairtrade events etc.): 
6. Our church is involved with local conservation work (e.g., at an A Rocha UK 

Partner in Action or RSPB/Wildlife Trusts nature reserve. 
7. At least some of our church members (either alone or as part of a local network) 

have organised and/or participated in a community clean-up project (e.g., local 
litter-pick): 

8. Our church (either alone or as part of a local network) hosts a green fair, 
showcasing local produce and highlighting local environmental issues. 

9. Our church organises events providing an opportunity for local people to get out 
and enjoy God’s earth in our local area (e.g., walks, cycle rides etc.): 

10. Our church either provides or supports a local car-share scheme (this includes 
members sharing lifts to church): 

11. Users of our church premises are encouraged to minimise resource use (e.g., 
people are trained in reducing energy use, notices about turning off lights are 
displayed etc. 

12. Our church actively promotes Eco Church to other local churches: 
13. Our church has committed to pray for a specific overseas environmental project. 
14. Our church participates in regular sustainability initiatives (e.g., Carbon Fast, 

WWF’s annual Earth Hour event): 
15. Our church participates in campaigns concerning national environmental issues. 
16. Our church participates in campaigns concerning global environmental issues: 
17. Our church participates in the Tearfund/Cord ‘Toilet Twinning’ scheme. 
18. Our church keeps the congregation informed about the impact of climate change 

and environmental degradation on Christian communities elsewhere in the world: 
19. Our church financially supports an environmental charity: 
20. Our church is registered with the Fairtrade Foundation as a Fairtrade Church: 
21. Wherever possible, Fairtrade and/or ethically sourced goods are used at church 

services and events: 
22. Any meals provided by the church use food that is locally grown: 
23. Any meals provided by the church use organic ingredients: 
24. Any meals provided by the church use food that is animal-friendly: 
25. Any meals provided by the church use Fairtrade ingredients: 
26. Any meals provided by the church include a vegetarian and /or vegan option: 
27. Our church takes steps to reduce food waste (e.g., through composting all 

waste, minimising leftovers at church meals, partnering with a local food waste 
scheme), and we encourage our members to do likewise: 



Land 
 

1. Does your church have influence over any land? (e.g., churchyard, community 
nature reserve) 

2. The land at our church is managed for the encouragement of native wildlife 
(birds, animals, and plants): 

3. We encourage native wildlife on our church land through provision of the 
following: Bird Boxes Bat Boxes Bug Hotel Hedgehog Boxes 

4. Stocked wildlife feeding stations are present on our church land (e.g., bird 
feeders, bird tables): 

5. Our church land contains a pond or wetland area that is good for wildlife: 
6. We grow plants on our land that benefit birds, bees, butterflies etc.: 
7. Our church maintains an area of land for native wildflowers: 
8. Our church has researched and established a mowing regime appropriate to the 

conservation of the grassland and wildlife present: 
9. Our church avoids the use of harmful chemicals (pesticides, herbicides, or 

fertilizers) in the management of our land (excluding paths and driveways): 
10. Our church participates in responsible native tree planting schemes in 

accordance with guidance from environment professionals: 
11. Our church undertakes wildlife (birds, animals and plants) surveys on our land: 
12. Our church participates in a scheme, other than Eco Church, designed to 

promote conservation on church land (e.g., ‘Living Churchyards’) 
13. We grow fruit and vegetables on our land (including in planters, window boxes 

etc. as well as in a community garden/allotment): 
14. Composting facilities are available on our church land: 
15. Our church actively encourages members to use church land for 

recreation/contemplation (e.g. picnics, prayer etc.): 
16. Our church actively encourages members of the local community to use the 

church land for recreation/contemplation: 
17. Our church has established a management plan for the land for which we are 

responsible: 
 

 

Walking Group Starting Up 

 
Its time now to start up the Church walking group again. If you are interested in 
joining the group please let me know by email: keithpalmer1346@gmail.com 

The first walk will be fairly easy to start with. The first walk will start on Thursday 
17th June from Firs Road Alderbury walking on roads, through woods and fields 
starting at 10.30hrs. it is approximately 2.5 miles and one stile. 

These walks are for you to enjoy the conversation and the countryside NOT a 
marathon. 
 

Keith Palmer. 

mailto:keithpalmer1346@gmail.com


Saul 
Saul was a Jew from the Roman City of Tarsus (located in what is now 

Turkey). He wasn’t a very nice man. He hated the followers of Jesus and 

wanted to get rid of them, no matter what! He travelled around hunting 

them down, until one day… 
 

Acts 9:1-19 
1 In the meantime Saul kept up his violent threats of murder against the followers of 
the Lord. He went to the High Priest  2 and asked for letters of introduction to the 
synagogues in Damascus, so that if he should find there any followers of the Way of 
the Lord, he would be able to arrest them, both men and women, and bring them 
back to Jerusalem.  3 As Saul was coming near the city of Damascus, suddenly a 
light from the sky flashed round him.  4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice 
saying to him, “Saul, Saul! Why do you persecute me?”  5 “Who are you, Lord?” he 
asked. “I am Jesus, whom you persecute,” the voice said.  6 “But get up and go into 
the city, where you will be told what you must do.”   
7 The men who were travelling with Saul had stopped, not saying a word; they 
heard the voice but could not see anyone.  8 Saul got up from the ground and 
opened his eyes but could not see a thing. So they took him by the hand and led 
him into Damascus.  9 For three days he was not able to see, and during that time 
he did not eat or drink anything. 
10 There was a believer in Damascus named Ananias. He had a vision, in which the 
Lord said to him, “Ananias!”  “Here I am, Lord,” he answered.  11 The Lord said to 
him, “Get ready and go to Straight Street, and at the house of Judas ask for a man 
from Tarsus named Saul. He is praying,  12 and in a vision he has seen a man 
named Ananias come in and place his hands on him so that he might see again.”  
13 Ananias answered, “Lord, many people have told me about this man and about 
all the terrible things he has done to your people in Jerusalem.  14 And he has come 
to Damascus with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who worship you.”  15 
The Lord said to him, “Go, because I have chosen him to serve me, to make my 
name known to Gentiles and kings and to the people of Israel.  16 And I, myself, will 
show him all that he must suffer for my sake.” 
17 So Ananias went, entered the house where Saul was, and placed his hands on 
him. “Brother Saul,” he said, “the Lord has sent me — Jesus himself, who appeared 
to you on the road as you were coming here. He sent me so that you might see 
again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”  18 At once something like fish scales fell 
from Saul's eyes, and he was able to see again. He stood up and was baptised;  19 
and after he had eaten, his strength came back. 
 
 



Knowing Jesus completely changed Saul, even to the point where he 

changed his name (ever so slightly). Do you know what he changed his name 

to? 

For the rest of his life he and his trusted friends preached the Good News 

about Jesus to everybody, Jews and Gentiles (non-Jewish). They travelled 

to many places in the world, had amazing adventures and wrote lots and 

lots of letters to encourage the Christian churches that they helped to 

set-up.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

W S U S R A T I K A 

D U J E S U S E N R 

N C S G A L U A P D 

I S M A Q E N A O E 

L A N H U I J B P X 

B M T O A L I G H T 

D A M S N Z U Q V H 

P D T H G I A R T S 

All but one of these words 

are in the grid – which one is 

missing? 

Ananias 

Blind 

Damascus 

Jesus 

Light 

Paul 

Saul 

Straight 

Street 

Tarsus 

 

Dear Jesus 

Knowing you helps me to do my very 

best, 

and I ask that you will also help me to 

change the things that I sometimes do 

that are maybe not quite so nice.   

Thank you, Lord.  Amen. 
 



 
 

Orrin and Jago’s Jokes 

What do you get if you cross a snake with shortcrust pastry? 

A pie-thon! 

What do you call a crocodile who likes to go bowling? 

An alley-gator! 

What do you get if you cross a cow with an out of date map? 

Udderly lost! 

What’s the most musical part of a chicken? 

The drumstick! 

What do you get if you cross a zebra with a kangaroo? 

A stripy jumper! 

Why wouldn’t the lizard go on the weighing machine? 

Because he had his own scales! 



Prayer for India  

God the source of all breath, 

We join with the people in India 

crying for a breath of oxygen, 

crying for a breath of life, 

crying for a breath of love, 

during this deadly second covid wave. 

  

Breathe your fresh breath of life O God into all our creation, 

Breathe your peace to all those who lost their dear ones, 

Breathe your healing to all those infected by this virus, 

Breathe your wisdom to all health workers offering their care, 

Breathe your knowledge to all politicians to make responsible decisions, 

Breathe your comfort to all those living in fear, anxiety and depression, 

Breathe your love to all people, specially to the vulnerable and those on the 
margins, 

Breathe your justice so that corporate capitalism of profit making is contested, 

Breathe your compassion so that vaccines are made available to all people, 

Breathe your solidarity so that we stand together in overcoming this pandemic 

Breathe your Spirit on us so that we strive towards transforming our world today, 

Breathe your grace on us to care, to share and to love one another beyond doubt, 

Breathe on us your fresh breath of life O God… 

  

We ask this in the name of Jesus, who shares our breath. 

Amen  

Christian Aid 



Musical Roadmap 

As I write this it seems that it is legal to sing at a football match, but not in a church! 

The relaxations on constraints regarding amateur choirs and groups in Step 3 (May 

17) of the England Roadmap remain very restrictive regarding acts of worship. After 

discussion with my Line Managers, we feel that the provisions remain too limiting in 

this Step to enable us to incorporate this with ease into our present layout. We may 

need to wait for Step 4 but will keep things under review as various representations 

are being made for greater freedoms. The position on instrumental groups is much 

more promising and I will now be exploring options. 

I remain available to preachers and service leaders to advise on musical choices 

and creativity, as I did recently for the Christian Aid service. 

Jonathan Robinson 

 

I Worried 

I worried a lot. Will the garden grow, will the rivers flow in the right direction, will the 

earth turn as it was taught, and if not how shall I correct it? 

Was I right, was I wrong, will I be forgiven, can I do better? 

Will I ever be able to sing, even the sparrows can do it and I am, well, hopeless. 

Is my eyesight fading or am I just imagining it, am I going to get rheumatism, 

lockjaw, dementia? 

Finally I saw that worrying had come to nothing. And gave it up. And took my old 

body and went out in the morning, and sang. 

Mary Oliver 

 

 
If you took part in our Christian Aid Service on May 2nd, you will remember that we 
read the well-known quote from Micah 6:8. The Amos Trust recently posted this 
online: 

 
"Do not be daunted by the enormity of the world's grief. 
Do justly, now. Love mercy, now. Walk humbly, now. 

You are not obligated to complete the work 
But neither are you free to abandon it." 

 
Paul Butler 



Prayer by the All Africa Conference of Churches 

God of life, you promised your people abundant life. And this is what we 
seek and long for. At the same time, you tell us that in this world we will 

have tribulation. Still, you call us to have courage, for you have 
overcome the world. As the world finds itself in a time of a terrible 

pandemic, many families having to bury their loved ones and sustain 
pain and hopelessness, we ask you to grant us courage and wisdom so 
that we trust in your promise to overcome whatever faces us. Stand with 
us as we try to work in solidarity to stay safe, serve those in need of any 

kind of help in our interconnected and interdependent world. 

Rev. Dr Fidon Mwombeki General Secretary 

 

This being human is a guest house. 
Every morning a new arrival. 

A joy, a depression, a meanness, 
some momentary awareness comes 

as an unexpected visitor. 

Welcome and entertain them all! 
Even if they’re a crowd of sorrows, 
who violently sweep your house 

empty of its furniture, 
still, treat each guest honourably. 

He may be clearing you out 
for some new delight. 

The dark thought, the shame, the malice, 
meet them at the door laughing, 

and invite them in. 

Be grateful for whoever comes, 
because each has been sent 

as a guide from beyond. 

Rumi 

 



Pastoral Page 
 
(Please ensure that you have permission from the people concerned or their 
relatives before sending items for this page to Sandra Gunstone.) 
 
Our thoughts and prayers are with those who are suffering at home or in hospital.  
We are thinking also of those who are living alone and those in Care Homes. Also 
those caring for someone at home through this difficult time.  Please contact your 
Pastoral Visitor or Sandra Gunstone or Monica Gillings if you would like to speak to 
one of our Supernumerary Ministers. 
 
 
Good news and celebrations: 
We would love to share your news so please do not forget to let your Pastoral 
Visitor know of anything you wish to share with others – through the 
Newsletter.  
 
We send our warmest congratulations on their Engagement to Jonathan Robinson 
(our Music Coordinator) and Katherine Hawksley, who met while studying on MA 
Courses at Sarum College.  Katherine is the Rector of six rural parishes in the Cam 
Vale Benefice of the Diocese of Bath and Wells. We wish them every joy and 
happiness in their future together. 
 
Michael and Jenny Franklin thank their many friends at Salisbury Methodist Church 
for their love, care and prayers, and for all the cards and letters which they have 
received in recent months. Following lengthy stays in hospital Michael is currently 
being cared for at Maristow Nursing Home and Jenny is at Laverstock Care Centre. 
 
 
Please telephone your pastoral visitor even if you only want a chat.  We are 
always here for you!!! 
 
I would like to thank all Pastoral Visitors for their care of others during this 
difficult time and if you would like to become a Pastoral Visitor please let me 
know. ( Sandra Gunstone Pastoral Sec.) 412847 or Monica Gillings (Assistant 
Pastoral Secretary.743700. 

 

 
“I believe I have already suggested that colour is the most obvious bridge between 
emotion and perception, that is, between subjective experience of the psyche and 
quality objective in nature. Both light up only between the extremes of light and 
darkness, and in their reciprocal interplay. Thus, outward the rainbow--or, if you 
prefer it, the spectrum--is the bridge between dark and light, but inwardly the 
rainbow is, what the soul itself is, the bridge between body and spirit, between earth 
and heaven.”  
― Owen Barfield 



 

 

This recent announcement by Sabeel-Kairos made very gratifying 

reading for me.   Barbara Hickman 
 
Methodists Divest from Caterpillar citing Palestinian Evictions 
5th May 2021 
 

The Methodist Church has sold its shares in the US-based company Caterpillar, 
citing the continued use of its equipment to destroy peoples’ homes as part of the 
illegal occupation of the Palestinian territories, and its poor record in Environmental, 
Social and Corporate Governance. 
 

More photographs have recently emerged of Caterpillar vehicles being used in the 
destruction of farmland and olive groves, as well as the construction of illegal 
settlements and the demolition of Palestinian homes. Caterpillar claims it is not 
directly involved in sales into Israel but the likely path of trade via the US military 
and local agencies is widely known. 
 

Other church bodies have sold out of Caterpillar in the past, as long ago as 2006 the 
Church of England voted to divest from Caterpillar and in 2014 the US Presbyterian 
Church did the same. The Quakers have also indicated they would not hold 
Caterpillar shares, for similar reasons. The recent reports by the Israeli human rights 
group B’Tselem, and the international body Human Rights Watch, declaring the 
situation in Israel/Palestine to meet the criteria of Apartheid, following on many 
similar statements by Palestinian groups and South African church leaders, 
including Archbishop Tutu, have added impetus to the international divestment and 
sanctions movement. 
 

Churches are responding most particularly to the ‘Cry for Hope’ issued by 
Palestinian Christians last July, which called for such actions as the only means left 
to bring non-violent pressure on the Israeli Government. The Cry for Hope says ‘the 
call for Boycott Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) provides a framework for 
economic, cultural, and academic measures, and for direct political advocacy, as 
nonviolent means to end occupation and oppression’. Its aim is ‘to exert pressure on 
Israel to comply with international law, and to call upon its government and its 
people, in the spirit of the Word of God, to enter into the ways of justice and peace’. 
 

Methodist Recorder 
 
I have recently renewed the subscription which I take on behalf of Salisbury 
Methodist to The Methodist Recorder. During Lockdown I have tried to pass it 
around to those who I know would find it of interest or to those who might have an 
interest in a particular article. If there are those who would like to become more 
regular readers then do let me know and I will include you in the circulation list. 
 
Barbara Hickman 
thehick@btinternet.com 



Our Zambia link 
 

There is good news from Zambia. The maize harvest is the best for several years. 

Vaccines against COVID-19 arrived in mid-April and so far 100,000 people have 

received a vaccine. Deaths from COVID, which peaked in July/August last year and 

January/February this year, are now very few. 

 

There are also concerns. Zambia’s debts are very high, and the cost of living in 

Zambia has risen sharply in the last few months. This means that the elections to be 

held on 12th August will be as fiercely contested as usual. 

 

So we are asked to give thanks to God for the better harvest and for the vaccination 

programme. And we are asked to pray for peace and justice in the election 

campaigning. 

 

Our link congregation at St John’s continues to grow. 

In worship many people are wearing masks, but singing and dancing are allowed, 

and there is little social distancing; elbow bumps rather than hugs are used. 

 

Zambia is now beginning its dry season; travel is easier on dirt roads, and meetings 

can be held outside. There will be no rain until November, though the weather will 

be cool. This is the time of year when conferences and synods are held, and 

evangelistic camps and campaigns take place. 

 

We are asked to pray for Rev Godfrey Gama during this busy time and for St John’s 

congregation’s work with and for the poorest people in this time of economic 

hardship. 

 

Please also pray that the exchange programme between our churches in Salisbury 

and the United Church of Zambia, which has had to pause for a couple of years 

because of the pandemic, will be resumed in 2022. 

Meanwhile, St John’s congregation continue to send us their prayer requests each 

week, and they continue to pray for us. 

Cecil King 

 

 

“Every single one of us has the potential to be a Rainbow Warrior. We can find ways 

to spread a little love, light, joy, and happiness on our paths. We can open our 

hearts and minds to the thinking of other people, listen honestly to what they have to 

say, acknowledge their right to their viewpoints, adjust our own viewpoint when new 

information becomes clear, and work to achieve common ground. Then, hopefully, 

like the first pale-coloured rays appearing on the horizon, we will encourage others 

to join us and become a full circle of gloriously bent light.”  

― Runa Pigden 



 

 

Fairtrade News 
 

We have recently received the annual report from Traidcraft Exchange entitled The 
Difference You Made.  I quote: 
 
The purpose of Traidcraft Exchange is simple at its heart:  to help poor communities 
benefit from the power of trade.  Too often trade is a tool only the wealthiest gain 
from, but our work is about turning that around. 
 
It is with great sadness that I must report what we have all feared for over a year 
now - the coronavirus is pushing people back into poverty. As the world takes steps 
towards normality, it does so unevenly. The poorest are once again being left 
behind. 
 
It’s in these times that our work - powered by your support - is needed more than 
ever. 
 
Throughout this pandemic we have always talked about recovery - we believe in it. 
Your donations have helped us provide not just emergency relief but also the 
support, training and linkages that mean communities can stand strong together 
long into the future. 
 
You’ve also helped raise a voice against some of the worst injustices of this past 
year. You called for the biggest fashion brands to pay what they owed to suppliers in 
low-income countries. Now millions of pounds of payments have been made that 
otherwise might not have materialized at all…. 
 
Thank you for all you’ve done and continue to do. 
 
As you will recall, our group gave £375 from our profits in 2020 to Traidcraft 
Exchange so you can see that your purchases from our Fairtrade shop really do 
make a difference.  So thank you from us too! In the last 5 weeks our takings have 
been approximately £480. The summer catalogue will be available shortly where 
you can view not only the regular selection of food and drink but the full range of 
useful and beautiful Traidcraft products. Monica is happy to take special orders. A 
reminder that there will be no deliveries on 1 June. 
 
Barbara Hickman 
Monica Gillings 

 

 

 
“the way i see it, if you want the rainbow, you gotta put up with the rain~”  
― Dolly Parton 



Traditional Brownie 

 

Emma’s recipe for chocolate brownies which refuelled Salisbury Athletics and Running 
Club after many race meetings and training sessions. 

 

Makes 18 

 

300g dark chocolate, roughly chopped 

250g unsalted butter 

475g caster sugar 

200g plain flour 

4 eggs 

 

Preheat the oven to 170˚C. 

Put the chocolate and butter in a heatproof bowl over a saucepan of simmering water. 

Leave until melted and smooth. 

Remove from the heat. Add the sugar and flour, mix well until well incorporated. 

Finally, stir in the eggs and mix until thick and smooth. 

Spoon the mixture into a lined 23 x 33 x 5cm baking tray and bake in the preheated 

oven for 30 – 35 minutes, or until flaky on the top but still soft in the centre. Be careful 

not to overcook. Leave to cool completely before dusting with icing sugar, to decorate. 

Rachel Clarke 

 
Strength is the capacity to break a chocolate bar into four pieces with your bare hands 

- and then eat just one of the pieces. 
Judith Viorst 

 



A Prayer as I Put on My Mask 

by the Moderator of The United Church of Canada 

 

 

Creator, as I prepare to go into the world, help me to see the sacrament 

in the wearing of this cloth – 

let it be “an outward sign of an inward grace” – 

a tangible and visible way 

of living love for my neighbours, as I love myself. 

 

Christ, since my lips will be covered, 

uncover my heart, that people would see my smile 

in the crinkles around my eyes. 

Since my voice may be muffled, 

help me to speak clearly, not only with my words, 

but with my actions. 

 

Holy Spirit, as the elastic touches my ears, 

remind me to listen carefully – and full of care – 

to all those I meet. 

May this simple piece of cloth be shield and banner, 

and each breath that it holds, 

be filled with your love. 

 

In your Name and in that love, I pray. 

May it be so. May it be so. 

Rev. Richard Bott 

 



Methodist Homes (MHA) Sunday 
 

We shall celebrate MHA Sunday on the morning of 13 th June. The theme is 

“Relieving isolation and bringing hope”. 

Our giving to Methodist Homes supports the specialist life-enhancing services MHA 

supplies, including chaplaincy and music therapy. 

It also supports MHA Live at Home Schemes, which, last year, changed its name to 

MHA Communities. 

During the pandemic, the MHA face-to-face groups have had to stop, but the work of 

relieving isolation has not stopped: 

- More than 38.000 food parcels and other deliveries have been made to people 

shielding. 

- Digital communities have been established hosting virtual coffee mornings and 

interest groups. 

- More than 48,000 befriending and wellbeing calls have been made. There are 

two types of call: a “check and chat” to make sure that the person at home is 

fine and a “befriending call” which is longer and enables a befriending 

relationship to develop. 

-  

MHA Communities have grown during the pandemic, welcoming more than 550 

new members. 

Offering both telephone and virtual befriending has helped to make the service more 

responsive. Going online means that people with similar interests can be brought 

together; recently a creative writing group has started. 

The money we give this MHA Sunday will especially support MHA Communities 

relieving isolation and bringing hope to older people. To give to MHA: 

- There will be MHA envelopes at church; 

- You can give online at mha.org.uk/donate; 

- You can send a cheque  

payable to “Methodist Homes” to: 

Methodist Homes (MHA) 

Donation Processing Centre 

126 Fairlie Road 

SLOUGH: SL1 4PY. 

 

If you want to find out more about befriending or becoming a befriender, visit 

mha.org.uk/befriending 

 

And, please, continue to pray for Methodist Homes, for all the staff, residents in 

homes and people who are part of MHA Communities. 

Cecil King 



 

“I don't have Paul's calling - I'm not out there being all things to all men to win them 
for Christ - but sometimes I can be a signpost. Sometimes I can sow a seed. And 
post-hole diggers and seed sowers are mighty important in the building of the 
Kingdom.”  
― Johnny Cash 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The June Newsletter was produced by Rachel and Simon Clarke. 

Items for the July Newsletter should be sent to Rachel Clarke 

no later than Friday 18th June 2021 

email: news.smc1759@gmail.com 

Material for consideration should be as follows: 

An A4 word or publisher document in Arial font size 14pt 

Please ensure you have consent for any material submitted. 

If you need help creating a document, please contact Rachel Clarke. 

01722 338392 
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A Conversation on the work of God in this place? 
 

The government’s plan is that in a little more than a month from now all COVID-
related restriction should be lifted. When it comes this will be a moment of immense 
relief and rejoicing, but also a time to remember all the bereavements and losses we 
have sustained individually and as a community, and to grieve properly together. 
 
It also means that we can start to think about a broader range of church activities ; 
from the very beginning of this pandemic we have known that life would never quite 
go back to being exactly the same as it always was, and now is the time to work out 
what our ‘new normal’ will look like. Lockdowns have meant that things we thought 
could never be changed or ceased have indeed been adapted or paused. And we 
have discovered that we are capable of doing new things we could never have 
imagined and working in ways we never thought possible.  
 
At the recent church council, we took most of our time to reflect on what we have 
learnt and discovered from these things during the Lockdown. We started the 
process of identifying what is life-giving and needs to be taken forward in the life of 
SMc. 
 
There follows, a few questions, a diagram and a grid which were used as prompts to 
get us thinking and talking at Church Council. We’re asking you to also think and 
ponder on them. We would be extremely grateful if you could jot down a few 
thoughts in response to the questions, maybe put a few things in the wants and 
wishes grid, and send them to Anna to feed into the overall picture. 
 
Thank you so much. 
 
Questions to spark thoughts and discussion: 
 

• What has sustained you personally during the pandemic, and particularly 
during the lockdowns? Where have you found hope? 

• Why does the society of Methodists that meets in St Edmund’s Church Street 
exist? What and whom is it here for? 

• What have you missed about Church during the lockdown periods? 

• Of all that the Church has continued to do, what has been helpful to your faith 
and discipleship? 

• What is important and what have you discovered NOT to be important in 
church life?  

• What would you love to see your church do? 

• If only one of the things your church does now was able to continue, what 
would you choose to keep? Why? 

  



• Which ‘zone’ (see diagram below) do you think SMc is in? Which ‘zone’ would 
you like SMc to be in? 

 
 
 
  



 


