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September at SMc 
 

With the relaxation of Covid19 restrictions by the government we have moved 
forward whilst bearing in mind our responsibility to keep everybody safe on the 
premises. From 1st September the building is open to external bookings provided 
appropriate risk assessments have been undertaken. We are also looking to restart 
some of the church groups. We are now able to serve coffee after the morning 
service, but still have to take a decision about reopening the Coffee Bar.  
 

On Sunday morning members of the congregation are still requested to wear a 
mask whilst moving about the building, but this can be removed when seated in the 
sanctuary. Research has shown that aerosol spread of Covid19 is dependent on the 
volume of speaking or singing. We are therefore requesting that for the safety of 
those around you, if you wish to sing loudly you replace your mask during the 
hymns. 
 

Members of the congregation who have previously been shielding are advised to sit 
at the far end of the sanctuary near the tapestry where they can distance 
themselves from other bubbles. 
 

The services planned for September are: - 
 

September 5th: - Streamed service from the sanctuary at 10.30 am led by Revd. 
Anna Bishop. 
 

September 12th: - Streamed service from the sanctuary at 10.30 am led by Revd. 
Philip Luscombe. 
 

September 19th: - Streamed service from the sanctuary at 10.30 am led by Revd. 
Anna Bishop. 
 

September 26th: - Streamed service from the sanctuary at 10.30 am led by Revd. 
Anna Bishop/Mr Dan Bishop. 
 

Harvest Festival followed by General Church Meeting; after which all are invited to 
bring a picnic lunch to eat during a time of fellowship (more details on page 4). 
 

At the service gifts will be accepted for the Trussell Trust, and donations may be 
made to All We Can. 
 
There are no evening services planned this quarter. On page 21 of the newsletter 
Valerie Liversidge has written about our plans for the late afternoon and evening. 
 

The pattern for September is: - 
 

September 5th: -     6.00 pm   Iona worship including music 
 

September 12th: -   4.00 pm   Mixed Blessings for children of all ages 
 

September 19th: -   4.00 pm   Bible Book Club 
 

September 26th: - 11.30 am   General Church Meeting 
 

The General Church Meeting replaces the discussion session that will be held from 
October at 6 pm. 
 

Jim Gillings 



Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
At the beginning of the new Connexional year I find myself looking both ahead at the 
year to come, and back at the bizarre year we have just come through. 
 
It is a real joy that we are now able to have more people in the church again, able to 
sing together, and chat over drinks after worship. It feels good to be able to gather 
again for funerals to celebrate lives well-lived, and for weddings to celebrate the 
beginnings of new families. For me, it has brought a new appreciation of just how 
precious these moments are, and a new determination to cherish and enjoy them. 
 
But much is still uncertain in the future. Scientists tell us that the COVID-19 virus is 
here to stay; as hospitalisations begin to come under control, we are only at the 
beginning of a years-long process of learning to live with the virus. Inevitably 
mistakes will be made, at global, national and local levels; inevitably new information 
will emerge that will change the ways we manage the risks. But setbacks are part of 
progress, and all this learning is taking us in the right direction, so we can accept 
them without recriminations. 
 
It is certainly possible that we may have a difficult autumn and winter ahead of us, 
and in church we need to be prepared for having restrictions imposed on us again. 
But experience has shown us that these restrictions will be temporary. Equally all 
might be well and we will be able to run the full life of the church with confidence. 
We will just have to wait and see… But whatever lies ahead, at SMc we have grown 
so much in resilience, flexibility and resourcefulness. 
 
Over the past 18 months I have been so grateful for this community of people here 
at SMc; there has been so much open-hearted acceptance of all the imperfections, 
and such generous forgiveness of all the mistakes and glitches. We have been 
working things out as we have gone along, and we have not always got things right, 
but through everybody’s patience and support I believe we have grown in love and 
tolerance for one another. I have been sustained by so many kind and encouraging 
words from so many of you, and as we begin a new year I want to say a personal 
and heartfelt thank you to EVERYBODY at SMc. 
 
Methodism has a belief in ‘the ministry of ALL believers’ and I love seeing this in 
action at SMc – every one of you has ministered to me, and together we have 
ministered to one another. In the year ahead let us discern how we might each play 
our personal part in ministering together to the people, the community and the world 
around us. 
 
With love, 
 
Anna. 



Harvest Festival 2021 and General Church Meeting 
 

On Sunday 26th September we will hold our Harvest Festival service led by Revd. 
Anna Bishop and Mr Dan Bishop. This will be followed at 11.30 am by the General 
Church meeting. 
We are delighted that this year we can again bring gifts for the Trussell Trust for 
their food parcels (see below for suggestions). When you arrive in the sanctuary, 
please place your gifts on the raised area before you take your seat. This will save 
unnecessary movement during the service. 
 
We will also be organising a collection for All We Can, either by envelopes or online. 
 
Items in a food bank parcel include: - 
 

• Cereal, Soup, Pasta, 

• Rice, Tinned tomatoes/Pasta sauce, 

• Lentils, Beans, Pulses,  

• Tinned meat, Tinned vegetables, 

• Tea/Coffee, Tinned fruit, Biscuits, 

• UHT milk, Fruit juice. 

 
After the Harvest Festival service you are encouraged to stay for the General 
Church meeting. This is an especially important occasion this year as we were 
unable to hold the meeting in 2020. Valerie Liversidge outlines on page 21, some of 
the decisions to be made. 
 
Once the meeting has finished, we will be delighted if you will join us for a picnic 
lunch and a time of fellowship. We all have missed such occasions over the past 18 
months so it will be wonderful to meet and catch up on missed time together. 
 
Covid19 restrictions mean that we have to ask you to bring and consume your own 
food.  
 
Jim, Valerie, Anna 
 

 
“Sometimes your garden surprises you. You don't remember planting strawberries 
or mint, but there it is, rising up in the middle of the carrot patch. Maybe the seeds 
blew in from the neighbour's garden. Or maybe they were buried in the dirt and you 
unearthed them when you tilled the soil. Or maybe you're reaping what you've sown. 
However it happened, you now have unexpected bounty. Accept it with gratitude.” 
Lisa Brown Roberts 



Pastoral page 
 

It continues to be a difficult and anxious time for members of our church 
family. We hold in our thoughts and prayers all who are coping with health 
issues, whether at home, in hospital or in care homes, and those who are 
caring for them. May the assurance of God’s love sustain and strengthen 
them. 
 

As many of you will know, Revd Michael Franklin passed away peacefully in 
hospital on Saturday 21st July. So many of us at SMC have been grateful for 
his love and support over the years and we give thanks for his life and 
ministry. His funeral service was held at church on Friday 20th August, and we 
give thanks that Jenny was well enough to be present. We send sincere 
condolences to Jenny, Sarah and Jon and family. 
 

Sadly, we also have to let you know of the recent deaths of two other much-
loved and longstanding members of our community – Pam Cotton and Mike 
Smith. 
 

Pam passed away peacefully in hospital on Saturday 21st August, following 
several weeks in a care home. Her funeral will take place at church on Friday 
10th September at 11.00 am followed by cremation at 12.00 noon. 
Refreshments will be served in the Hall after the service. We send sincere 
condolences to Steve and to Dorothy. 
 

Mike passed away peacefully at home on Monday 23rd August. Our sincere 
condolences go to Jo and the family. 
 

All these very dear friends will be greatly missed but fondly remembered. We 
give thanks for all that they meant to us, for their lives of faith, and praise the 
Lord that they are now at peace, safe in His keeping. 
 

‘Blessed are those who mourn for they will be comforted’   (Matthew 5 v 4) 
 

Eileen Rattue is now receiving end-of-life care at home.  Please hold her and 
Alison and family in our prayers. It is good to hear that Phyl Coult, with the 
help of her daughter, is recovering well following various procedures. 

 

Welcome – We offer a warm welcome to Revd Judy Davies, who has been 
worshipping with us in recent months – it is a joy to have her with us. She has 
kindly written something about herself for this newsletter (see page 20) and we 
look forward to getting to know her further. 
 

Congratulations: Our love and congratulations go to Kirsty and Stuart 
following their marriage at SMC. We wish them every happiness and blessing 
in their future life together. 
 

Warmest congratulations to Lucy Clarke on her excellent A level results. She 
will be going to the University of Sussex to study Psychology. At the start of 
this new academic year, we remember in our prayers all our children and 
young people as they face change and new challenges. 



 

And more good news:  
 

Heroes of the year award 
 
Aaron Joseph and his footballing friend have been given a Heroes of the Year 
award by South Wiltshire. 
 
The Salisbury Journal reported that the two boys are helping to coach children 
who might not normally have the opportunity to play. On Saturday mornings 
they coach a total of 125 children in three different groups. 
 
They have also helped to raise £2,000 for local charities like the Women's 
Refuge and Salisbury Hospice. 
 
Well done, Aaron! 
 

The future of Pastoral Care at SMC 
 

We are currently reviewing our system and have started by looking at what we 
mean by pastoral care. 
 

‘Christian pastoral care is the activity which erupts from the attitude and 
commitment to love one another because we ourselves are first loved by God. 
  

 ….  It is a missional activity which we are ALL called to wherever God places 
us, as we love and care for one another, which SOME are particularly gifted 
for, as they are called to specific pastoral care roles and responsibilities and 
which a FEW are led to resource through specialist skills, training, knowledge 
and experience, as they enable the ALL and the SOME.’   (Pastoral Care UK) 
 
We are seeking to welcome a new Minister into a church which has a whole 
church culture of pastoral care, underpinned by a smoothly functioning system 
that makes sure that nobody is accidentally overlooked. Plans are in the early 
stages and more information will become available in due course. 
 
 Please contact your Pastoral Visitor, Monica Gillings or Sandra Gunstone if 
you or someone you know would like to speak to one of our Supernumerary 
Ministers.  If you would just appreciate a friendly chat, please telephone your 
pastoral visitor, we are always here for you! 
 
It is good to share church family news, so please let your Pastoral Visitor 
know of anything you wish to share with others through the Newsletter.  
(Please ensure that you have permission from the people concerned or their 
relatives before sending items to Monica Gillings (743700) or Sandra Gunstone 
(412847) 



 

 

Walking and praying for climate justice 
 
 
After the G7 meeting of world leaders in June in Cornwall, young people 
commenced a walking relay from Cornwall to Glasgow to draw attention to the 
effects of climate change on the world’s poorest communities. The Young Christian 
Climate Network (YCCN) and Christian Aid asked local groups of people to join 
them in covering the near 1,000-mile route from Cornwall to COP 26 in Glasgow for 
the United Nations climate change conference taking place there in November. 
 
It was great to welcome the young walkers and fellow local walkers to Salisbury in 
July. Hearty souls like Jim Gillings and Pip Carter had walked with them from 
Shrewton in the scorching heat, stopping over at Middle Woodford before being 
received at a reception at the Cathedral later - 15 miles! Next morning, they were at 
Salisbury Methodist church garden for a generous breakfast attended this time by 
Bishop Karen, acting Bishop of Salisbury, who led morning prayers and by John 
Glen MP. Then together some of us walked along the Clarendon Way to Pitton for 
another warm welcome in the churchyard there. 
 
What an inspiration these young people were/are and it was again great to see their 
leader, Becky Boardman. being interviewed on BBC South Today on their reaching 
Reading a day or two later. 
 
The walkers continue on their tracks - and with them our prayers, as used by Bishop 
Karen: 
 
Upon aid agencies send a blessing, O Lord. 
Where the earth is parched and the well has run dry. 
Where war brings want and children go hungry, where the poor cry out for break and 
for justice, 
Give hands to care and heal and compel us to be generous. 
 
Upon these walkers send a blessing, O Lord 
That they may walk for justice, peace and the care of your creation 
That those they meet may be challenged and changed, 
That together we may stand for hope and the future of your world entrusted to us. 
 
Margaret, Jim, Anna, Barbara 
 
I joined the walk at Middle Woodford, and was somewhat surprised by how 
enjoyable, uplifting and inspiring being part of the Climate Relay walk was. Even the 
uphill bits in the heat! We met, walked, and talked with others from various 
denominations, age groups and backgrounds, sharing stories, thoughts and ideas, 
mostly along a climate emergency theme. After a short rest at Old Sarum, we 
continued to the Cathedral. It really felt as though we were taking part in a 



 

 

pilgrimage! And of course, a small part of a much longer pilgrimage highlighting and 
raising awareness about the serious issues regarding climate change, which are 
affecting lives now. 
 
Margaret 
 
At 6am on the morning of 22nd July four of us set out from Shrewton to walk to 
Salisbury Cathedral as part of the YCCN relay walk. The group comprised of Revd. 
Mike Perry, vicar of Middle Woodford, Pip Carter, Rachel a YCCN activist who had 
been walking all week starting from Bath and myself. The early start was due to the 
heatwave we were experiencing that week. We walked through fields still wet from 
the overnight dew accompanied for the first hour by two ladies from Shrewton, and 
made our way to Winterbourne Stoke, where we crossed the A303. As the day 
warmed up, we then made our way to Middle Woodford stopping a number of times 
to rehydrate. There were some stunning views to the south before we descended 
into the valley. On the way we learnt about Rachel’s working life in the climate 
change and charity sector. Mike’s expertise in the “green” sector will be useful if 
SMc is to move to become more Eco friendly. 
 

We arrived at Middle Woodford Vicarage at 9.30 (approximately the original start 
time) where we spent a relaxing morning under the wonderful American walnut tree. 
After lunch our numbers were increased by the arrival of a group from Dorchester 
and walkers from Salisbury including Margaret Rutt. We continued towards Old 
Sarum where our numbers were swelled by friends from St Thomas’ and arrived at 
the Cathedral in time for refreshments before the evening service. For those who 
had walked from Shrewton the distance was just over 14 miles. 
 
Jim  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    My YCCN Trek. 
 
    By Grace Bishop  

 
 

As a lot of you will know, we, at SMC, hosted 
breakfast for the YCCN walkers who are 
doing the COP26 relay walk. And some of us 
joined in the leg to Pitton. My favourite piece 
of scenery was the alpacas in a ruined 
castle. It was exciting but very exhausting on 
the whole even though George had his turbo 
shoes on and so did I. The turbo shoes are 
useful because they make us fast. At first, I 
felt very energetic but then I got tired. My 
feet were aching a lot when I got tired. It was 
lovely to feel that I was doing something for 
our planet. 

Grace was recently interviewed by 
the Methodist Youth President 
about supporting the YCCN Relay 
to COP26. The video will soon be 
available to watch on YouTube on 
the 3GenTV channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/3Ge
nerateTV 
Watch this space… 

“Same storm; different boats” 
Salisbury Cathedral hosts the ‘Pilgrim’ – a boat 
created as the symbol of the aims of the YCCN 
Relay. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/3GenerateTV
https://www.youtube.com/user/3GenerateTV


Coffee Rota 
 
As from the first Sunday in September we are planning to have 
coffee after the 10.30 am service. A rota for this has been put 
up in the church corridor - it can only go ahead if we have 
enough people willing to help. We will need 3 people for each 
Sunday. So please can you add your name to the rota. 
 

Many Thanks 
 
Carolyn Clarke 
 

 
Salisbury CND Candle Float 2021 

 
I wonder whether you, like me, wondered what had become of the candle float in 
Salisbury this August which in the past has commemorated the dropping of the atom 
bomb on the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
 

Subsequently I learned that a small commemorative candle float was filmed, 
including a message from the Mayor of Hiroshima, lanterns from Hiroshima and 
appropriate moving music. It's available to watch here:  
https://www.cndsalisbury.org.uk/news_items/1677-hiroshima-and-nagasaki-
commemorative-candle-float-2021. 
 

Barbara Hickman 
 

Gift Aid 

The Church is very grateful to everyone who gift aids their weekly or monthly 
donations. This makes a big difference to the income of the Church. If you are a 
taxpayer, not already registered with us, and would like to gift aid your donation, 
please ask Sue Gilbert for a Gift Aid form. The Church is able to claim 25% of any 
monies you donate so for every £10.00 you give; the Church can claim £2.50. 

Can I remind everyone who is registered for the Gift Aid Scheme that it is your 
responsibility to let the Gift Aid Secretary know of any changes in your 
circumstances - i.e., no longer being a taxpayer or even changing your address. If 
gift aid is claimed when the donor is not a tax payer the inland revenue will be 
asking you personally for a refund of the amount of tax the Church has claimed 
against your name. 

Thank you very much. 

Sue Gilbert 

Gift Aid Secretary 



Bishop Francis Asbury – his early years by Malcolm Hickox 
 

Those who know the history of Methodism in Salisbury 
will be aware that the first Methodist society in central 
southern England was established in Salisbury in 1750 
and that a Methodist preaching house was opened on 
St Edmund’s Church Street in 1759.  It wasn’t until 1766 
that the first Methodist society was formally organised 
in America and in 1769 John Wesley sent three 
preachers to assist with the work.  However, he 
continued to receive pleas for more help and so on 
August 7th, 1771, at the Methodist Conference in 
Bristol, Wesley asked for volunteers to go to North 
America.  Five preachers responded, with Francis 
Asbury and Richard Wright being accepted.   
 

After the Conference Asbury went back to his home county of Staffordshire to say 
goodbye to his family, before returning to Bristol later that month where he preached 
his last sermon on English soil.  The text he chose from Psalm 61 and verse 2, 
‘From the ends of the earth will I cry to thee, when my heart is overwhelmed’, was 
poignant as he was never to return from America.  Asbury and Wright set sail for 
Philadelphia from the port of Pill near Bristol on September 4th, 1771 and in the true 
spirit of Wesley, Asbury started to keep a journal. 
    

Asbury records that he was born near the foot of Hamstead Bridge, in the parish of 
Handsworth, about four miles from Birmingham in Staffordshire, on August 20th or 
21st 1745 (he never knew which date and there are no records of his baptism).  He says his 
parents, Joseph and Elizabeth (Eliza), were ‘people in common life’ and were 
‘remarkable for honesty and industry’, with ‘all things needful to enjoy’.  He goes on 
to say that had his father been ‘as saving as laborious’ he might have been wealthy, 
no doubt because his father was employed as a farmer and gardener by the two 
richest families in the parish.  Soon after Francis was born the family moved to a 

cottage in the hamlet of Newton in Great Barr, 
which is now preserved by Sandwell Council as 
the Bishop Asbury Cottage Museum.  Sadly, in 
May 1748 Francis’ older sister, Sarah, died and 
his mother, Eliza, ‘sank into deep distress...from 
which she was not relieved for many years’.  
This had a profound effect on the family and 
Eliza only started to recover when some 
itinerant preachers, either Baptist or Methodists, 
visited Great Barr on a revival circuit.  Eliza 

began to read the Bible every day and life in their cottage changed dramatically.  
She encouraged Joseph and Francis to join in family bible reading with prayers and 
singing, and other Methodists and preachers started to visit regularly. 
 

Determined that Francis should receive an education, Joseph and Eliza sent him to 
school at Snail’s Green, near their home.  Eliza had already taught Francis to read 
and by the age of six he was reading the bible and relishing the historical stories.  

Asbury’s childhood home in Great Barr 



However, being rather mature and serious for his age, Francis found the school to 
be a very distressing and unhappy experience as he was constantly picked on.  
Arthur Taylor, the teacher, a cruel and tyrannical man, 
beat him, and the other boys who were lively and ill-
disciplined mocked him with the nickname ‘the Methodist 
parson’, due to his mother’s religious beliefs.  It didn’t 
help that Eliza sent him to school wearing a smock and 
scholar’s cap and that Francis didn’t mix with the other 
boys.  The area had not only been feeling the impact of 
the industrial revolution but was also one of the centres 
of the evangelical revival with its anti-Methodist riots and 
protests. In the end the harsh treatment and victimization 
led Francis to withdraw from school.  After a few months 
of domestic service with one of the of the wealthiest, but ungodliest families in the 
area, which didn’t end well, Francis aged thirteen secured an apprenticeship.  
Historians are undecided on whether it was with John Griffin, a local chape-maker, 
or Thomas Foxall at the Old Forge Mill Farm in Sandwell Valley.  Whichever family 
it was with, Francis records that his six and a half years were very happy and that 
he was treated more like a son or equal than an employee. 
 

Around that time Eliza invited a traveling Baptist shoemaker to hold a prayer 
meeting in their cottage, which challenged Francis and over the next couple of years 
he heard several well-known Methodist preachers.  With Eliza’s encouragement he 
started attending the Methodist society in Wednesbury and continued to study, 
becoming an avid reader.  By the time he was fifteen he felt ready to make a full 
Christian commitment and began speaking at meetings in various homes in the 
area.  In 1761, at the age of sixteen, Francis was invited to join a Methodist class 
meeting in Bromwich Heath and to meet with a small group of friends of his own 
age in Wednesbury in what were known as ‘bands’.  It wasn’t long before he become 
the leader of the band meetings and aged seventeen was invited to become a Local 
Preacher.  A year later he preached his trial sermon in Bromwich and aged eighteen 
become a fully authorized Local Preacher travelling three, four or even five times a 
week to preach in Derbyshire, Staffordshire, Warwickshire and Worcestershire 
whilst carrying on his daily work and becoming leader of the Bromwich Heath Class!      
    

Such a demanding life could not continue and Francis had to make a decision about 
his future.  There are different accounts of the next few years, 
but it seems likely that in March 1765, Francis’ mentor, 
Alexander Mather, asked Francis to assist him in the 
Staffordshire Circuit.  Then in 1766 Francis was invited to 
substitute for the itinerant preacher, William Orpe, who was 
ill and Francis gave up his ‘day job’.  Francis welcomed the 
challenge, but with the familiarity of the places where he was 
preaching he started to stray from his brief.  William Orpe 
was quick to respond and in a letter to his young, but 
enthusiastic assistant, he disciplined Francis for wandering 
off the assigned circuit.  Francis was restless and after 
pleading with his mentor, Alexander Mather reluctantly had 

Eliza Asbury 

Alexander Mather aged 62  



him reassigned to the towns of Worcester, Tewkesbury, and Gloucester.  This was 
no easy option as Francis had several near-death experiences with mobs who 
accused the early Methodist movement of being seditious and against the king. 
 

The 1767 Methodist Conference, held at the Foundry in London, accepted Francis 
as a full-time itinerant preacher on trial and assigned him to the Bedfordshire Circuit, 
where he worked alongside the local man James Glasbrook.  A year later, the 
Conference meeting in Bristol received Francis ‘into full Connexion’ and sent him to 
the Colchester Circuit, which was a challenge since he was the only itinerant 
preacher and effectively ‘Superintendent’.  It was a dangerous coastal circuit as 
there was violent resentment towards Methodists for their success and also had 
many rough individuals involved in smuggling.  John Wesley’s scathing attacks on 
the illegal industry did nothing to quell the violent opposition and after two months, 
in the autumn of 1768, Francis was reassigned to the Wiltshire Circuit.  This was 
his first encounter with the Methodists of Salisbury, Winchester and Portsmouth, 
where it seems likely he began to study Hebrew as Portsmouth had a large Jewish 
settlement close to the early Methodist meeting house on Bishop Street. 
 

The 1769 Conference in Leeds sent Francis and his childhood acquaintance, 
Richard Whatcoat, to Oxfordshire, where they occasionally preached to students 
from the ancient pulpit of St. Giles Church in Oxford.  Then in January 1770 they 
were re-assigned to the Bedfordshire circuit with Francis in the western section and 
the towns of Northampton, Towcester, Whittlebury and Weedon.  In March 1770, 
Francis returned home after nearly three years away, and was reunited with his 
family and friends as they gathered to hear John Wesley preach in West Bromwich, 
but after a short two-week break he returned to work in the Bedfordshire Circuit. 
 

The August 1770 Conference sent Francis back to the extensive Wiltshire Circuit, 
spread across Dorset, Hampshire and the Isle of Wight.  The only sizeable societies 
were in Salisbury and Portsmouth, between which there was some rivalry!  It was a 
tough appointment as the ‘Assistant’ officially in charge of 
the Circuit, John Cattermole, left after a few months 
following violent threats from a disorderly lay leader.  The 
main trouble spot was Portsmouth, where the society was 
lorded over by William Norman, a master-baker from 
Newport on the Isle of Wight.  However, Francis rose to 
the challenge and found a replacement for Norman and 
also managed to break the monopoly of the preacher, 
Jasper Winscom, in Winchester.  Quite an achievement 
for a young acting Superintendent, but that was just a 
foretaste of the strength and tenacity the 26-year-old 
Francis took with him when he set sail for America on 
September 4th, 1771!  The story of how Francis became 
a founding father of the Methodist Church in the newly formed United States of 
America will be told by Tim Macquiban in the magazine next month.  However, in 
1995 on the 250th anniversary of Asbury’s birth and in recognition of his links with 
Salisbury, the United Methodist Publishing House in the USA presented the Church 
with a copy of John Paradise’s 1812 portrait of Asbury and the three volumes of his 
Journal and Letters.  The portrait now hangs in the North Corridor of SMc.  



Could you be a Craftivist? 
 

Are you creative? 
 

Do you love crafting? 
 

Do you want to make the world a better place? 
 

Then maybe it’s time to embrace your inner ‘craftivist’! 
 

We are hoping that SMc could send a home-made ‘patch’ to form part of 
a huge banner calling on world leaders to take more ambitious action to 

tackle the climate crisis. The banner will be displayed at the COP26 
Conference in November, and it would be great to have a little bit of SMc 

up there on the world stage. 
 

If you are interested, please get in touch with Anna. 
 

 
Art Group 

 
The Art group is restarting on September 8th. We will meet in the hall 
starting at 2 pm and finishing at 4 pm. Coffee/tea biscuits and 
sometimes cake too! New members especially welcome! Just come and 
have some fun painting! 
 

Davida Bull and Kate Newton  

If we want our world to be more beautiful, kind and fair, can we make our 
activism be more beautiful, kind and fair? 

If there’s time for the loud, there’s also time for the quiet. If there’s time for the 
fast, there’s also a need for the slow. In everyone’s heart is a desire to change 

things for the better – it is essential that there is an activists toolkit that is as 
diverse as humanity. 

Our gentle craftivism is for everyone wherever you are in the world: from 
skilled crafters to burnt out activists, introverts, highly sensitive people, people 
struggling with anxiety and those people who want to challenge injustice in the 

world but don’t know what to do, where to start or how to prioritise their 
energies and time. 

Craftivist Collective 



 
 

Cathedral Embroidery Exhibition August 17th – September 26th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On 17 August Salisbury Cathedral launches Threads through Creation, a stunning 
exhibition of twelve enormous embroidered panels that explore the story of the 
Creation. 

Inspired by the poetic verses of Genesis, the first book in the Bible, textile artist 
Jacqui Parkinson reimagines this ancient story in a vibrant combination of eight 
million stitches, layers of silk, hand-dyed materials, metallic leathers and gold leaf. 

The panels, some as large as 2.5m by 3m/8ft by 11ft, vary in appearance from 
elemental pieces illustrating the first days to more complex and lush work as we 
enter the Garden of Eden.  

Jacqui Parkinson’s work is always eye-catching and attractive, designed to be 
accessible for viewers of all ages. Whilst the serious context of God’s good earth 
and man’s impact on it underlies the entire exhibition, the embroidery itself is bold 
and exuberant and full of quirky details such as the creatures that are embroidered 
into the stories. One panel, for example, depicts a dog trying to talk to a monkey. 

Speaking about the show and how her work was created, artist Jacqui Parkinson 
said: 

 “I start simply with antique bedsheets, which hold their own tales of life and death. 
Then gradually build up my stories by quilting the sheets and painting them with 
fabric dyes. Once that is done, I add layers of silk, which I stitch into place using 
thick black thread and a free motion sewing machine. This allows me to construct 
my ‘drawings’ line upon line." 

https://www.salisburycathedral.org.uk/events/threads-through-creation


 
“My aim is to capture the wonderful extravagance of the Creation story and to 
delight people who view it. Despite Adam and Eve’s fall from grace, it remains a 
story of love and promise, something we can all do with these days." 

Canon Robert Titley, Chair of Salisbury Cathedral’s Arts Advisory group said: 

 "The exhibition is in place during Creationtide, when we celebrate God as creator 
and sustainer of all life and reflect in worship and prayer on our responsibilities 
towards the environment. It is a time when we acknowledge both the wonder of this 
earth and the fact that all is not well in the Garden of Eden. Jacqui’s panels reflect 
that challenge and share that hope." 
 

 
Dorothy Furnell 

 
Those who remember Dorothy Furnell who worshipped with us until her Willowcroft 
residence may like to know her ashes were scattered near her previous home on 
Saturday 7 August. 
 
Dorothy died in March 2020 and cremated on 17 April 2020. Due to Covid 
restrictions her ashes were retained by the Funeral Director. 
 
I enquired of Dorothy’s executors about her wishes regarding the ashes and was 
given authority to collect them and scatter them on Cocky Down at Laverstock near 
the home she occupied with her predeceased husband Reg, a distant cousin of 
mine. 
 
So 10 people witnessed Rev Cecil King scatter the ashes on Laverstock Down just a 
stone’s throw from that previous home. We stood amongst the wild flora in view of 
open downs to the west and recalled our various connections with Dorothy’s life. 
Some of us then had lunch at the Duck Inn where Dorothy and Reg sometimes had 
Sunday lunch, the landlord and lady still remembered them! “Doro" would surely 
have approved. 
 
Brian Mould 
 

 

AFC Sunday donation received. 

 

Thank you to everyone who kindly donated to AFC Sunday collection in July 2021. 

The total amount banked from cheques received was £290.00. Your support and 

generosity is much appreciated. 

AFC Support Group Committee. 



THE LISTENING PLACE 

The last 15 months have been 

hard for us all - increased levels of 

anxiety, fear and isolation can 

affect our mental wellbeing and 

the need for a listening ear has 

perhaps never been greater. 

Are you lonely, worried, stressed, 

confused? 

Do you need to talk? 

 

The Listening Place can really help - we provide a friendly and safe place where you 

can share whatever is on your mind with a trained listener. They will not interrupt, 

advise or judge you, but will support you in finding your own way forward. 

 

To make an appointment: 

Phone:  01722 325294. 

Please leave a message on our answerphone if necessary. 

Email:  tlpappointments@gmail.com 

For more information see our website:  www.thelisteningplace.org.uk 

 

UPDATE 

The Listening Place, a free confidential service, re-opened on Wednesday 7 July for 

face-to-face appointments in a Covid-safe environment. Over the summer we have 

been listening to clients in person and over the telephone every Wednesday 

morning. 

Listening in a Covid safe environment has meant changing how we work - using 

face masks whilst listening and maintaining social distancing does not sit well with 

our training. However, the team have risen to the challenge and the service has 

been appreciated by our clients. 

With the easing of restrictions and re-opening of the church building we are 

preparing to extend our opening hours to be available on Monday evenings, and 

Wednesday and Saturday mornings from September. 

 

mailto:tlpappointments@gmail.com
http://www.thelisteningplace.org.uk/


Pause for prayer 

 

He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? 

To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6v8 

 

Show me how to stand for justice:  
how to work for what is right, 

how to challenge false assumptions, 
how to walk within the light. 

May I learn to share more freely 
in a world so full of greed, 

showing your immense compassion 
by the life I choose to lead. 

Teach my heart to treasure mercy, 
whether given or received – 

for my need has not diminished 
since the day I first believed: 
let me seek no satisfaction 

boasting of what I have done, 
but rejoice that I am pardoned 

and accepted in your Son. 

Gladly I embrace a lifestyle 
modelled on your living word, 

in humility submitting 
to the truth which I have heard. 

Make me conscious of your presence 
every day, in all I do: 

by your Spirit’s gracious prompting 
may I learn to walk with you. 

Martin Leckebusch 

 

 

“In the beginning there was only a small amount of injustice abroad in the world, but 

everyone who came afterwards added their portion, always thinking it was very 

small and unimportant, and look where we have ended up today.”  

― Paulo Coelho 



 

 

Our Zambia link 

 

Zambia has a new President as a result of the elections on 12th August. He is 

Hakainde Hichilema, 

a millionaire businessman: the people of Zambia – 59% of the voters – have turned to 

him in the hope that he will improve the economy of the country. 

 Mr Hichilema, who has stood for President five times before and lost, is the first 

President of Zambia whose roots are in the Southern Province and in the Seventh Day 

Adventist Church. 

 We are asked to pray for peace and unity in the country following the election 

results. Both sides have accused each other of intimidation at the polls. 

 The pandemic continues to claim lives in Zambia, but the number of cases and 

deaths has declined since the spike in mid-July. Schools will fully re-open before the 

end of August. 

 The United Church of Zambia is still not allowing church fellowship and 

organisations to meet, except for section Bible Study. Holy Communion services are 

being held again, after nearly two months when they were not held. Sunday worship is 

supposed to be with masks and social distancing, but that is difficult to impose. 

 We are asked to pray for unity in the church, which has members of various 

political parties, and for maintaining fellowship and pastoral care in congregations amid 

the COVID restrictions. 

 And we are asked to pray for health workers and the vaccination programme; 

less than 10% of adults in Zambia have received one dose. 

 The people of St John’s, Mtendere, continue to pray for us, as we pray for them. 

 

Cecil King 

 

 

 
Wayside pulpit –  
 
not ours but in the window of 
our neighbour at Blueberry 
Den, 50 Winchester St - a zero 
waste shop where we can stock 
our cupboards with essentials 
without plastic. 
 
Barbara Hickman 



From Judy Davies 
 
I was born and brought up in Swansea and being Welsh is an important part of my 
identity (especially during the Six Nations!). My church background could be 
described as “mixed” – my mother Anglican, my father Plymouth Brethren - but as a 
teenager I found my home in a local Methodist church and my Christian faith was 
kindled there. 
 
I studied English at university and after graduating worked in East London in a 
hostel for homeless women and their children, imagining that I might ultimately find 
a career in social work. However, God had other plans and after two friends entirely 
independently of one another asked whether I had thought about becoming an 
ordained minister, I found that the idea would simply not go away. Fast forward and I 
found myself training for the ministry at Wesley House in Cambridge from 1977-80.  
 
The early years of my ministry were spent back in South Wales, in the mining 
valleys north of Cardiff. Living and working in the village of Aberfan and being there 
during the miners’ strike of 1984-5 had a profound effect on me.  
 
I moved to Reading in 1988 with my husband and our two small children. I spent the 
next few years officially “without appointment”, but in practice fulfilling a wide variety 
of roles within the circuit. However, the most significant moment in my ministry came 
in 1994 when it was suggested that I explore healthcare chaplaincy. I remember 
walking onto a hospital ward late in the evening to see a patient who was dying and 
having a deep sense that this was where I was meant to be. So, for the next 25 
years I worked as an NHS chaplain, specialising in palliative care. In some ways this 
meant being on the edges of the church; in other ways it felt like being at the heart 
of things and I loved working alongside people of different faiths, backgrounds and 
life experiences, often in times of crisis, and discovering God in our midst. 
 
After retiring in 2019 I had a growing sense of wanting to make a new start, in a new 
place; and in February, this brought me to Salisbury, a city I have long loved from a 
distance. One of my sons lives in Reading, the other lives nearby – but my move 
has been prompted very much by a desire to find the right place for me and to be 
open to what God might be calling me to at this stage in my ministry. 
 
I have a wide range of interests - reading, walking, film, theatre, music, cricket and 
rugby (watching, not playing!) amongst them- and I look forward to discovering new 
things and to becoming part of SMc and the wider community. 
 
Judy Davies 
 

 
“There are only two ways to live your life. One is as though nothing is a miracle. The 
other is as though everything is a miracle.”  
― Albert Einstein 



  SMc and the way forward 

What priorities does God have for our church? 

  Who are we here for? 

 

There was a Zoom meeting of the Church Council back in May, two subsequent 

group meetings in the Close and numerous individual responses to the above 

questions. All views expressed have been heard, noted and considered. No one 

would have wanted the pandemic to happen, but the enforced standstill of all our 

worship and other activities while the church was closed, did give us the opportunity 

to reflect on what was really important in the life of SMc, and what needs to be 

refreshed or approached in a different way to take our church forward. What new 

challenges can we take together? 

Revd. Anna’s series of sermons and follow-up Zoom discussions on the Methodist 

Way of Life, together with Revd. Jane Taylor’s inspirational sermon on August 1st 

(still on YouTube) should give us some general principles to be aiming towards as 

we go forward. 

Revd. David Hookins’ appointment as the Minister at Salisbury Methodist Church 

will come to an end in the summer of 2022. Sadly, because of his continuing health 

problems, he has not been able to contribute to our forward planning, and has not 

asked to be re-invited again. That means that we can expect to have a new 

Superintendent Minister based at our church from September 2022. What sort of 

church will they find? 

We can all dream about an ideal Methodist church in the centre of Salisbury and 

how it should be a true Christian witness for the city, but we do have to be realistic 

about how quickly we could achieve some of our goals and realise that we may 

need to find new ways to continue doing many of our previous activities, or accept 

that we may need to cut back on some of them. Many people mentioned food 

fellowship and monthly lunches open to all. Don’t forget though, that even before the 

pandemic, we were victims of our own success, and actually had to stop offering 

monthly meals because we couldn’t cope with the large numbers coming as we 

didn’t have enough volunteers. 

It’s great that we can worship together in person again, and having on-line services 

benefits many people who are unable to actually attend SMc and we have been able 

to welcome new people in this way. 

 

 



The Circuit Preaching Plan has just been issued and there will not be any evening 

services at SMc in the future. You will see elsewhere in the Newsletter, that we are 

planning to have an extra, different type of fellowship each Sunday’ apart from the 

morning service. This will be tried as an experiment during September and will cater 

for different tastes. We welcome comments about how these have been received 

and whether they should continue on a regular cycle, or revert back to evening 

activities, or even Zoom. 

If you want the church to grow, we will need to arrange events and activities to reach 

new people. Linda Hayman, our Outreach Worker has contact with many local 

families. Could we do more for them, possibly something like Messy Church early on 

a Sunday morning or encourage them to join us as we worship? We are planning to 

have monthly alternative activities for children on a Sunday morning, so that parents 

can enjoy worship without worrying that their children might disturb others. 

Plans are being made to hold Remembering Days in the autumn when the church 

will be open to anyone who would like to come in and quietly reflect about people 

they have loved and lost during the past eighteen months. Their names can also be 

entered in a special Book of Remembrance if so wished. We also hope to have a 

special Memorial Service for the members of our own church family who have died 

during the pandemic and for whom individual memorial services could not be held. 

Thinking of ideas to move the church forward is easy; putting them into 

practise is harder and might take longer. We all have a part to play, and 

volunteers are needed for every aspect of church life. 

Some jobs can be done from home, and might only take an hour a week, whereas 

some can only be done at church. Some volunteers offer to work occasionally on a 

rota basis. Some other jobs involve contact with specific age groups or volunteers 

from other churches, there is plenty to choose from to keep a large church like ours 

functioning efficiently. 

As the words of the Covenant Service says….Christ has many services to be done ; 

some are easy, others are difficult ; some bring honour, others bring reproach : 

some are suitable to our natural inclinations and material interests, others are 

contrary to both, but the power to do all things is given us by Christ who strengthens 

us. 

There are people in the church with special responsibilities and they are the people 

you should contact with offers of help: 

  



 

Nigel Thorne (Finance); Monica Gillings (Pastoral); 

Mike Bath (Property); Liz Chick (Accommodation); 

Jeanette Lake (Worship); Sue Gilbert (Publicity); 

Nick Rutt (AV system); Carolyn Clark (Coffee rota); 

John Piper (Garden); Linda Hayman (Outreach); 

Jonathan Robinson (Music co-ordinator) 

These people deal with the practical, day to day running of the church. 

They do not work alone but head up a team of others and each would welcome 

extra helpers. 

For general church matters, including Mission and forward planning, contact Jim 

Gillings and Valerie Liversidge, Church Stewards. Their remit is to have an overall 

view of everything that happens in the life of our church and to keep abreast of 

developments ecumenically.  

The General Church Meeting, planned for September 26th, straight after our Harvest 

Festival service is open to everyone who is interested in the life of SMc. At this 

meeting we will vote for representatives to attend the Church Council and we will 

also vote in a new team of Stewards. 

So many people have come up with good ideas during our discussions, and it would 

be good if they now volunteered to help put them into practise by putting their 

names forward for these extra responsibilities. 

Don’t sit back and hope that someone else will fill the gaps and get involved. Your 

Church needs YOU. 

          (Val Liversidge) 

 

“Guidance, like all God's acts of blessing under the covenant of grace, is a 

sovereign act. Not merely does God will to guide us in the sense of showing us his 

way, that we may tread it; he wills also to guide us in the more fundamental sense of 

ensuring that, whatever happens, whatever mistakes we may make, we shall come 

safely home. Slippings and strayings there will be, no doubt, but the everlasting 

arms are beneath us; we shall be caught, rescued, restored. This is God's promise; 

this is how good he is.”  

― J.I. Packer 



 

 

Books to browse and borrow 
 
With the church building open again there with be the opportunity to browse through 
the books on the shelves in the corridor. Terry Heslington kindly takes care of this 
aspect of church life for us. I have recently offloaded a few books there which are 
available to loan. They are listed below: 
 

John Wesley - a brand from the burning by Roy Hattersley 
 

The Faith Journey of Impaired Pilgrims:  a reflection on a weekend at Sarum 
College in 2006 with papers, stories, poems and prayers, edited by Donald 
Eadie 
 

Fruits of the Spirit 2002:  A compilation of prayers, poems, sayings and stories 
with the Foreword by Christina Le Moignan, then President of the Methodist 
Conference 
 

So what’s the story …? - a resource book for Christian reflection and practice 
by Barbara Glasson and Clive Marsh 
 

From the Heart - thoughts from the sermons of Dr Gordon Wakefield 
 

Something More - encountering the beyond in the everyday by John Pritchard 
 

Paul for Today - new perspectives on a controversial apostle by Neil 
Richardson 
 

The Times of Jesus Christ - the political and economic background of the 
Gospels by Alan G Knott (small pamphlet) 

 

Barbara Hickman 
 

 

 



 
Did you watch the Olympic Games? Are you watching the Paralympics?  Have you 
had a sports day at school?  Are you good at racing?  Do you win?   
 
Well, I’m getting ready to run a race today and I have everything I need with 
me.   
I have a CD player because if I listen to music I can run a lot faster.   
I also brought a cool bag full of food and drinks just in case I get hungry or 
thirsty.  I’m told it’s not good to run on an empty stomach! 
I’ve brought an umbrella to keep me dry if it starts raining, or to shade me 
from the sun.   
My beach chair is strapped to my back because I may need to take a break 
somewhere along the way.   
Oh and I mustn’t forget a first aid kit because you never know when you will 
have to do emergency surgery on yourself! 
I’m so excited!  I really think I’m going to win!   
What do you think? 
Sorry, what’s that you say… you don’t think I’ll do very well?  Why not?   
Oh, you think I’m carrying too much stuff.  But I need all these things… don’t 
I? 
No!  OK then, what should I do to run faster? 
 
Read Hebrews 12:1 
As for us, we have this large crowd of witnesses round us.  So then, let us rid 
ourselves of everything that gets in the way, and of the sin which holds on to 
us so tightly, and let us run with determination the race that lies before us. 
 
This Bible verse reminds us that we should get rid of all the things that weigh us 
down in the race (of life).  We can run the race faster and better if we lay down the 
things that weigh us down.  In fact, anything that gets in the way of us moving closer 
to our prize… God. 
  



 
 

Colour in the trainer and write anything on it that you think may keep you from 
winning the prize!

SPORTING ANAGRAMS 

Solve the anagrams to find some famous sporting events.   
 

1. RUN TO RED CAFE 
2. GET PAMS HOLY MICE 
3. HAS SHEET 
4. ROUSE 
5. BLOWN DIME 
6. GLAMOUR IN FRANCE 
7. TO A DARLING NAN 
8. BEAR COAT 
9. UGLY CROWD BURP 
10. WILSON CITY PERM 
11. MAD THORN ON LOAN 
12. THE RR LAND BOAT MISSION 
 



Walking with Micah 

  

Walking With Micah: Methodist Principles for Social Justice is a two-year project of 

the Methodist Church to help us explore what it means to be a justice-seeking 

church. Drawing on our tradition, theology, experience and partnerships, the project 

seeks to help us to renew our shared passion for justice. 

Welcome to the second newsletter, keeping you in touch with the new Walking with 

Micah project. Most of this month has been spent listening and planning, but this 

newsletter includes a focus on one of the key principles behind the project: starting 

by listening to people’s experiences of injustice. We’re still gathering ideas, 

comments and requests, so do please get in touch via 

lampardr@methodistchurch.org.uk 

Every blessing 

Rachel Lampard 

 

Thanks to everyone who replied to the survey in the first newsletter. We’ve had 

some great responses, including offers of help, suggestions of groups willing to pilot 

ideas, and requests for Bible study material. We’re starting to plan the project so this 

feedback is really helpful. If you haven’t yet responded, please click here. 

I’ve spent the last month listening to people and talking about how the Walking with 

Micah project can help the Church over the next two years. I look forward to sharing 

plans and resources soon. One of the principles that has become very clear is that if 

we are going to challenge injustice, then we need to begin by listening to people for 

whom injustice is more than an idea. 

 

You may have come across Poverty Truth Commissions. These started in Scotland 

with the Church of Scotland, and are now spreading across the UK, some with the 

active support of the Methodist Church. They take as their mantra the traditional 

https://methodist-news.org.uk/BVI-7H4ZA-4JEBAL-4INQXL-1/c.aspx


empowerment slogan, “Nothing about us, without us, is for us”. Commissions bring 

decision-makers together with those who know what it means to struggle against 

poverty. Their expertise of poverty is usually ignored, but PTCs, and other Experts 

by Experience programmes, are beginning to ensure that those with experience of 

poverty or other forms of injustice or marginalisation are involved in re-shaping 

public policy. 

 

Influenced by PTCs, the Church of Scotland has committed to ensuring that people 

who have experience of injustice are heard right from the beginning. This is a 

powerful ecumenical example from which we can learn. 

 

So through the Walking with Micah project, I hope we won’t just be talking “about” 

injustice, but start our journey by being with, listening to, and learning from those 

who have experienced different forms of injustice. We can be helped in this by our 

wider “Methodist family” – national organisations such as Action for Children and All 

We Can, as well as smaller groups, congregations and new churches at the 

margins. 

 

So as we begin this work, may I challenge you: in our commitment to being a 

justice-seeking church, how will you ensure that you begin by listening to those 

experiencing injustice?  

  

  

Summer Reading 

  

One advantage of this project is the number of books people have recommended to 

me! 

Covid 19: God’s Wake-Up Call by Revd Tom Stuckey is subtitled “Angry Bible 

Reflections in a Pandemic”. Tom weaves together biblical reflections with social 

critique, demanding that the Church rethinks our approach to mission and justice in 

the wake of Covid 19. It is a highly readable, deeply passionate, and challenging 

book. The bitesize chapters and study questions might appeal if you are looking for 

contemporary study material for small groups. Available only from Amazon. 

 

Thank you for your commitment to being a justice-seeking church. 

 Keep in touch! 

Rachel 



 

United we can change lives. 

“Two people are better than one, because 

they have a good reward for their toil. If they 

fall, one will lift up the other” Ecclesiastes 

4:9-10 

Thanks to everyone who was involved in the Christian Aid Garden Party in Harnham 

on August 7th. It was well attended, despite people having to dodge the showers, 

and raised over £1575 for Christian Aid’s work. 

Christian Aid has been helping a group of women in Malawi, whose homes were 

literally reduced to rubble by a cyclone in March 2019. Driven together by adversity, 

the Makande Women’s Group set up a business harvesting Baobab fruit and selling 

the juice. Through supporting one another, they have created over a hundred jobs 

and provided every member of the group with an increased income. 

Projects like these touch every key issue of our times – climate change that is 

making disrupted weather and damage more common, sustainable development to 

lift people out of poverty and advancing women’s independence. 

You can find more information online at caid.org.uk/harvest or caid.org.uk/climate 

If you are wondering, what you could do to act with others on any of these issues, 

particularly on green issues locally, the Salisbury Transition Group is holding an 

outdoor event in Elizabeth Gardens starting at 11 am on Saturday 18th September. It 

is one of a number events happening all over the country in the lead-up to the 

Climate Change Conference in Glasgow. Entry is free, and there will be a 

programme of talks, music and different events through the day. Many local groups, 

including the Salisbury Christian Aid committee will be represented, and you can 

find out what you could be involved in - see poster on the page 33. 

 

Sporting Anagrams - Answers 
1. Tour De France 
2. The Olympic Games  
3. The Ashes 
4. Euros 
5. Wimbledon  
6. Formula One Racing 

7. Grand National 
8. Boat Race 
9. Rugby World Cup 
10. Winter Olympics 
11. London Marathon 
12. Badminton Horse Trials 

 



We will care for creation and all God’s gifts 
 

During our ‘Methodist Way of Life’ service in August we made 
commitments to take one action to express our care for God’s creation. 
Here are some ideas of things that we can do. 
 
Calculate your Carbon Footprint at: https://footprint.wwf.org.uk/#/# 
 

 
 
 
Simple, practical steps to ‘protect what you love’ are suggested by the 
‘Count Us In’ project: https://www.count-us-in.org/en-gb/ 
 

 
 
 
 

https://footprint.wwf.org.uk/#/
https://www.count-us-in.org/en-gb/


Think about food… 
 
 



Sarum Fellowship 
 
The group began when two Housegroups joined and started meeting once a month 
at the church. Now restrictions are easing we feel we are able to meet together 
again. 
 
Our first meeting will be on Tuesday 14th September at 2.15 pm in Room 1 and we 
will be pleased to welcome those who have come before and anyone who may like 
to join us. 
 
This time we will be having a general chat time to catch up and share our thoughts 
and then look towards our autumn meetings.  
 
Sue Curnow & Liz Chick 
 

 
Orrin and Jago’s Jokes! 

 
What is a dog’s favourite pizza? 
Pupperoni! 
 
What do you call lots of men waiting for a hair cut? 
A barbecue! 
 
What do you call a vicar on a motorbike? 
Rev! 
 
I had a teacher called Mrs Turtle…. 
….funny name but she tortoise well! 
 
I was wearing a badly crumpled shirt to a doctor’s, he said …… 
…. “I can see you have an iron deficiency!” 
 
An ice cream van has just crashed down the road…. 
….the whole area has been coned off! 
 
Note from editor  - Orrin and Jago have decided that with school and childrens 
activities recommencing, this will be their last regular contribution to the newsletter. 
 
Thank you very much Orrin and Jago for never missing a deadline and especially for 
keeping us all entertained through Covid and lockdowns. Rachel 
 

 
The beauty of our sky is really just a nice way for the earth to protect us from the 
terror of what's so vast and unknowable beyond. The boundlessness of the universe 
is disturbing when you think about it. It's too big and we're too small.  

— Nadia Bolz-Weber 



 



Fairtrade – an uplifting story of hope from Traidcraft 
Exchange 
 

Although Bangladesh has been further from mainstream 
news than India, the coronavirus situation there has been just 
as severe. What follows shows the difference our support 
can make:    

‘In normal harvest seasons, farmers hire labourers who travel 
from neighbouring districts to harvest their paddy. But with the pandemic restricting 
travel, hiring labourers was not an option. The shortage in availability of labour 
meant that, even where it was available, smallholder farmers across the country 
simply couldn’t afford to pay those rates. The situation was bleak – a season’s worth 
of hard work facing potential ruin. 

For the villagers of PashchimTaldgighi – a community that has worked with 
Traidcraft Exchange for many years – things were different. They had a simple, but 
ingenious solution that took advantage of one thing the pandemic couldn’t dent: their 
togetherness. They took the decision that every group member would work on 
everyone’s land, harvesting the paddy in turns. They started harvesting on 5th May 
and were finished within 3 days. 

Grassroots self-help groups participating in our projects have also been able to 
distribute £55,000 in emergency loans to date to their poorest members – with no 
fixed repayment period or interest charged. They made announcements via 
loudspeaker to raise awareness of safety measures to reduce the spread of Covid-
19. The associations also disinfected offices and market areas and distributed 
health and hygiene leaflets amongst the district’s villages.  

For most of this period, our official work was paused because of the restrictions – 
but that meant that solutions could rise up from the grassroots networks that we’ve 
helped develop. It’s so encouraging to see the strength of local communities coming 
to the fore and solving problems in a time of crisis. 

This is the sort of potential that your support helps to unlock: long-lasting, resilient 
and powerful grassroots communities, supporting each other in times of difficulty.’ 

Climate change and its effects worldwide have been much in our thinking of late - 
inside and outside the church. Supporting Fairtrade farmers in developing countries 
is a small action we can take to make their lives more sustainable and prosperous, 
helping them to withstand all that is being thrown at them by way of climate change. 

We are hoping to be able to re-open the shop at SMc before too long, so, if you are 
new to the church or if you have not thought to buy Fairtrade in the past, please 
consider making a fresh start in support of Traidcraft and its producers. 

Until we re-open Monica is continuing with weekly deliveries – to place an order 
contact her on 01722 743700. Takings for the last 5 weeks have totalled 
approximately £580, many thanks. 



 

 

“the real "work" of prayer is to become silent and listen to the voice that says good 
things about me. 

 
To gently push aside and silence the many voices that question my goodness and to 

trust that I will hear the voice of blessing-- that demands real effort.”  
Henri J.M. Nouwen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The September Newsletter was produced by Rachel and Simon Clarke. 

Items for the October Newsletter should be sent to Rachel Clarke 

no later than Friday 17th September 2021 

email: news.smc1759@gmail.com 

Material for consideration should be as follows: 

An A4 word or publisher document in Arial font size 14pt 

Please ensure you have consent for any material submitted. 

If you need help creating a document, please contact Rachel Clarke. 

01722 338392 
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Southampton District 
Methodist Women in Britain 

 

invite you to 

Saturday 25th September 2021 
St James Road Methodist Church 

Shirley, Southampton SO15 5HE  
10.00am for 10.30am to 3.30pm 

 

Bible Study led by Rev Andrew DeVille 
Chair of Southampton Methodist District 

Visit to Mexico Mrs Hilary Evans 
Past MWiB Connexional President 

Tea and Coffee provided 
Please bring your own packed lunch 


