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Let the name of the LORD be praised, 
both now and forevermore. 

From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, 
the name of the LORD is to be praised. 
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Worship at SMc during August 
 

Following the Prime Minister’s announcement regarding the easing of Covid19 
restrictions the strategy group has met and proposes the following way forward for 
SMc. 
 
All Sunday morning services may be attended in person and will be streamed to 
those watching at home. 
 
When you enter the building for worship you will still be required to wear a mask 
until you leave. We are delighted that singing will be permitted but from behind your 
mask. Please stand to sing the hymns if you so wish. 
 
The seating will be altered to increase the capacity of the sanctuary so you will not 
be required to book a seat, BUT Test and Trace remains. We are therefore advising 
you to use the online booking form on the church website so that we have your 
details. If you cannot access this, please phone Liz Chick on 01980 610594. 
Bookings should be made by 6.00 pm on the Saturday preceding the service. 
If you choose not to prebook please use the Covid app on your phone to check in or 
give your details to the steward in the welcome area. 
 
Once you have entered the sanctuary, please choose your own seat. We advise that 
each family group or social bubble sit at the end of a row to give the maximum 
distance between each grouping. If you are clinically vulnerable, please choose a 
seat at the far end of the church. 
 
At the end of the service please exit by the welcome area or move into the garden at 
a time of your choosing. 
 
We still ask you to sanitize your hands when entering the building. 
 
Please do not attend in person if you are feeling unwell. 
 
Please understand that even outside there is still some risk in getting too close 
together, so we ask that people are aware of the risks when talking to each other. 
When you leave the garden, please use the side gate onto the road. 
 
The services forAugust are: - 
 
Sunday 1st August: - Streamed service from the sanctuary at 10.30am led by 
Revd. Jane Taylor.  
 
Sunday 8th August: -Streamed service from the sanctuary at 10.30am led by Revd. 
Andrew de Ville, Chair of Southampton District. 
Mixed Blessings service: - at 4.00pm led by Revd. Cecil King and Revd. Anna 
Bishop. For more information, please contact Anna. 



Sunday 15th August: - Streamed service from the sanctuary at 10.30am led by 
Revd. Anna Bishop. This will be the next in the Methodist Way of Life series. 
 
Sunday 22nd August: - Streamed service from the sanctuary at 10.30am led by 
Revd. Anna Bishop. 
 
Sunday 29th August: - Streamed service from the sanctuary led by Revd. Judy 
Davies. 
 
Jim Gillings 
On behalf of the Restart group 
 

 

Orrin and Jago’s Jokes and Anagrams 
 

Seaside towns 
SNSIAGTH   OBMRTOUUHEN  LSOETKEOFN 
WQNAEYU  ATMUFLHO   TINRBHOG 
WNGAESA   EMTWYUOH   IESSTV 
 
What card game do you play at the beach? 
Go Fish! 
 
Why were the police called to the beach this summer? 
Something fishy was going on! 
 
What part of a fish weighs the most? 
The scales! 
 

TRAIDCRAFT NEWS 
 

Little to say on the Fairtrade front this month except that it was good to read that 
Zaytoun is celebrating a new award for its olive oil - which some of us enjoy despite 
its necessarily high price. It was voted the Nation's Favourite Organic Product in the 
BOOM awards, hosted by the Soil Association recently. 
 

At more comfortable prices I would recommend the bars of soap from the West 
Bank made of pure olive oil and what Palestinians call Maftoul which is cous cous 
with more body than the shop variety. Both Monica and I hold supplies of all these 
products. 
 

Takings for July amounted to just over £500. 
 
Barbara Hickman 
on behalf of SMC Traidcraft group 

It is not the task of Christianity to provide easy answers to every question, but to 
make us progressively aware of a mystery. God is not so much the object of our 
knowledge as the cause of our wonder. - Kallistos Ware 



Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

As I write, the UK government has lifted all COVID-related restrictions in England, and 

so I know that many of you will be bitterly disappointed that our life at SMc is not 

immediately going back to ‘normal’. I completely understand that disappointment; we 

have all had enough of this rotten virus, and of the limitations its management has 

imposed on us. 
 

But frustratingly, it hasn’t gone away just because we have had enough. The 

government has now asked us to take ‘personal responsibility’ and make ‘informed 

decisions’. This means that we now have to interpret the data ourselves and make 

decisions accordingly, rather than relying on the government’s interpretation of the 

data and regulations. Inevitably, every organisation and every individual will interpret 

the data differently, have different ideas about what is ‘responsible’, and make different 

decisions, so we now need to learn to live with these variations. 
 

This has placed a heavier responsibility than ever on the Restart Group here at SMc, 

and I am once again so grateful for their willingness to carry that responsibility and to 

grapple with questions that have no ‘right’ answers. All they can do is their best, and I 

hope you will all join me in supporting them and being thankful for the compassion and 

commitment they are offering in service to us all. 
 

Although we have sought to follow all the government COVID regulations in spirit as 

well as in fact, their ending has reminded us that it is not the law that is our guiding 

principle, but love. 
 

Throughout the pandemic, the Restart Group has sought to maintain the life of SMc in 

a way that expresses the self-sacrificial love of Christ: “No one has greater love than 

this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” (John 15: 13) Of course, “laying down 

one’s life” does not only mean dying for somebody. It means laying down our own 

preferences and priorities, setting aside our own wishes and opinions for the sake of 

the wellbeing of our friends and our community. 
 

It is this ‘greatest love’ that we seek to express at SMc, at all times, and especially 

throughout this ongoing pandemic. It is difficult. It is especially difficult during the 

pandemic, when it adds to our sense of isolation. But I hope that we are learning new 

ways to connect and support and encourage one another safely. 
 

And in all things, we are “strengthened in our inner being with power through his 

Spirit…” (Ephesians 3: 16b) – the Spirit of Christ who went alone to the cross to show 

us the meaning of true self-sacrificial love, and who us always with us when we love 

and when we suffer. 
 

“Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far 

more than all we can ask or imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ 

Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever. Amen.” (Ephesians 3: 20-21) 
 

With love, Anna. 



PASTORAL PAGE 
 

(Please ensure that you have permission from the people concerned or their 
relatives before sending items for this page to Monica Gillings or Sandra 
Gunstone) 
 

It is a difficult and anxious time for many members of our church family. We hold in our 
thoughts and prayers all who are coping with health issues, whether at home, in 
hospital or in care homes, and those who are caring for them. May the assurance of 
God’s love sustain and strengthen them. 
 

We pray too for those suffering painful bereavements. We send our sincere 
condolences to Madeleine Bailey, Carol Bray and all the family as they support each 
other following the deaths of Madeleine’s brother and grandson. 
 

From Mary Parker: 

Terence Parker died peacefully at Milford House on July 11th, just before our 59th 
wedding anniversary. Mary is very grateful for all the support of family and friends. 

Barbara Hickman would like to add her appreciation for the support Terry gave to 
meetings of SCIP (Sarum Concern for Israel/Palestine) and now for donations being 
made to MSF (Medecins sans Frontieres) in his memory. 
 

Yvonne Bonner has been in hospital this last month following a fall. We give thanks 
that she responded to treatment and is now fully recovered from the pneumonia. 
Please remember Yvonne in your prayers as she continues to build up her strength at 
Milford House Nursing Home where she will be a resident for at least the next 6 weeks. 
 

Lynne Burt would like to thank everyone for their prayers during her 6 weeks in 
hospital. She is now home and very glad to be so. 
 

Congratulations:  We send our love and congratulations to Mike and Annabelle 
Horner who celebrate their Diamond Wedding Anniversary on 26 August. We wish 
them every happiness and blessing on this very special occasion. 
 

We also send love and happy birthday greetings to Margaret Rutt who celebrates her 
70th birthday on 9 August. 
 

Wednesday morning coffee at Stones café: If you would like to meet with others 
over a coffee in the Market Square, you’re warmly invited to join the gathering on 
Wednesday mornings from 10.30am. 
 

Please contact your Pastoral Visitor, Monica Gillings or Sandra Gunstone if you 
or someone you know would like to speak to one of our Supernumerary 
Ministers.  If you would just appreciate a friendly chat, please telephone your 
pastoral visitor, we are always here for you! 
 

It is good to share church family news, so please let your Pastoral Visitor know 
of anything you wish to share with others through the Newsletter.  
 

We would like to thank all Pastoral Visitors for their care of others during this 
difficult time Sandra Gunstone (412847) and Monica Gillings (743700). 



Election and Induction of the President and 
Vice-President
On Saturday 26 June the Revd Sonia Hicks was elected 
and inducted as President of the Conference and 
Barbara Easton as Vice-President. In her Conference 
address Mrs Hicks focused on her theme for the year, 
“God’s Table: An Invitation for All”, reflecting on the 
racism and marginalisation she and her family have 
experienced and how the Church can respond to injustice 
and division in society today. The Vice-President, Barbara 
Easton, drew on her experience as a quilter to address 
the Conference on a range of issues including on 
diversity, the environment and ecumenical relations.

You can read the President’s address in full here: The 
President’s Address to the Methodist Conference 2021

You can read the Vice-President’s address in full 
here: The Vice-President’s Address to the Methodist 
Conference 2021

Reception into Full Connexion
During Conference worship, 22 presbyters and three 
deacons were received into Full Connexion on Sunday 
27 June, along with four presbyters by transfer and one 
presbyter by reinstatement. Later that day, ordination 
services took place in five churches in the vicinity 
of Birmingham. The Conference rejoiced that those 
ordinands who had been received into Full Connexion 

online at the 2020 Conference were ordained in six 
venues across the Connexion on the preceding weekend.

Education strategy
The Revd Dr Roger Walton introduced the report, 
‘Transforming Lives: A Schools’ Educational Strategy 
for the Methodist Church’, which outlines the 
strategy for Methodist schools for the next ten years. 
The Conference:

•	 Affirmed those who work and volunteer to 
support education;

•	 Urged Circuits to audit local schools regularly as 
part of their mission; 

•	 Encouraged Districts to appoint District 
Education Officers;

•	 Invited young people to consider education as a 
vocation and Circuits to support them;

•	 Encourages Circuits and churches to recruit 
governors for local schools;

•	 Asked Circuits and Districts to sponsor new 
Methodist schools where appropriate.

The Conference also agreed to:

•	 maintain and extend Methodist engagement 
with schools; 

•	 pursue educational excellence; 
•	 develop a confident Methodist ethos and working 

together with local partnerships including local 
heritage sites;

•	 prioritise areas of need.

Methodist Church House
The Conference received a report from the Methodist 
Council, which updated the Conference on the work that 
had been undertaken so far in relation to Methodist 
Church House. It heard that, in the light of the significant 
change of circumstances since the decision had been 
made to rebuild Methodist Church House, the Council 
had agreed to discontinue the proposed redevelopment. 
Instead, the Council now recommended that Methodist 
Church House be sold, with the proceeds of the sale 
used for alternative office accommodation for the 
Connexional Team in London. Under the terms of the 
required Charity Commission Scheme for the Centenary 
Hall Trust, the Conference confirmed the decision to sell 
Methodist Church House.

Deliverance Ministry
The Conference adopted interim guidelines for 
deliverance ministry, brought by the Methodist Council 
and the Faith and Order Committee. The Faith and Order 
Committee is undertaking some further theological 
reflection on deliverance ministry which will be presented 

Conference Business Digest 
A report for local churches 
about the business of the 
2021 Methodist Conference

Please share this with the office holders 
and members of your Church and Circuit. 
This can be read online and downloaded 
from www.methodist.org.uk/conference

The 2021 Methodist Conference, held 
in Birmingham and online: Presbyteral 
Session 24-25 June; Representative 
Session 26 June – 1 July.  
www.methodist.org.uk/conference2021

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-conference/conference-2021/presidency/the-presidents-and-vice-presidents-addresses-to-the-methodist-conference-2021/the-presidents-address-to-the-methodist-conference-2021/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-conference/conference-2021/presidency/the-presidents-and-vice-presidents-addresses-to-the-methodist-conference-2021/the-presidents-address-to-the-methodist-conference-2021/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-conference/conference-2021/presidency/the-presidents-and-vice-presidents-addresses-to-the-methodist-conference-2021/the-vice-presidents-address-to-the-methodist-conference-2021/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-conference/conference-2021/presidency/the-presidents-and-vice-presidents-addresses-to-the-methodist-conference-2021/the-vice-presidents-address-to-the-methodist-conference-2021/
http://www.methodist.org.uk/conference


to the 2022 Conference. The guidelines include the 
safeguards that such ministry should only be undertaken 
within a liturgical framework, should never be undertaken 
by only one person, should not be used for people under 
18 years old, and should not be used in an attempt to 
change a recipient’s sexual orientation or gender identity. 

The Conference appointed a Connexional Panel on 
Deliverance Ministry which will have, amongst other 
things, oversight of this ministry, training materials, 
appointing of practitioners. The Panel will also act 
as an advisory body for deliverance ministry in the 
Methodist Church, particularly for District Chairs who 
will be the point of contact for those recommended for 
training. Feedback on the guidance is being sought: 
guidancefeedback@methodistchurch.org.uk

Climate Change and Fossil Fuels
The Joint Advisory Committee on the Ethics of 
Investment (JACEI) reported to the Conference on the 
further work undertaken in respect of investment in 
fossil fuels. In the light of this further work, JACEI has 
advised the Central Finance Board to disinvest from 
a number of companies, which are believed not to be 
aligned with the Paris Agreement goals. 

Holy Communion and online worship
The Conference agreed to adopt a three year period of 
active discernment on the issue of Holy Communion and 
online worship, during which churches will be encouraged 
“with reverence and joy, to a time of discernment, both 
experiencing and reflecting upon what it might mean 
to celebrate the Lord’s Supper online and to use this 
as an opportunity to discuss the issues raised in our 
churches thereby deepening our understanding of our 
life together.”

In adopting the proposed period of discernment 
(beginning on 1 September 2021), the Conference 
commended the report to Districts and Circuits for study 
and reflection, and invited feedback.

Reflective Supervision 
The Conference adopted the Reflective Supervision 
Policy for ordained ministers in the active work and those 
in designated lay roles within the Methodist Church. A 
review of the implementation of the policy, including its 
extension to relevant lay roles, is to be brought to the 
Conference of 2026. 

The Conference thanked the Revd Dr Jane Leach, making 
her final report as Connexional Director of Supervision, 
for her work in this area. 

Ministry in the Methodist Church
After a period of consultation and feedback on the 
draft Statement, the Conference adopted Ministry in 
the Methodist Church as a considered Statement of the 
judgment of the Conference. 

Alongside the formal Statement, the Changing Patterns 
of Ministry report considered the life of the Church in 
respect of the context of ministry, for those who are lay 
and ordained, and some of the practical considerations 
and challenges connected with that. 

The Conference adopted the recommendation that 
the office of Local Lay-Pastor be established with the 
Ministries Committee directed to establish details of 
the scope of the role, its training and licensing. The 
Conference also adopted a new understanding of 
itinerancy as a characteristic of ministry in the Methodist 
Church, directing that this be brought to the attention 
of all candidates and probationers. Some aspects of 
stationing matching process will also be reviewed and 
to ensure there is a clear process for enabling some 
presbyters to serve in local, pioneer and specific cultural 
or language appointments.

The Ministries Committee is to produce a resource 
detailing guidance for “good endings” to help manage 
Church relationships when appointments end.

Budget
In presenting the budget, the Connexional Treasurer, 
the Revd Tim Swindell and the Director of Finance and 
Resources, Matt Tattersall, told the Conference that 
there is a deficit in the pension scheme and a fall in 
income over the previous year which has led the budget 
to be further revised. Mr Swindell told the Conference 
that “The Church is full of tired people and we all need 
them to recover. We are right to be ambitious but we 
don’t have limitless people or resources.”

The Conference adopted a resolution asking for 
churches, Circuits and Districts to give, according to 
their ability, towards a target of 15% of their reserves to 
address the pension deficit. It adopted a budget which is 
based on a reduction in the District Assessment of 1% 
in 2021/2022.

Oversight and Trusteeship
The Conference reaffirmed the Our Calling vision 
statement, which was launched 21 years ago, and 
adopted it as the primary strategic driver for the 
Church’s work. 

The Conference adopted resolutions that raise the 
minimum size of a local church to 12 members from 
six with churches being asked to examine creative 

mailto:guidancefeedback@methodistchurch.org.uk


ways of working with other local churches so they are 
not over-burdened with matters of trusteeship; and 
directed that work continues towards the creation of a 
Connexional Council as the connexional trustee body, 
and to replace the Methodist Council and Strategy and 
Resources Committee. 

Work to review the constitution of the Conference and its 
ways of working will carry on in the coming year with a 
report coming before the 2022 Conference.

 A Task Group for Regional and District Structure 
Planning will be set up with the aim of reconfiguring the 
district structure more appropriately. 

Marriage and Relationships
A report on marriage and relationships, ‘God in Love 
Unites Us’, was received by the Conference in 2019 
and the District Synods were asked to consider the 
provisional resolutions and report back to the 2021 
Conference. The Conference received a report on the 
results of the Synod votes (which showed that 29 out 
of the 30 Synods confirmed support for the provisional 
resolutions) and on the range of views expressed in the 
Synods and by ecumenical and overseas partners.

The Conference confirmed provisional resolutions on the 
principles or qualities of good relating, understanding 
of cohabitation and same sex marriages conducted on 
Methodist premises or by Methodist office-holders.

The Theology of Safeguarding
The Conference adopted The Theology of Safeguarding 
and commended it for study and reflection throughout 
the Connexion. The report explores the theological roots 
of safeguarding, how theological thinking is used, the 
failure to challenge inappropriate and unacceptable 
behaviour, how churches can welcome people who have 
experienced abuse, grappling with power and forgiveness 
and change. It also explores spiritual abuse and the 
trauma of abuse and acknowledges how the Methodist 
Church has cause to repent, seek forgiveness and take 
responsibility for past actions. 

Notices of Motion
The Conference expressed its concern and support for 
campaigns in the following areas:

•	 Changes to the social care system and the work led 
by Methodist Homes (MHA) to #FixCareForAll;

•	 The situation in Myanmar;
•	 The recent cuts to the foreign aid budget;
•	 The change to the immigration rules, particularly as 

they impact refugees;
•	 Climate justice as we approach the COP26 climate 

change conference in November.

All We Can 
In the All We Can report to the Conference, 
the Methodist Relief and Development charity 
detailed its work. 

Since September 2019 All We Can has had a 
transformational and measurable impact upon the 
lives of 2,139, 475 people and has partnered 22 local 
organisations in six countries. Due to the overwhelming 
impact of COVID-19 on All We Can’s local partners, a 
significant portion of the charity’s workload was spent 
responding to this ongoing emergency situation. All We 
Can’s long term development partners and other local 
organisations were supported to pivot their programmes 
to assist communities in coping with the impact 
of COVID-19. 

Methodist Ministers’ Housing Society
The Conference received a report from the Methodist 
Ministers’ Housing Society, which set out the activities 
of the Society in the last year. The Conference asked 
that collaborative conversations take place to consider 
how the covenant relationship between the Church and 
its supernumeraries and their widowed spouses can 
be expressed fully and appropriately in the housing of 
supernumeraries, and to bring recommendations to 
the Council. 

Methodist Women in Britain
The Conference received a presentation from Methodist 
Women in Britain, which marked the tenth anniversary 
since the group was established. They shared the 
highlights of their work over the past ten years.

3Generate 
3Generate, the annual Children and Youth Assembly 
of the Methodist Church took a different form in 2020 
and became 3Generate365, a year-round process of 
engagement with children and young people in their 
local setting to enable them to listen to God, discern 
what God is saying, deepen their faith and be confident 
in being evangelists sharing their faith with others. The 
Conference reaffirmed the importance of hearing the 
voices of children and young people in discerning future 
direction, and directed that there is such consultation 
when revising strategic policies.

Strategy for Justice, Dignity and Solidarity
The Conference adopted a far-reaching Strategy for 
Justice, Dignity and Solidarity, which will see “a profound 
change in the culture, practices and attitudes of the 
Methodist Church”. As it is rolled out, the strategy will 
support Methodists with issues of equality, diversity 
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and inclusion, with the aim of becoming a Church in 
which God’s unconditional love is expressed in word and 
actions and where all people are able to play their part.

The strategy’s recommendations include a celebration of 
the richness of the Church’s diversity and opportunities 
to learn more of, and to be changed by, God through 
encounter with each other across the Church. 
Comprehensive training on topics of racism, gender, 
disability and LGBT+ awareness will be mandatory 
for anyone in a leadership role. The strategy will also 
introduce moves to ensure that the leadership of the 
Church reflects the diversity of its membership. A series 
of structures, processes and practices will be put in 
place to ensure that people are treated with justice and 
dignity and that the discipline of the Methodist Church 
is upheld in the face of discrimination; preventing, 
challenging and redressing all behaviours which are 
discriminatory or belittling.

Ecumenical Matters
The Ecumenical report to the Methodist Conference 
detailed how the global pandemic has seen already 
existing good relationships with ecumenical partners, 
in most cases, grow stronger as we have continued 
to share experience and expertise in support of 
one another. 

The Revd Helen Cameron has served as Moderator elect 
of the Free Churches Group from April 2021 and will 
become Moderator in April 2022. 

The Conference received the report of the Joint Covenant 
Advocacy and Monitoring Group, which proposed that 
a new, successor, group be established, to be named 
Life in Covenant. The Conference approved the terms 
of reference for the new group and appointed the Revd 
Ruth Gee as its Methodist co-Chair.

Memorials
Memorials are messages from Circuit Meetings and 
District Synods to the Conference. They play a vital part 
in enabling the Conference to hear and to respond to 
concerns from across the Connexion. This year, the 
Conference considered and replied to 44 memorials 
on topics including marriage and relationships, online 
communion, oversight and trusteeship, local preachers’ 
training, finances and the pandemic, fossil fuels, and 
equality, diversity and inclusion.

Israel Palestine
In response to four memorials which were received 
on the subject of the Kairos Palestine statement ‘Cry 
for Hope’, the Conference commended the document 

for study, whilst acknowledging the complexity of the 
situation. The Conference also adopted the reply to 
memorials presented to the 2020 Conference, and 
which were referred to the Methodist Council for 
full consideration. 

Conversion Therapy
The Conference received a memorial calling for a ban 
on Conversion Therapy in any form. The Conference 
agreed to support and adopt the ‘Memorandum of 
Understanding on Conversion Therapy in the UK’ 
definition of conversion therapy, to call on all Methodists 
to refuse to offer or participate in offering conversion 
therapy in any form. The Conference directed the 
Methodist Council to consider, draft and publish a policy 
on ‘Conversion Therapy’, called on the UK Government 
to ban the practice without further delay, and to consider 
further the most appropriate way in which to engage with 
HM Government on this issue.

President and Vice-President designated 
for 2022-2023
The Conference designated the Revd Graham Thompson 
to be President and Anthony Boateng to be Vice-
President of the Methodist Conference 2022/2023.

Appointments
The Conference made a number of appointments and 
reappointments, including:

The Revd Michaela Youngson as Assistant Secretary 
of the Conference for a period of six years from 
1 September 2021.

The Revd Dr Janet Corlett as Chair for the Isle of Man 
District from 1 September 2021; the Revd Daniel Haylett 
as Chair for the Plymouth and Exeter District from 
1 September 2022; the Revd Novette Headley as Chair 
for the Birmingham District from 1 September 2022. 

Future dates of the Conference

The Methodist Conference will meet in 
Telford from 23-30 June 2022



Pause for Prayer 

 

Under the warmth  

of the summer sun  

the world awakes and blossoms 

into every imaginable colour.  

You created a garden for us to enjoy, 

and within it planted  

the most magical of flower and trees.  

You needed no horticultural training  

to plan your colour scheme,  

no gardening expert  

to recommend variety or design. 

Your garden is perfect, 

its colours harmonious,  

its scale immense, 

spoilt only by the clumsiness  

of those who tend it. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The warmth of the sun's embrace,  

the gentle breeze swept in by incoming tide, 

the rhythm of seasons,  

of new birth,  

death and recreation. 

All these speak so clearly of your love,  

your power  

and your beauty.  

All are expressions of your creativity,  

and more importantly of yourself. 

As an artist might share his personality  

within each brushstroke,  

so within the myriad colours of a butterfly's wing  

you share the exuberance of your love 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

This world 

Your creation 

Rolled into a sphere 

Packaged in sunshine 

Gift-wrapped in love 

Given to us 

Thank you 



 

 

SMC AND THE WAY FORWARD 
 
Rosemary Dover and I have set aside another Monday morning for anyone who 
would like to share in discussion as to the Way Forward for SMc. This will be on 
August 9 from 10.30 to 12 noon in the grounds of Sarum St Michael. Let’s hope that 
this time the sun will shine to allow us to be outside. If it rains we are limited for 
space in our two abodes so it would be helpful if you could let us know if you intend 
coming for then we would need to divide up accordingly - ie names out of a hat as 
previously! 
 
Rosemary Dover 01722 334369 
Barbara Hickman 01722 349740 
 

 
Junior Belletones meet on Saturday 
mornings during term times in Room 2 for an 
hour to ring handbells. If you are between 
7 and 18 years old and would like to rejoin or 
join the group please contact Ruth Booth 
(329123) or Jackie Weddell (502115). We 
hope to restart in September. 
 

 

 
Many of you will already be familiar with the wonderful work of A Rocha UK (ARUK), 
a Christian charity working for the protection and restoration of the natural world and 
committed to equipping Christians and churches in the UK to care for the 
environment. They are probably best known to you for their work in conjunction with 
the Eco Church initiative. 
  
They are now launching a quarterly prayer diary and asking Christians across the 
UK to join with them in supporting their work through the power of prayer; I attach 
the first issue for July – September 2021 here, for those who would like to add their 
voice.  
  
You can find out more about A Rocha UK on their website here. A Rocha UK – 
Caring for God's Earth and you can sign up to receive their emails, and the prayer 
diary, direct to your inbox. 
  
Barbara Hickman 
 

 
Does anyone use a HP printer that uses black cartridge number 301. We have two 
spares to give away.  Brian and Audrey Mould 

https://arocha.org.uk/
https://arocha.org.uk/


Our Zambia Link 

COVID cases have increased sharply in Zambia during June and July. This increase 

coincides with the cold dry season; the cold weather may be one reason for the spike 

in infections and deaths. 
 

This is also the time of year for conferences, synods, meetings and gatherings, but 

they have had to be suspended. The United Church of Zambia has shut down nearly 

all church activity. 
 

Sunday worship continues but not more than 1 hour long, with limited numbers and 

socially distanced seating. There are no Holy Communion or Baptism services, no 

Sunday School and no funeral services in church. All meetings, Bible Studies, 

fellowships, choirs and uniformed organisations are suspended – and this at the very 

time of year when many of their activities happen, because there is no rain, and the 

harvest is nearly complete. 
 

This at the time when people in Zambia wanted to gather to remember and mourn 

Kenneth Kaunda, the first President of Zambia. 

The desperate need for social distancing also comes when campaigning for the 

national elections is at its height. Elections are in mid August, but rallies and hustings 

cannot be held. 
 

Zambia is in our prayers  

- for the vaccination campaign to be sustained; 

- for justice and peace in the run up to election day; 

- for the church members unable to sustain normal church life and work; 

- for people in fear of the virus and unable, because of their living conditions, to 

keep to social distancing; 

- for the many bereaved families unable to mourn as they need to. 
 

Our link congregation – St John’s United Church of Zambia in Mtendere, Lusaka – 

continue to pray for us and to send us their prayer needs. We know something of what 

people in Zambia are suffering, 

but they have fewer of the medical and materials resources needed to overcome the 

pandemic. 

Cecil King 
 

 

“Love and hatred are not merely subjective feelings, affecting the inward universe of 

those who experience them, but they are also objective forces, altering the world 

outside ourselves...if this is true of my love, it is true to an incomparably greater extent 

of Christ's love. The victory of his suffering love upon the Cross does not merely set 

me an example, showing me what I myself may achieve if by my own efforts I imitate 

him. Much more than this, his suffering love has a creative effect upon me, 

transforming my own heart and will, releasing me from bondage, making me whole, 

rendering it possible for me to love in a way that would lie altogether beyond my 

powers, had I not first been loved by him.”  

― Kallistos Ware 



Methodist Prayer Handbook 2021/2022 

 
The theme for this year is ‘A Place for All’ 
 

The cost of this helpful booklet is £4.50. 
 
 
No one was excluded from Jesus’ table 
and eating with him was a sign of the 
kingdom of heaven and an invitation to 
meet God and to be transformed. We 
recognise that we do not always offer 
such a generous welcome, or listen to the 
voices on the margins. As the Church 
strives to be God’s people in a world 
changed by a global pandemic, there are 
prayers of thanksgiving and intercession, 
penitence and resolve that, with God’s 
help, we may recognise and repent of our 
exclusivity, and that then we may be 
reconciling, open to all, and ready to 
listen to all voices equally.  

 

 

 

There are prayers for every day of the year. These handbooks: 

• Are ideal for individual prayer and use in small groups 
• Include familiar prayers which are interwoven with new contributions from 

Methodists across the districts and around the world. 
• Have a daily lectionary with a suggested hymn (from Singing the Faith) to 

accompany and guide you through the year. 

For those who might find a large print copy helpful, these can be ordered at no extra 
cost. 

Please order your copy from me as soon as possible, by 16th August 

Margaret Rutt 

Phone: 01722 331013 or email: handbook@salisburymethodist,org,uk 

https://www.methodistpublishing.org.uk/images/products/large/294137_rayer%20Handbook%202021-22%20lrg.jpg?maxwidth=1000
mailto:%20handbook@salisburymethodist,org,uk


 

 

 

Welcome to the first update of the Walking with Micah project 

 
 

 

Walking with Micah: Methodist Principles for Social Justice is a two-year project of the 
Methodist Church to help us explore what it means to be a justice-seeking church. 
Drawing on our tradition, theology, experience and partnerships, the project seeks to 
help us to renew our shared passion for justice. 
 
I am Rachel Lampard, and I have been seconded to work on this project. Previously I 
have been the Leader of the Joint Public Issues Team so have a long commitment to 
helping the Church speak out for justice and resourcing churches in their campaigning. 
I was Vice-President of the Methodist Conference in 2016/2017 and together with 
Revd. Roger Walton explored a theme of Holiness and Justice. 
 
In our first update on the project, you can: 

• Read an update on what we’re hoping to achieve 
• Take a survey about how you would like to join in – and what you can offer 
• Catch up on Gordon Brown’s “Justice and Hope” lecture, which launched the 

project, and get ideas for hosting a discussion group afterwards 
• Find two easy ways of sharing information about the project  

 
If you’ve got a group in your church interested in Walking with Micah, we’ve offered 
here some ways to get stuck in. 
 
This is such an exciting opportunity for our Church. Thank you being part of it. As we 

start, I share with you a prayer based on Micah 6:8, a verse which is a deep well upon 

which this project will draw. 

Yours, 

Rachel 

Give us, O Lord, an eye for injustice. 

For it is only when we are able to recognize injustice and feel its awful sting that 

we will be moved to make things right. 

Give us, O Lord, a tender heart. 

Sometimes we are too hard-hearted to recognize when we have been uncaring, 

unfeeling, or unkind. 

Grant us, O Lord the ability to view life from the dust. 

All our lives we have been taught to make others proud, to be proud of ourselves, 

to hold our heads high -- all the while missing the virtues of being poor in spirit. 

Teach us dear Lord, to do justice, love kindness, and to walk humbly with you. 

Amen. 

From the Africana Worship Book for Year A. Copyright Discipleship Resources. 

Used with permission. 

https://methodist-news.org.uk/BVI-7G364-4JEBAL-4HVXPZ-1/c.aspx
https://methodist-news.org.uk/BVI-7G364-4JEBAL-4HVXQ0-1/c.aspx
https://methodist-news.org.uk/BVI-7G364-4JEBAL-4HVXQ1-1/c.aspx


 

 

 

Update: What will happen during the Walking with Micah project? 

 
 

 

Maria von Trapp told us to start at the very beginning. I’d quite like to start at the end. 

What do I dream of seeing when this project is over? I really hope that… 
 

• as a Church we will have made space to hear from people who are impacted by 

injustices 

• we will have heard from thousands of Methodists about the issues that matter 

most to them 

• there will have been intergenerational conversations global conversations, 
conversations between people with different understandings about justice and 

what it means to be justice-seeking 

• the project will have been overwhelmed with feedback from people talking about 

what they learn about justice from the Bible, our tradition and the world around 

us 

• the wider Methodist family – All We Can, Action for Children, Methodist Homes, 

chaplains, schools, world church partners and more will have been drawn into 

the conversation 

• we will see practical signs of a renewed passion amongst Methodist people for 

acts of justice, locally, nationally and internationally as an integral part of our 

Methodist Way of Life 

• we will have a strong, clear articulation of our principles, the pillars upon which 

we base our commitment to social justice priorities 

• there will be an agreement of the priorities for the Church in our justice work over 

the next few years 

• we will have identified resources to support the Church nationally and locally, the 

Presidency, individuals and others in speaking out and achieving change 

 

But none of this can happen without you! 

  



 

 

 

Survey: We want to hear from you 

 
 

 

At the moment we are working out how we might reach these goals. The consultation 

will be a hugely important first step. We’ll be sharing details soon of how you might be 

able to contribute. For now we would love to hear from you – what would you like to 

see from the project, and how might we best hear you and support you? 

 

Fill in our short questionnaire here to help us gather ideas. Otherwise, please do email 

me your answers to these questions via lampardr@methodistchurch.org.uk 

 

 

 

Discuss: Methodist Justice Lecture with Gordon Brown 

 
 

 

Over 3,000 people have so far watched the first Methodist Justice Lecture with Gordon 
Brown. You can still watch the lecture here. 

 
Perhaps you could watch it with your house group, friends, book club, or people inside 

or outside your church? The following are offered as possible discussion starters: 

• “Why in the year 2021 we can’t come together to prevent economic crises, halt 
climate change, stop the new nuclear arms race, deliver the sustainable 

development goals… that would end illiteracy, extreme poverty, avoidable infant 
and maternal mortality, and how we failed also to pay for this by making the tax 

avoiders pay up the billions they syphon off into the ungoverned spaces we call 
tax havens?” Gordon Brown identified some areas that need justice in the world. 

What for you are the biggest challenges our world and our society face today? 

• What is your dream for a justice-seeking church? What would you like the 

Walking with Micah project to achieve? 

• Would you be interested in holding a local consultation event? If yes, who 

might this be for? 

• What kinds of resources or support might help you to engage in a 
consultation? (eg bible study, film, intergenerational resources, resources for 

particular groups?) 

• What might you be able to offer to help this project? 

• Finally – do you have any questions or words of wisdom? 

https://methodist-news.org.uk/BVI-7G364-4JEBAL-4HVZE1-1/c.aspx
mailto:lampardr@methodistchurch.org.uk
https://methodist-news.org.uk/BVI-7G364-4JEBAL-4HVZE2-1/c.aspx


• “Tell them about the dream, Martin!” Gordon spoke about the need to frame our 

vision of the future in terms of our hope. What does your dream look like? 

• “We don’t just cooperate out of need: we have a human need to cooperate.” – 
Have you experienced this “human need to co-operate”? What was the fruit of 

this? 

• Gordon spoke about some of the inspirations for justice to be found within 
Methodism, including John Wesley’s commitment to social reform and the 

abolition of the slave trade, participation in Make Poverty History and All We 

Can. Where have you found inspiration and hope? What’s your story? 

• Gordon describe hope as being “more than the absence of despair. It is hope 

that provides us, as human beings, not just with the energy to get things done, 
but with purpose and a sense of direction. It’s a bridge between what we are and 

what we have in ourselves to become.” Where do you find hope? Where can our 

world find hope? 

• Did listening to this lecture inspire you to do anything or find out any more? Can 

you share this with your group? 
 

 

METHODIST WAY OF LIFE - AND MORE 
 

A few years ago some of us had an enjoyable day out at the New Room in Bristol. On 

July 18, as part of the series of services on the Methodist Way of Life, Dan Bishop, in 

his sermon, reflected on John Wesley and Justice. It occurred to me that no place 

better illustrates these two aspects of John Wesley’s faith - Love of God and of 

Neighbour. - than the New Room in Bristol, which is the oldest Methodist building in 

the world and which now contains a Museum which tells the story of the Wesleys and 

of 18th century Methodism - fascinating. So, during this year when we examine 

together the Methodist Way of Life in the context of today’s world, it seems appropriate 

to be considering another visit to the New Room. Again, it would be on a Friday when 

there is a short mid-day service in the chapel but this time we would go by train which 

would make the trip more expensive. If such a visit came about, I would hope it could 

be in October.  So, if any of you are interested in making this visit, please let me know 

as soon as possible and definitely no later than the end of August. For more 

information about the New Room and what it offers, please go to: 

https://www.newroombristol.org.uk/ 

Barbara Hickman 

thehick@btinternet.com 

 

 

“The heart of man is very much like the sea, it has its storms, it has its tides and in its 

depths it has its pearls too”  

― Vincent van Gogh 

https://www.newroombristol.org.uk/
mailto:thehick@btinternet.com


Fair trade apricot and ginger crumble 

• 800g apricot halves, drained 
• 4 peeled, green apples, cut into wedges 

• 10 Traidcraft Stem Ginger Cookies 
• 100g butter, diced and at room temperature 

• 3/4 cup self-raising flour 
• 1/4 cup brown sugar 

• 1 teaspoon ground ginger 
• 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

• Custard or ice cream to serve (optional) 
 

1. Preheat your oven to 180°C (160°C for fan assisted ovens). Place apricot halves 
and apple slices in the bottom of a rectangular ovenproof dish. Put ginger cookies in 
resealable food storage bag, and using a rolling pin, bash cookies until finely crushed. 

2. Mix flour, sugar, ginger and cinnamon in a bowl. Rub in butter cubes to make fine 
crumbs. Stir in crushed biscuits. Sprinkle biscuit mixture over the fruit in the ovenproof 
dish. 

3. Bake for 25 minutes or until golden. Remove from the oven and let stand for a few 
minutes. Serve with ice cream or custard if desired. 

https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/traidcraft-stem-ginger-cookies-180g


 

 

Christ wears “two shoes” in the world: 

Scripture and nature. 

Both are necessary to understand the Lord, 

and at no stage can creation be seen as a separation of things from God. 

Johannes Scotus Eriugena 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The August Newsletter was produced by Rachel and Simon Clarke. 

Items for the September Newsletter should be sent to Rachel Clarke 

no later than Friday 20th August 2021 

email: news.smc1759@gmail.com 

Material for consideration should be as follows: 

An A4 word or publisher document in Arial font size 14pt 

Please ensure you have consent for any material submitted. 

If you need help creating a document, please contact Rachel Clarke. 

01722 338392 
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 Summer Garden Party 
Celebrating 75 years of  

 

Sat 7th August   2:30pm-4:30pm 

Church Field, Lower St. Harnham 

Stalls  


