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Worship at SMc during July 
 
I had hoped that this update would be announcing a relaxing of restrictions for 
worship however because of the delay announced by the Prime Minister there are 
no changes to the arrangements for Worship inside the Church building. All Sunday 
morning services may be attended in person by a prebooked socially distanced 
congregation and will be streamed to those watching at home.  
If you wish to attend a service, please use the online booking form on the church 
website. If you cannot access this, please phone Liz Chick on 01980 610594. 
Bookings should be made by 6.00pm on the Saturday preceding the service. 
 
If you wish to attend in person here is a reminder of the guidelines we need to 
follow: - 
Each bubble must be socially distanced from the next one. 
All members of the congregation must wear a face mask from entry to until exit from 
the building. 
Hands must be sanitized on entry to and exit from the building. 
No congregational singing is permitted. 
Members of the congregation should remain seated throughout the service. 
Everyone in the building must supply contact information for test and trace 
purposes. 
 
Outside the building, however, up to 30 people may gather. The Covid19 Strategy 
group have agreed that after the service members of the congregation may meet in 
the garden for a time of fellowship. If you wish to go into the garden, please indicate 
this to one of the door stewards. Please understand that even outside there is still 
some risk in getting too close together, so we recommend that people think 1metre+ 
when talking to each other. When you leave the garden, please use the side gate 
onto the road. 
 
The services for July are: - 
 
Sunday 4th July: - Streamed service from the sanctuary at 10.30am led by Revd. 
Anna Bishop.  
 
Sunday 11th July: -Streamed service from the sanctuary at 10.30am led by Revd. 
Anna Bishop. This will be our annual Action for Children service. 
 

Mixed Blessings service: - at 4.00pm led by Revd. Cecil King and Revd. Anna 
Bishop. For more information, please contact Anna. 
 
Sunday 18th July: - Streamed service from the sanctuary at 10.30am led by Mr Dan 
Bishop. This will be the next in the Methodist Way of Life series. 
 
Sunday 25th July: - Streamed service from the sanctuary at 10.30am led by Revd. 
David Hookins. 
 
Jim Gillings - On behalf of the Restart group 



Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

One of the things that is enthusing me at the moment is the Methodist Church’s 

“Walking with Micah” project. This is a piece of work to explore what it might mean 

for the Methodist Church to become a justice-seeking church and to establish some 

Methodist Principles for Social Justice. Although this project is planned to last for 

two years, the aim is that its outcome will profoundly shape the whole future of our 

church. 

 

The ‘launch event’ for this project was the inaugural Methodist Justice Lecture, sadly 

given on Zoom because of COVID restrictions, but attended by over 1,200 people! 

The speaker was the Rt Hon Gordon Brown, who chose the very encouraging title 

“Justice and Hope.” 

 

Regardless of what you thought of Gordon Brown as a politician or a Prime Minister, 

his lecture is well worth watching. (Details of how to watch it can be found on the 

back page of this edition.) This is not Gordon Brown as a politician, this is Gordon 

Brown as a campaigner, and a very powerful one too, because he knows how 

politics work and advises on the best ways to get politicians to listen. 

 

I was strongly struck by his focus on drawing on the good that exists within each of 

us and bringing people together for a shared cause. He constantly used words such 

as co-operation, solidarity and empathy: “We’ve realised the limits of individualism 

during this crisis; we now know the power that communities can have if people come 

together.” 

 

In particular, he mentioned the “Crack the Crises” campaign, which is being 

supported by our very own All We Can, as well as The Fairtrade Foundation, 

Traidcraft Exchange and Christian Aid, as well as many other faith organisations, 

both Christian and other religions, and secular organisations as well. This is an 

extremely positive and wide collaboration, whose momentum is growing every day, 

and Mr Brown encouraged us all to get involved with this one big movement, rather 

than trying to go it alone. You can read more about “Crack the Crises” and how to 

sign up to support it elsewhere in this edition of the Newsletter (pages 5, 8, 13 – 19). 

 

He said: “If I was still Prime Minister I’d be worried if there was ten thousand emails 

coming in asking me to do something, and that’s the sort of power that different faith 

groups, by working together can give, and it could rise to a hundred thousand of a 

million…” I found this encouraging, as I always feel that one single letter from little 

old me won’t make any difference at all. But if we all write, asking for the same 

things, we can make a difference together. Mr Brown described the Methodist 

“Walking with Micah” project as “…building a social movement based on hope…” 

which “…could effect real change!”  



So as we reflect on how we at SMc want to emerge from the pandemic, let us also 

see ourselves as part of the bigger picture. In particular, how do we build 

momentum in the coming months to put pressure on the G20 meeting in Italy in 

October and COP26 in Glasgow in November? Who do we need to partner with to 

bring about real change? What larger movement do we need to join our voices with? 

And what would seeking justice, working for justice and prioritising justice look like 

here at SMc? 

 

My thanks to Rachel and Simon for focussing this edition of the Newsletter on 

justice issues, in order to help us to reflect prayerfully on these questions. 

 

With love, 

Anna. 

 

 
Your Church Council 
 
The Church Council met in May (via Zoom). The majority of the meeting was given 
over to a ‘Conversation on the work of God in this place’. Anna had prepared some 
questions for us to discuss in small groups (see the June Newsletter). We were 
asked to think about what we had missed about Church during the lockdowns, what 
we wanted to get back to doing, what we might want to start doing and what we 
didn’t want to do anymore!  
As restrictions are lifted and we move forward, we are all asked to think about what 
we want our church to look like. Please take some time to discuss this with others 
and let Anna know your thoughts. 
 
The next Church Council meeting will be held on 5th October. 
 
If you would like to receive the minutes and reports from the Church Council 
meetings, please contact the church office and leave your email address. 
 
Katrina Dixon 
Church Council Secretary 
 

 

“Few will have the greatness to bend history itself, but each of us can work to 

change a small portion of events. It is from numberless diverse acts of courage and 

belief that human history is shaped. Each time a man stands up for an ideal, or acts 

to improve the lot of others, or strikes out against injustice, he sends forth a tiny 

ripple of hope, and crossing each other from a million different centres of energy and 

daring those ripples build a current which can sweep down the mightiest walls of 

oppression and resistance.” 

 

― Robert F. Kennedy 



 

LET’S CRACK THE CRISES WE FACE 

 

 

 

 

In 2020, we came together to fight Covid and its aftershocks. We showed up, for key 
workers, for each other and our children when it counted most. Now, in 2021, we’ve 
come together to overcome the challenges we face, to achieve the Global Goals – 
agreed to by every leader – and to celebrate the resilience and kindness of our 
communities. 
 
This year, world leaders have gathered in the UK to discuss some of the world’s 
biggest challenges – Covid, injustice, climate change and the nature crisis. At the G7, 
leaders failed to deliver the crucial progress and real action needed to end the global 
Covid pandemic or tackle the climate emergency. But we’re continuing to ask the UK 
government to play a leading role to help crack the crises to build a fairer and greener 
world for all. 

With the world facing challenges such as Covid, injustice, climate change and nature 
loss, UK decision-makers have an opportunity to demonstrate their leadership at home 
and abroad. 
 
That is why organisations from across the UK, advocating for a better future for people 
and planet, have come together in this new coalition. We want to bring people together 
to tackle these crises by taking individual actions, by supporting others and by asking 
decision-makers to act. 
 
Join us in 2021 to help crack the crises because together we can tackle the Covid, 
injustice, climate change and nature crisis. 

 

COVID-19 INJUSTICE 
CLIMATE 
CHANGE 

NATURE 
CRISIS 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Lelef9EitNB27Hv1Fb9SZRydyHQo5vph/view?usp=sharing


By joining Britain’s biggest charities in the Wave Of Hope, you can tell politicians 
that we want them to work together for a better world. 
 
United, we can send world leaders a message they can’t ignore. 
 

 
 
You can help spread the Wave Of Hope across the UK with the help of the nation’s 
favourite illustrators, including Quentin Blake, Lauren Child, Diane Ewen, Jim Field 
and Nick Sharratt. 
 
Print and decorate the illustrations or design your own waving hand to put in your 
window. You can also find the illustrations in your local Waterstones or on 
pages 13 - 17. 
 

 

FAIRTRADE SHOP 
 

The last 3 weeks have been relatively quiet on the delivery front, 
but we have still taken the worthwhile sum of approximately £320.  
With the arrival of the new summer catalogue, orders are picking 
up again with people stocking up and trying new things. The 
mango jam is highly recommended by one of our customers! All 
the Traidcraft teas have won Great Taste awards and the 
breakfast blend teabags have always been one of our most 
popular lines.  In response to increased demand, we are also now 

stocking the Decaffeinated version, along with Earl Grey.  There’s lots of interesting 
information in the catalogue and plenty of ideas for beautiful and useful gifts too – 
contact Monica or Barbara if you would like a catalogue.  Many thanks for your 
continued support. 
 
Monica Gillings (on behalf of the Fairtrade team). 
 

 
Did you hear Amanda Khozi Mukwashi, chief executive of Christian Aid on Desert 
Island Discs? If not and you have a suitable device do listen. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000wjdr 
 
She gave a stunning performance, a courageous witness to her faith. It was very 
inspiring, and definitely the highlight of my week. 
 
Ruth Popplestone 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000wjdr


PASTORAL PAGE 
 
(Please ensure that you have permission from the people concerned or their 
relatives before sending items for this page to Sandra Gunstone.) 
 
Our thoughts and prayers are with those who are suffering at home or in hospital. 
We are thinking also of those who are living alone and those in Care Homes. Also 
those caring for someone at home through this difficult time. Please contact your 
Pastoral Visitor or Sandra Gunstone or Monica Gillings if you would like to speak to 
one of our Supernumerary Ministers. 
 
We were sad to hear that Beryl Cobb had passed away on 31st May 2021. In the 
past Beryl and her family worshipped at SMC for many years. We send our 
condolences to Beryl’s family at this sad time. 
 
Mary Parker has asked if we could let people know that her husband Terence was 
admitted to Milford House Care Home at the end of May where he is receiving 
excellent care. 
 
Lynne Burt has been in hospital for 4 weeks following a fall. We give thanks that 
there has been an improvement this last week. Please remember Lynne, John and 
their family in your prayers. 
 
We would love to share your news so please do not forget to let your Pastoral 
Visitor know of anything you wish to share with others – through the 
Newsletter. 
 
Congratulations to Charlotte Clarke on gaining a 1st Class Honours BSc degree in 
Chemistry, and also an MSc in Chemistry, from The University of Sussex. 
 
Please telephone your pastoral visitor even if you only want a chat.  We are 
always here for you!!! 
 
I would like to thank all Pastoral Visitors for their care of others during this 
difficult time and if you would like to become a Pastoral Visitor please let me 
know. (Sandra Gunstone Pastoral Sec.) 412847 or Monica Gillings (Assistant 
Pastoral Secretary) 743700. 
 

 
Let nothing disturb you, nothing distress you. 
All things fade away, only God is unchanging. 

Be patient, for with God in your heart, nothing is lacking 
God is enough. 

 
St Teresa of Avila (1515-1582) – an older, longer version of this prayer may be 

found in the Prayer Handbook 2021-2 Day 22 



 
 

Walking With Micah: Methodist Principles for Social Justice 
 
What does it mean for the Methodist Church to be a justice-seeking church?  
We live at a time of huge change when domestic and global injustices are being 
revealed and intensified. How can our world be renewed so that all God’s creation, 
people and planet, can flourish?  
Our Calling as Methodists means we long for God’s justice in the world. Around the 
globe and in their own local communities, Methodists are working for justice through 
responding to needs and campaigning for change. 
The prophet Micah reminded people that the worship God wants is for us to act 
justly, to love as God loves, and to walk humbly with God. Justice-seeking has 
always been integral to our relationship with God. 
The Walking with Micah: Methodist Principles for Social Justice project will help 
the Methodist Church in Britain to focus on our principles and priorities for justice 
and through that increase our ability to seek God’s justice, as a Church and in our 
own Christian lives. 
This two-year project will involve 

• Drawing on our Methodist heritage of challenging injustice and learning from 
the insights and challenges of others within and beyond the Christian faith. 

• Consulting widely within the Methodist Church and listening to what matters to 
Methodist people at this time. 

• Working with others to resource individuals, churches and leaders, to speak 
and act for justice both individually and in the name of the Methodist Church in 
Britain. 

 
There is a brilliant video to watch at: https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-
work-in-britain/social-and-climate-justice/walking-with-micah/ 
 
For more information, please contact Rachel Lampard 
LampardR@methodistchurch.org.uk  |  020 7467 5248 
 

 
If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the 
oppressor. If an elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse and you say that you are 
neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your neutrality. 
- Desmond Tutu 
 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-church/our-calling/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-work-in-britain/social-and-climate-justice/walking-with-micah/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-work-in-britain/social-and-climate-justice/walking-with-micah/
mailto:LampardR@methodistchurch.org.uk


MiPermit 

 

A few years ago, there was a proposal that Salt Lane car park would move to a 

cashless system. Fortunately, the scheme was abandoned. At the time I 

investigated the MiPermit app, which when downloaded to a smart phone allows for 

payment in Wiltshire car parks in a simple cashless way. I quickly gave up using it 

when I found there was an admin fee in addition to the parking charge. Recently 

Wiltshire Council have removed the admin fee so using the MiPermit system costs 

the same as paying at a machine in a car park. I am now using the app to pay 

whenever I park in Salisbury. When the app is downloaded and you set up a log in, 

you can input your car registration and a card number (if you wish), when you park 

you select which car park you are in, the length of stay and pay. If you do not wish to 

register your card you can put in the number at the payment stage. Another 

advantage is that there is an “extend time “function so it you are going to be late 

back to your car you can add extra time remotely. In these “new times” when I carry 

little or no cash, I am finding MiPermit especially useful. It is not often that I promote 

Wiltshire Council, but in this case, I think they have provided a useful service. 

 

Jim Gillings 

 

Orrin and Jago’s Jokes 

 

What kind of tree fits in your hand? 

A Palm tree! 

 

How do we know that the sea is 

friendly? 

It waves! 

 

Where do sharks go on holiday? 

Finland! 

 

 

 

Why does ice-cream always get 

invited to the party? 

It’s cool! 

 

How do basketball players stay 

cool? 

They sit next to their fans! 

 

Why did the monkey like the 

banana? 

Because it had an appeal! 



Social and Climate Justice 

As Christians, we are called to act justly, and to work for God’s kingdom on earth as 
it is in heaven. The Methodist Church has a long history of living out our calling to 
justice and peace, by speaking up in the public square.  
 
From the Wesleys' work on prison reform and the abolition of the slave trade to a 
Methodist presence in campaigns such as Make Poverty History, the Fairtrade 
movement and Jubilee 2000, taking a stand is part of our Methodist heritage. Today, 
Methodist churches around the connexion reflect this in Our Calling, to be ‘a good 
neighbour to people in need and to challenge injustice’. As churches host debt 
centres, food banks, supper clubs and mutual aid groups, they continue to question 
why such help is needed. Not only do we want to see poverty and inequality 
alleviated, but we also want to change the structures and systems which bring it 
about in the first place. 

 

 
 
Much of our social justice work is done ecumenically, in partnership with other 
churches in the UK (including the United Reformed Church, Baptist Union of Great 
Britain and Church of Scotland), as part of the Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT). 
JPIT exists to equip Christians to act and pray on issues of injustice, resource 
churches to reflect and campaign effectively and help our churches to speak out 
with a distinctively Christian voice on injustice. We work together around our ‘Six 
Hopes for Society’: 

• A just economy that enables the flourishing of all life 
• A world that actively works for peace 
• A society that welcomes the stranger 
• A society where the poorest and most marginalised are at the centre 
• A planet where our environment is renewed 
• A politics characterised by listening, kindness and truthfulness 

 
Find out more about JPIT and sign up for daily prayers here: 
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/ 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-church/our-calling/
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/


Pause for Prayer 

 

Creator God, only you see 
the big picture, this earth 
that, spinning through space 
can sustain the life we see 
and hear, warmed by sun, 
refreshed by rain, fed by 
seed sown and harvested, 
if we will only play our part. 
Forgive our complacency, 
our arrogance and greed, 
and raise up leaders who, 
with wisdom, can work 
together for the good of all, 
and save this precious gift 
for future generations. 

 
 

Creator God, forgive us 
if we think this world 
is simply to be exploited. 
Open our eyes to see 
the damage that we do. 
Open our ears to hear 
and not ignore the signs. 
Open hearts to change. 
Make us the gardeners 
and caretakers that you 
created us to be,  
that this fragile world 
might be handed on 
with pride, not shame, 
to future generations. 

 

Embrace this world,  
it is a fragile place 
in need of healing, 
where arrogance  
and self-interest 
seek to undermine 
your common good, 
and those in need 
take second place 
to those who have. 
Embrace this world, 
wash it in your tears 
of mercy and love, 
and bring healing 
and restoration 
into its brokenness 
dear Lord, we pray. 

 

Give us a love for this 
your world, dear Lord, 
and a yearning to be 
its stewards, as you 
intended from day  
one that we should be. 
We have become blind. 
Open our eyes to all 
that we can do now, 
in our own little way 
to make a difference, 
for the greater good 
of all, on this, our home 
and your precious garden. 

 faithandworship.com 

 

“The earth will not continue to offer its harvest, except with faithful stewardship. We 

cannot say we love the land and then take steps to destroy it for use by future 

generations.”  

 

― Pope John Paul II 



THE LISTENING PLACE 

RE-OPENING FOR FACE-TO FACE APPOINTMENTS. 

The Listening Place, a free confidential service, is delighted to be 

opening once again on Wednesday 7 July for face-to-face appointments in a Covid-

safe environment. The last 15 months have been hard for us all - increased levels of 

anxiety, fear and isolation can affect our mental wellbeing and the need for a 

listening ear has perhaps never been greater. 

Are you lonely, worried, stressed, confused? 

Do you need to talk? 

The Listening Place can really help - we provide a friendly and safe place where you 

can share whatever is on your mind with a trained listener. They will not interrupt, 

advise or judge you, but will support you in finding your own way forward. 

Initially we will be open on Wednesdays, offering morning or evening appointments, 

though we hope to increase sessions in the future. 

To make an appointment: 

Phone:  01722 325294 Staffed phone line Wednesdays 10.00am - 12.30pm. 

Outside these hours please leave a message on our answerphone. 

Email:  tlpappointments@gmail.com 

For more information see our website:  www.thelisteningplace.org.uk 
 

THE IONA COMMUNITY 

Many of you will know that the island of Iona and its Community are very dear to my 

heart - and I hope to be there later in July. At the same time many of you will have 

heard the BBC Sunday service on Radio 4 on June 20 led by John Bell and 

Christine Reid reflecting on Psalm 23 which, to me, was an uplifting experience. 

This year (and particularly this June) has been an important time for the Community 

for on June 7 there were special celebrations for the formal reopening of the Abbey - 

in the presence of HRH Princess Anne; and on June 9 there was the 1500th 

anniversary celebration of the birth of St Columba. Recordings of both these events 

will be available on the Iona Community website shortly. The morning service of 

June 20 can be heard (or re-heard) on BBC Sounds. On Sunday June 27 at 13.15 

BBC TV Songs of Praise will come from Iona Abbey. If anyone at any time would 

like to know more about the Iona Community, do speak with me. 

Barbara Hickman 

 

“With or without us, the wild will return. .... It seems that, however grave our 

mistakes, nature will be able to overcome them, given the chance. The living world 

has survived mass extinctions several times before. But we humans cannot assume 

that we will do the same.” 

― David Attenborough 

mailto:tlpappointments@gmail.com
http://www.thelisteningplace.org.uk/
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Climate justice for all is a way for everyone of all ages to protest about 
climate change. COP26 is a meeting about climate change with all the 
world leaders. The Methodist church wants to send a message to the 
world leaders about climate change.  
 
On Saturday the 12th June I went to a Zoom meeting about climate 
change with other Green Agents of Change. The two topics/main 
questions were: What does climate justice look or feel like? What do 
you want to say to world leaders? 

      
 
We all came up with a lot of ideas. We decided things like taxing fossil 
fuels and having more electric cars. We want to make this kind of 
thing happen. I feel delighted that my message to the world leaders 
will be part of a big church message.  
 



 
 

Can YOU add your voice to the Methodist plea? There is ONE last 
Have Your Say session on Tuesday 13th July 2021. You can get free 
tickets at https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/climate-justice-for-all-have-
your-say-tickets-152826206297 
Be more climate friendly.     
 

By Grace Bishop                                      
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/climate-justice-for-all-have-your-say-tickets-152826206297
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/climate-justice-for-all-have-your-say-tickets-152826206297


 

Opportunity to be the Scouts Executive Chair or Treasurer 

 

8th Salisbury Scouts which run Scouts in Salisbury Methodist Church, is looking for an 

Executive Chair and a Treasurer to sit on their Executive Council. Each Scouts group 

has an executive council which looks after financial, personnel and governance issues 

for the 8th Salisbury Scouts group. Good financial skills would be a benefit for the 

Treasurer position and good interpersonal skills for the Chair position. 

Both positions do not require a significant time commitment, there is one meeting a 

quarter, communication with the Scout leaders and a few hours of training. 

Both positions are vital for the Scouts at Salisbury Methodist Church and are a great 

way to make a positive contribution to your community. 

If you have any questions please get in touch with Colin Skelton, the Scouts Executive 

Chair on: 

07402 956380 
 

Walk to Kenya 

Thank you to all those who supported this walk during the month of May to raise 
money for Christian Aid. There were almost 60 people who pledged however many 
miles they thought they could walk in the month (from 20 to 200) and then they 
recorded their actual mileage each week. It was fun to look at our route on the map to 
work out where we’d reached. We covered the distance to Kitui, 6111 miles, in 4 
weeks. And we raised £8000! Thanks again.  

Pip Carter 
 

BREAKING NEWS 
 

Taking the Biscuit 
 

There's been a fight in the biscuit tin. 
 

A lad called Rocky hit a Penguin over the head with a Club. tied him to a Wagon Wheel 
with a Blue Ribbon and made his Breakaway in a Taxi. 
 

Police say Rocky was last seen just After Eight with a Ginger Nut known to the police 
as Rich T. 
 

They didn't have a crumb of evidence, so the Jammie Dodger got away with it! 
 

Rita Molland 



SUMMER FUN! 
BIBLE PAIRS Here are some well-known Biblical twosomes – one is given to you 

and the other is hidden in the grid.  Can you find the pairings?  To make it a bit 

easier you have the 

initial letter of the 

other. 

 

Abraham & I----  

Adam & E--   

Andrew & P----  

Anna & S-----   

Cain & A---   

Daniel & the L---  

David & G------  

Jacob & E---  

James & J--- 

Jonah & the W---- 

Mary & M----- 

Mary &  J----- 

Paul & S---- 

Samson & D------ 

 

ADD-A-LETTER Add a letter to the end or beginning of each of the words to 

make a new word to fit the clue given.  The added letters will spell out another 

word reading down the column.  Have 

a go at these two. 

 LEND Mix together. 

 
SLANDER 

One who lives on a 
piece of land 
surrounded by sea. 

 EAST Animal. 

 SHOVE Hole digger. 

 PLAN Woodworking tool. 

 UPPER Late meal. 

T Z C M R S K Y R J 

W H A L E I J D I O 

O X A V T M T E V S 

S Y S P E E D L S E 

I J I V P O B I M P 

L I U J A N L L A H 

A E O A O H I A R P 

S S B N S H O H T Z 

E V E A Q E N S H U 

A H T A I L O G A L 

 

 
HEAP Not dear. 

 
BAT Tub to wash in. 

 
MASS 

Gather together a large 
quantity of something. 

 
EEL Remove skin from orange. 

 
LOPED Ran away to marry. 

 
SEA Common marine mammal. 

 



 
Isaiah 55:12  
“For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before you 
shallbreak forth into singing, and allthe treesof the field shall clap their hands.” 

 

Have fun colouring in this picture and then see how many other words you can 

make from the word ‘mountains’.  Good luck! 

Have a safe and fun-filled summer everybody! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+55%3A12&version=ESV


  CHRISTIAN AID UPDATE 

I must apologise to anyone who was confused by 

the Christian Aid news in last month’s newsletter – I 

sent Rachel the May 2020 news by mistake! At 

least I can now give you up to date figures for what 

we raised, which we did not have last month. 

Many thanks to all those who helped deliver envelopes during Christian Aid Week. 

Between us we delivered to over twelve hundred houses, each envelope marked 

with an address to which it could be returned with a donation. Returns have only 

been a small proportion of those delivered, but the amount donated through these 

envelopes now stands at just over £1644. 

In the meantime, by 1st June Southampton District had raised £12,271 for Christian 

Aid, in online thanksgiving donations for having received the Coronavirus vaccine. 

There is still time to express thanks for your jab, either through the District or direct 

to Christian Aid! 

A number of our members have taken part in Pip Carter ’s walk to Kenya, 

accumulating the miles that each of them walked in the month of May. Together, 

Pip’s walkers covered over 7,000 miles and easily reached Kitui, in Kenya. Over 

£7,000 was raised in the process. 

Charlotte Scott, Christian Aid’s British Churches Officer, spoke at our service on 

2nd May about our walk with God and with our brothers and sisters in Africa. I would 

like to echo the thanks she expressed for all that people at SMC are doing to 

support Christian Aid. That help is much needed: we may notice the effects of more 

unstable weather on our gardens, but in Kenya and other African countries climate 

change is blighting their whole livelihood. 
 

Paul Butler 

CHRISTIAN AID SALE 
 

Another fun day and fundraising afternoon is planned for Christian Aid in Harnham 
Field, by St George’s again this year on Saturday August 7. 

There are requests for the following so, if you are still clearing out and have any of 
the following, please get in touch with the following Committee people direct or, 
alternatively, with Paul Butler or Barbera Hickman. 

Cakes & preserves to Clare 414855 
Bric-a-brac to Sheila 333954 

Jewellery to Paul 324504 
Books to Katharine 501200 

Tombola, prizes for all ages please, to Pip 505359/07854 827233 
No clothes or jumble! 

 

Paul Butler 324504 
Barbara Hickman 349740 



OUR ZAMBIA LINK 
 

Zambia is suffering a steep rise in the number of COVID-19 infections and 

deaths, since early June. 

This is explained partly because June, July and August are the cold months. The 

vaccination programme in Zambia began on 14th April, but the spike in cases has 

not been prevented. 
 

Bishop Lordwell Siame of the United Church of Zambia (UCZ) in Lusaka 

reports that some congregations have recorded COVID-19 infections at an alarming 

rate. He has therefore decided that no funeral gatherings are allowed in any UCZ 

church buildings, and he is earnestly encouraging social distancing, hand sanitising 

and the wearing of face masks. Bishop Lordwell urges the church people to do 

everything they can to save lives. 
 

Please pray for the people of Zambia during this pandemic, especially for 

health workers and for the millions of people living in high density areas where 

social distancing is almost impossible and sanitary condition are poor. 
 

On 17th June, Kenneth Kaunda, the founding father of Zambia and the nation’s 

first President, died of pneumonia; he was 97. Mr Kaunda was a Christian leader, 

son of a Presbyterian minister, who influenced not only Zambia but also British 

Methodism. In the 1950 and 1960s he worked closely with Rev Colin Morris; they 

wrote a book together and worked on the national philosophy “Zambia Humanism”. 

Mr Kaunda also worked with Rev Merfyn Temple on national policies on agriculture 

and on the training of young people. Both Colin Morris and Merfyn Temple were 

influential preachers and writers in British Methodism from the 1960s onwards and 

both learned much from Kenneth Kaunda. 
 

Kenneth Kaunda was remarkable as one of few national leaders who, having 

lost power in a democratic election, retired to a life of good work, through his 

charitable trusts, especially promoting education for young people. 
 

Pray for the people of Zambia, currently going through a time of fierce 

campaigning for elections in August. That Kenneth Kaunda’s slogan “One Zambia – 

one nation” will prevail, echoed by the UCZ text for 2021 “All one in Christ”. 

Cecil King 

 

SMC AND THE WAY AHEAD 
 

Because of the weather, two separate groups met in the homes of Rosemary Dover 
and Barbara Hickman on Monday June 21, which we found to be very worthwhile.   
Quite a few others expressed an interest in and a wish to participate so we are 
hoping to have another such morning on Monday August 9 at Sarum St Michael - 
details to be confirmed in the August newsletter. 
 
Rosemary Dover / Barbara Hickman 



“We must change almost everything in our current societies. 
The bigger your carbon footprint - the bigger your moral duty. 

The bigger your platform - the bigger your responsibility. 
Adults keep saying: 'We owe it to the young people to given them hope.' 

But I don't want your hope. 
I don't want you to be hopeful. 

I want you to panic. 
I want you to feel the fear I feel every day. 

And then I want you to act. 
I want you to act as you would in a crisis. 
I want you to act as if our house is on fire. 

Because it is.”  
― Greta Thunberg,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The July Newsletter was produced by Rachel and Simon Clarke. 

Items for the August Newsletter should be sent to Rachel Clarke 

no later than Friday 16th July 2021 

email: news.smc1759@gmail.com 

Material for consideration should be as follows: 

An A4 word or publisher document in Arial font size 14pt 

Please ensure you have consent for any material submitted. 

If you need help creating a document, please contact Rachel Clarke. 

01722 338392 
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“Some people say that I should study to become a climate scientist so that I can 

‘solve the climate crisis’. But the climate crisis has already been solved. We already 
have all the facts and solutions. All we have to do is to wake up and change.” 

― Greta Thunberg 

JUSTICE AND HOPE 
 

On Sunday 13th June at 7pm, the Rt Hon Gordon Brown gave a lecture 
entitled Justice and Hope to mark the launch of the Walking With Micah 
project. 

In the face of Covid-19, the climate emergency and global inequality, where are 
justice and hope to be found? Former Prime Minister Gordon Brown will argue 
that change is possible, and that people of faith have a role to play. 

If you missed it, you can watch it here: https://youtu.be/pTB2wLO4k1w or if you 
don’t have internet access, contact Anna and we will arrange a way for you to 
see it. 

https://youtu.be/pTB2wLO4k1w

