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STOP PRESS – Message from Revd Bryan Coates 

 

We have received a message from Revd Bryan Coates regarding the increase in 

Covid19 cases in Wiltshire. He and the Circuit Leadership Team are concerned for 

the safety of all who use the buildings for which they have responsibility. Whilst 

accepting that the majority of our congregation have received two jabs and many 

have had a third, there are still many people using the building who are not yet 

vaccinated. 

As a result, he has written to 

“respectfully request and strongly advise that people coming on to our premises 

for Worship Services and for all indoor activities should wear a mask, use sanitising 

gel and continue to be mindful of the need for stringent hygiene.” 

Please follow Bryan’s request and for the foreseeable future continue to use the 

sanitizer provided and wear a mask when in the building for worship or any other 

activity. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this. 

Jim Gillings 

 

Recent appointments 

 

At Church Council Paul Butler’s appointment to the team of Church Stewards was 

confirmed. 

Monica Gillings’ appointment as Pastoral Secretary along with Sandra Gunstone 

and Margaret Rutt as Assistant Pastoral Secretaries were ratified. 

If you have a comment or concern about church matters and are unsure as to whom 

to speak to, please contact one of the stewards, Valerie Liversidge, Jim Gillings or 

Paul Butler and we will ensure that it gets to the correct destination. 

If you wish to discuss a pastoral matter and cannot contact your visitor, please 

speak to one of the pastoral team listed above.  

 

Paul Emerson has agreed to collate the weekly church notices. If you wish to have 

an item inserted, please mail him at: 

weeklynotices@salisburymethodist.org.uk 

 

Jim Gillings 

mailto:weeklynotices@salisburymethodist.org.uk


Information for November 

It is lovely to see a steady increase in numbers attending morning worship in person 

and supporting the afternoon/evening sessions. The latter are very much experimental, 

and we would value your feed back on the current programme and suggestions for 

alternatives.  

In November: - 

Saturday 6th 

 

2 pm, Iona Big Sing for COP26. The YouTube stream will be displayed on big screens 
at SMC. Please come and support the members of the Iona Community who have 
organised this event in Glasgow. 
 

Sunday 7th  
 

10.30 am Revd Anna Bishop service to include Holy Communion 
6 pm Methodist Way of Life, review of progress so far. 
 

Sunday 14th  
 

10.30 am Revd Cecil King, Remembrance service  
4 pm Mixed Blessings 
 

Sunday 21st  
 

10.30 am Revd Tim Macquiban/Anna Bishop, Church Anniversary 
4 pm Bible Book Club led by Revd Margaret/Chris Jones 
 

Sunday 28th  
 

10.30 am Revd Jane Taylor 
6 pm Discussion 

All morning services will be streamed on YouTube. 

With the colder weather approaching and the increase in reported Covid19 cases you 

are encouraged to continue wearing masks when singing. Those of us who have been 

vaccinated may not suffer the extreme effects of the virus, but we are not safe from 

catching it. 

Jim Gillings on behalf of the Stewards 

Harvest 

At the Harvest service on Sunday 26th September gifts of groceries were collected and 

donated to the Salisbury Food Bank. 

Also, envelopes were available for those wishing to donate gifts of money for All We 

Can, the Methodist International Relief and Development Charity 

The envelope collection for All We Can amounted to £289, to which some Gift Aid will 

be added. We are also aware that some online gifts via the All We Can website were 

 given. 

Thank you for all these gifts, which are being used for those in urgent need of help, 

locally, and in other parts of the world. 

Margaret Rutt 



Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
At All Saints’ Day on 1st November, we enter the period marked by the Church as 
Kingdom Season. It is, of course, a time of remembrance: on All Saints’ Day we 
remember those in whose lives the grace of God has been recognised as powerfully 
at work and “recall that sanctity may grow in the ordinary circumstances, as well as 
the extraordinary crises, of human living” (churchofengland.org) The following day 
we mark the Commemoration of the Faithful Departed on All Souls ’ Day, when we 
give thanks for the lives of those who have been dear to us personally and those 
who have been saints to us. These festivals are succeeded by Remembrance Day, 
when we remember all those who have lost their lives as a result of conflicts, 
following their consciences to protect those they loved. The season culminates with 
the Feast of Christ the King on the last Sunday before Advent, this year on 21st 
November, when we will be celebrating our Church Anniversary. 
 
In Kingdom season we affirm the sovereignty of the eternal Christ over all his people 
on earth and in heaven, and celebrate our unity with those who have gone before us 
in the one timeless Kingdom of God. In the infinite love of God we are never 
separated from those we love but see no longer. 
 
It is also a good opportunity to reflect that the Church is not the Kingdom! 
Sometimes we can get a bit caught up in the day-to-day business of maintaining the 
structures we have built around our Sunday worship, and we end up with a kind of 
religious tunnel-vision which tricks us into thinking that the Kingdom only exists for 
an hour each Sunday in a certain place! This season helps us to restore our sense 
of perspective. 
 
For the community of the Kingdom of God transcends time and space and includes 
all who live according to Kingdom values here and now and in eternity. 
 
This means that we can each allow the Kingdom to break through in our ordinary, 
every day living, by cultivating a growing awareness of living in the presence of God 
and in the presence of those who have gone before us. By a commitment to opening 
our eyes to see – really see – God in all things, we can become Kingdom people, 
seeking God’s priorities and embedding them in the ways we live our day-to-day 
lives. 
 
This, it seems to me, is why the Methodist Way of Life is such a valuable resource – 
it helps us to drill down into our daily habits, routines and opinions and examine 
whether they are embodying the justice, openness, compassion and courage of 
God. So I hope you will join me on 7th November at 6 pm to reflect on how we are 
using MWoL and how we might develop our use of it, as part of Our Calling to be 
Kingdom people. 
 
With love, 
 
Anna. 



Church Council Meeting held on 5th October 2021 

Church Council discussed a variety of issues in the most recent meeting. The following 

issues were discussed and decisions were taken: 

- Conserving resources in our circulation of the newsletter; the newsletter will 

generally be distributed online, but people may sign up to receive a paper copy if 

they prefer. 

- The importance of provision for children on a Sunday morning, and the 

practicalities surrounding this. 

- In terms of church governance, “Church Life” and “Mission” will no longer be 

official teams within the structure of the church; the technical team will now be 

added to the list of official teams. 

- A guest wi-fi policy for the church was adopted; this is available on request from 

the office 

- It is essential that every activity in the building, even church activities, be risk-

assessed. Dawn has produced generic risk assessments to cover different areas 

of the building to facilitate this. 

- The church has recently received two legacies, amounting to roughly £35,500. 

This money must be spent on church activities which are “people-oriented” rather 

than church property. 

- The church will purchase CO2 monitors to assess the level of ventilation in the 

building. Decisions on ventilating and heating the building over the winter will be 

based on this data. 

- The Guiding groups will now access the building via the rear and will need sole 

use of the car park during their pick-up and drop-off times. 

- Helen Browncross will organise a pre-Christmas community toy exchange at 

SMc on Saturday 27th November. 

 

If anyone wishes to be added to the distribution list for Church Council minutes, please 

contact me. 

 

Helen Browncross 

 

Worship Consultation 
 

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 23rd November at 7.30 pm. This open 

meeting gives you the opportunity to raise any comments and/or suggestions re the 

services, or alternatively speak to one of the worship stewards who will raise this on 

your behalf. 

Jeannette Lake 



Pastoral Page 

 

It continues to be a difficult and anxious time for members of our church family , a 

number of whom are awaiting hospital test results or possible future treatment.  We 

hold in our thoughts and prayers all who are coping with health issues, whether at 

home, in hospital or in care homes, and those who are caring for them. 

 
We share the sad news that Dorothy Rye died in SDH on 8 th October, following a 
stroke and heart attack. We give thanks for all that she meant to us and commend her 
into God’s keeping. Please hold her daughter Lucy and all the family in your prayers 
at this difficult time. A Memorial Service for Dorothy will be held at SMc on Monday, 
8th November at 2 pm, following a private committal. The family has requested that 
no black be worn.  Refreshments will be served in the Welcome Area after the Service.  
 
From Jo Smith: 

Jo Smith and family would like to thank everyone at SMc for all their kind messages, 
prayers, cards and flowers following Mike’s death. Thank you to all who attended 

Mike’s funeral service, provided the refreshments and donated in his memory. 

With heartfelt thanks. Jo 
 
From Steve Selby, Pam Cotton’s nephew: 

The total sum raised at Pam Cotton’s funeral was £386.00, split between Action for 
Children £243.00 and Cancer Research (local) £143.00.  The family are very grateful 
for the generous donations that have been made for these charities that Auntie Pam 
supported. 
 
From Mary Parker: 

I would like to thank friends at SMC for their support and friendship over the last 
months of Terry’s life and more recently coping with the reality of his loss.  The Church 
Family takes on new meaning when we go through difficult times. 

Mary has also found CRUSE very helpful – she has outlined what they offer on the 
next page. Thank you, Mary. 
  
May the assurance of God’s love continue to sustain and strengthen all in need of 

comfort at this time following recent bereavement. 

 

Congratulations:  We send our love and congratulations to Carol and Francis Bray 

who celebrated their Golden Wedding on 23rd October. 

 

Changes to the Pastoral Team: As you may have read elsewhere, I have stepped 

up to the role of Pastoral Secretary, with Sandra Gunstone and Margaret Rutt as 

Assistants. Sandra held the position of Secretary for 11 years and we can’t thank 

her enough for all her love and care for our community during that time. I am very 

grateful for her continued support - her experience and knowledge will be invaluable 

as we move forward. We are delighted to welcome 2 new members to the Pastoral 



Team – Diana Noble and Kath Webb.  A heartfelt thank you to Sandra, Margaret, 

Diana and Kath for offering to serve in this way. 

 

I’m sure a member of the congregation speaks for many of us when he says how 

wonderful it has been to see the young people back with us on a Sunday morning. 

Thank you to those people who have made it possible, and we do hope and pray 

that this important work can continue. 

 

Monica Gillings (Pastoral Secretary) 

     

Please contact your Pastoral Visitor, Monica Gillings (01722 743700), Sandra 
Gunstone (01722 412847) or Margaret Rutt (01722 331013) if you or someone 
you know would like to speak to a Minister. If you would just appreciate a 
friendly chat, we are always here for you! 

 
It is good to share church family news, so please let your Pastoral Visitor know 
of anything you wish to share with others through the Newsletter. (Please 
ensure that you have permission from the people concerned or their relatives 
before sending items to Monica Gillings) 

 

 
 

Crusechat 

 

In addition to personal help, I 

have found CRUSE 

Bereavement Support very 

helpful. As well as a telephone 

helpline 0808 808 1677, they 

provide Crusechat, an online 

link to a trained counsellor. 

When you don’t want to burden 

family or friends with your 

feelings, it can really help to 

communicate with an outsider 

who will just listen and respond 

in an encouraging way. 

Unlike a phone conversation, 

Crusechat gives you thinking 

time. 

Mary Parker 



 

 

We are delighted to be with you in Salisbury, although it seems to have taken 
quite a long time to finally get here! Having been engaged in an itinerant life over 
the years, and therefore not really having somewhere to call home, deciding 
where to choose for retirement might have been difficult. However, Salisbury has 
been our choice for some time, it is where Stephen trained for the ministry at 
Sarum College and somewhere we have always enjoyed visiting. We managed 
to find a house here a few years ago, and it is a joy to finally be full-time 
residents. 
 
So, a little about us. We met at University in Scotland in the 1970’s, and have 
been married for over forty years. We have three adult children, two daughters - 
Becci and Emily, and a son - Alex, and four grandchildren. Salisbury is 
equidistant between them, so that works well. At home we have our golden 
retriever, Poppy, whom some of you will have met at Wednesday coffee, and 
who has become a creature of habit since lock-down when she had the attention 
of both of us, all day every day! 
 
Inevitably we have moved house quite often, and last Christmas our younger 
daughter gave us a picture which depicted all the homes we had had since 
getting married. From a flat above a classroom in a boarding school in 
Oxfordshire where we started our married life, through to our home here, there 
are fourteen in total. Immediately prior to entering the Methodist ministry, nine 
years were spent in Guernsey where Stephen worked as an educational 
psychologist, and which was a great place to live whilst the children were 
growing up. 
 
Stephen’s first ministerial appointment brought us to Portchester near Fareham 
in this District. After that we moved to Bexhill-on-Sea, then to South-East 
London, and finally to Oxford for three years before Stephen’s retirement or 
“sitting down”. 
 
Before Angela’s retirement she worked as a Science teacher in secondary 
schools, and now enjoys singing, gardening, crafts of many kinds, and 
genealogy. Stephen’s interests are in history, music, and the natural world 
around us. Poppy’s main hobby - as well as reminding us when it is time for her 
to eat - is joining-in with our love for walking and exploring the nearby 
countryside. We all hope to have a bit more time to enjoy our individual and 
shared interests in the years ahead. 
 
It has been a slightly strange experience, but also a pleasant one, to have 
moved this Summer and not to have to then start work immediately in school or 
church. Over the coming months we hope to get to know you, and in the 
meantime, please do say ‘hello’. We can’t promise to remember everyone’s 
name, but we will do our best! 
 
Stephen and Angela Maunder 



Our Zambia link 

On 24th October Zambia celebrated the 57 th anniversary of the nation’s 

independence. It was an occasion for looking back with thanksgiving. 

 In 1964, on Independence Day, few people gave Zambia a chance of peace or 

prosperity or real political and economic independence. In five of the countries 

bordering Zambia there were wars. Landlocked Zambia, a thousand miles from the 

sea, had no good route to the coast to export the copper on which the economy 

depended - only a long dirt road to Dar-es-Salaam. There was no university, and 

there were very few secondary schools for Africans; nearly all skilled professional 

jobs were done by foreigners. 

 The borders of Zambia – formerly Northern Rhodesia – had been drawn by 

European politicians in Berlin in 1885, with no regard to or knowledge of the people 

who lived there. So Zambia was an artificial creation with more than 70 different 

languages spoken and people’s primary loyalty being to their extended family and 

home area. 

 Today, we give thanks that Zambia has been an independent democratic 

peaceful nation for nearly 60 years, despite the big problems it was born with. 

There have been setbacks – times of economic hardship, the AIDs pandemic, 

devastating drought, leading to the failure of electricity generation from Kariba Dam, 

some corrupt government, crop failures,the COVID pandemic. 

There has also been huge expansion in schools and universities, great 

improvements in road links especially to previous isolated areas and, for some 

people, higher living standards. 

 Christian churches have multiplied and the number of church worshippers has 

increased enormously. The government elected in August this year has renewed the 

declaration that Zambia is a Christian country. 

 Give thanks for Zambia and for the United Church of Zambia. There are three 

United Church of Zambia ministers serving as circuit ministers in British Methodism; 

Zambia sends ministers to us – 

a rapid change from 40 years ago, when Britain was sending ministers to Zambia. 

 Continue to pray for St John’s congregation in Lusaka, as they continue to 

pray for us. 

Cecil King 

 

Scout Post stamps @ 30p each available from David Miles. 
 

Last posting day Wednesday 8th December 
 



 

Be a Better Listener? 

How to take a step back and hear what others have to say. 
 

Most of us consider ourselves to be good listeners … but are 
we really? The ability to listen without judgement or 

interruption is a rare skill to find and is something we can all work on.   
 

Many of us worry about when trying to be a good listener, is what we are expected 
to say. Another is would the other person just like a safe space in which to vent? 
Often when someone is in need of a safe space in which to speak it is because they 
are in a whirlwind of an emotion, whether upset, angry, or a mixture of feelings. 
 

Give the person your full attention. You may find your body naturally shifting, leaning 
towards them or nodding along without even realising it. You’ll soon notice that the 
atmosphere feels more grounded and peaceful. To find out more then consider the 
courses being offered by The Listening Place. 
 

The World can feel a very lonely place especially when you are feeling that life is 
hard going. It can be difficult to share those feelings and it can be hard to find the 
care and support that will make a difference. 
 

We have been living through difficult times where unwelcome decisions have been 
necessary. The Listening Place is now ‘open’ for business again whether you want 
to volunteer with us or as a client who wants to be offered ‘listening’. However, to 
provide and maximise the number of listening opportunities we would like to, we 
need new volunteers to join our rota. 
 

Why Volunteer? 
Everyone has different reasons for wanting to volunteer, from having the opportunity 
to undertake activities that would support a particular career path, or simply wanting 
to give something back. 
 

As a volunteer for The Listening Place you will get the opportunity, to meet at least 
some of your aspirations, to help people in need and to make new friendships (or 
cement existing ones) within the team. 
 

As a client? 
See our printed leaflet and our webpage for more information. 
 

www.thelisteningplace.org.uk 
tlpappointments@gmail.com 

We are offering courses in listening in November 2021 to recruit new Listeners for 
The Listening Place. For details see our website as above or contact 01722 325294 

Sue Robbins 

http://www.thelisteningplace.org.uk/
mailto:tlpappointments@gmail.com


Pause for Prayer 
 
 

Let me go 
 

When I come to the end of the road 
And the sun has set for me 

I want no rites in a gloom filled room 
Why cry for a soul set free? 

Miss me a little, but not for long 
And not with your head bowed low 

Remember the love that once we shared 
Miss me, but let me go. 

For this is a journey we all must take 
And each must go alone. 

It's all part of the master plan 
A step on the road to home. 

When you are lonely and sick at heart 
Go the friends we know. 

Laugh at all the things we used to do 
Miss me, but let me go. 

When I am dead my dearest 
Sing no sad songs for me 

Plant thou no roses at my head 
Nor shady cypress tree 

Be the green grass above me 
With showers and dewdrops wet 

And if thou wilt remember 
And if thou wilt, forget. 

I shall not see the shadows, 
I shall not fear the rain; 

I shall not hear the nightingale 
Sing on as if in pain; 

And dreaming through the twilight 
That doth not rise nor set, 
Haply I may remember, 
And haply may forget. 

 

Christina Georgina Rossetti 

 

“The most beautiful people we have known are those who have known defeat, 
known suffering, known struggle, known loss, and have found their way out of the 

depths. These persons have an appreciation, a sensitivity, and an understanding of 
life that fills them with compassion, gentleness, and a deep loving concern. Beautiful 

people do not just happen.”  
Elisabeth Kübler-Ross 

https://allpoetry.com/Christina-Georgina-Rossetti


Methodist Marriage 
 
 
This summer the Methodist Conference voted to allow “in principle…the marriage of 
same-sex couples on Methodist premises throughout the Connexion and by 
Methodist ministers…”.  
 
 
The Faith and Order Committee confirmed that the adoption of this resolution did not in 
any way change existing Methodist Doctrine, and the Conference commended an 
official liturgy “for the Marriage of Any Two Persons.” 
 
 
However it is the decision of each Church Council whether to put that principle into 
practice in their own building: “…no same-sex marriage may take place on 
Methodist premises unless the managing trustees…have approved the use of 
the premises for that purpose and taken any steps which may be necessary 
under the applicable law.” 
 
 
Therefore, when Church Council meets on 25 th January 2022, it will be voting by paper 
ballot on the following resolution: 
 
 

The Church Council of Salisbury Methodist Church, meeting on 25 th 
January 2022, consents to the solemnization of marriages of same-
sex couples and resolves to apply to register the building known as 
Salisbury Methodist Church, situated at St Edmund’s Church  Street, 
Salisbury SP1 1EF, for the solemnization of such marriages under 
section 43A of the Marriage Act 1949. 

 
 
To enable an informed, generous and reflective conversation at Church Council, there 
will be a meeting for information and conversation on Sunday 12th December at 6 pm, 
to which everybody is invited. You are also reminded that all Church Council meetings 
are open to every member of the Church, although only members of Church Council 
may vote. 
 
 
Finally a message from the Conference: 
 
“The Conference commends its decisions to the Methodist people asking them 
earnestly to pray for healing where there has been hurt, for unity where there 
has been division, and for wisdom where difficult discussions lie ahead.”  
 



 

 
 

We need to stop buying stuff 
Adrian Chiles 

 
Our ridiculous addiction to acquiring more possessions is stuffing up the planet… 
Wed 20 Oct 2021 17.59 BST 
 
Ages ago, an old friend who was an early adopter of environmental concerns wanted a 
new kitchen. He asked an expert he knew from his work in woodland conservation 
what wood his new kitchen should be built with. He was startled to get a sharp 
response: “If you really care, then don’t come to me asking which wood to use; ask 
yourself if you really need a new kitchen.” Point taken, but not much acted upon, by 
him, me or anyone else I’ve come across. 
 

I’m so sick of stuff. Some of it is stuff I really need or that is at least genuinely nice to 
have, but a good 70% is useless stuff. Clothes I’ll never wear, books I’ll never read, 
kitchen utensils I’ll never utilise. Items big and small that presumably felt essential the 
day I bought them but turned out to be quite the opposite. I suppose that as I get older 
the 70% figure will grow and grow until the morning of the day I shuffle off this mortal 
coil. At this point the percentage of stuff I own that is useless to me will stand at a nice 
round 100, because, of course, I won’t be able to take it with me. But what I will be 
able to do is leave it to my children to bump up the percentage of stuff useless to them 
that they own. And so it goes on. 



Stuff, stuff, stuff. Advertising people, pushing at the open door of our acquisitive 
instincts, dedicate their lives to fooling us into acquiring more of it. It bugs me how 
these people regard themselves as “creatives”, as if they write plays or novels or grace 
lighted stages and silver screens. They think they make art. Oh, it’s art all right, the 
very darkest of arts. How else to characterise what they create: art that so brilliantly 
lures fools like me into buying stuff we don’t need, or even really want, with money we 
often haven’t got? 
 

Even the pandemic couldn’t stand in the way of our lust for stuff, and the supply of 
plenty of it. There was stuff we couldn’t get, but this only served to intensify our desire 
for it. Hence, we now have so much stuff stuffed into shipping containers all over the 
world that the entire system is congested, stuffed up with stuff. 
 

The shops closing mattered not a jot; the stuff was delivered to our doors. We hailed 
as heroes those who sent and delivered even the most non-essential items. There 
were occasions when, if rules on social distancing allowed it, I would have bear-
hugged the poor Amazon delivery man. Yes, the stuff kept coming, and soon our 
anxiety shifted to what on earth we’d do with the stuff we physically didn’t have room 
for any more. The charity shops were shut! And the dumps, too! Oh, the anxiety. We 
had to make space for the new stuff but couldn’t dump the old stuff to make room for 
the new. It was awful – awful, I tell you. Look around you next time you make a road 
trip. There are storage companies springing up everywhere. We’re so stuffed with stuff 
that we’re actually paying people to store our stuff for us. 
 

This madness must stop, but I don’t see our lunatic addiction to stuff addressed in the 
plans to get to net zero. What we need is a brilliantly executed ad campaign around 
the slogan STOP BUYING STUFF. The trouble is, the geniuses in the ad industry who 
we’d need to create this campaign will always remain dedicated to getting us to do the 
exact opposite. Whatever the money on offer, there would be no pitches for this ad 
campaign – an ad campaign aimed at, literally, ending all ad campaigns. 
 

Adrian Chiles is a broadcaster, writer and Guardian columnist 

 

We are what we eat 
 

For some time now labels on food have enabled us to compare their calorie, fat, sugar 
or salt content. Did you know that there is also a traffic light system for fish? Dark 
green is the most sustainably caught or responsibly farmed seafood, light green is a 
good choice, light orange OK, but beyond that best avoided, especially red. 
A new label, launched by Foundation Earth, also allows us to compare the 
environmental impact of different foods. This label rates food from A+ to G, dark green 
through yellow to orange, the nearer to dark green the better The website, foundation-
earth.org, explains it in detail. 

All this may seem to make food shopping hard work, but if we want to contribute to 
Cop 26, and nurture God’s creation in the process, we may feel it’s worth it. 

Ruth Popplestone 



Francis Asbury – the American years. 

Those reading Malcolm`s article on the early years of Francis Asbury, 

travelling Methodist preacher, who set sail for America in 1771, may not 

fathom what lay in store for this junior and inexperienced evangelist as he 
ventured to join a small band of men serving the fledgling Methodist church 

there. By the time of his death in 1816, there were over 200,000 members 
in that country, greatly outnumbering those in his homeland. Methodism 

had become the largest and most dynamic popular religious movement in 

the evangelical revival of the late 18th and early 19th century. And it was 
mostly down to Francis Asbury, against all the odds of rescuing a British-

born movement from the ashes of the anti-colonial and independent United 
States which emerged from the revolutionary wars of the 1770s.  

To understand how such a man from such a humble 
background became the leader (setting aside Thomas 

Coke as an ordained Anglican clergyman as well as 

Methodist minister who was nominally co-leader as 
Superintendent of the Methodist Episcopal Church), one 

has to look to the strength of his personality and 
character as becoming “Mr. Wesley” for America despite 

the stigma of his old country birth and British origins. In 

this I have drawn from the excellent biography of 
Francis Asbury by John Wigger (OUP 2009)  

Here was a man who from the time of his assuming control in 1780 was the 
person most responsible for shaping and forming American Methodism, 

getting the motley band of preachers to accept him as Mr. Wesley`s 
successor.  He wasn`t the charismatic preacher that George Whitefield had 

been nor a theologian of the stature of John Fletcher or Adam Clarke. 

American Methodists turned to them and John Wesley`s works if they 
needed to understand the Arminian theology of the evangelical movement. 

But he was a leader of men who provided this movement with a 
commonality of purpose as a great and dynamic force in American society.  

In 45 years of his ministry in America he never married but devoted 
himself to a life of voluntary poverty and intense introspection doing for 

America what St Francis of Assisi did for Italy and the Catholic church in 

the middle ages, with a single minded dedication and desire to be better. 
Which is why Wigger calls him an American Saint. Like Wesley, he devoted 

himself to an hour`s prayer before dawn; and like Wesley he was accused of 



being an autocrat in what his contemporary preacher called “ecclesiastical 

Paternalism”. Yet he bridged the gap between organised religion and the 
frontier spirit of the expanding America, adapting to its culture and 

landscape, appealing to the more democratically minded masses excluded 
from Anglicanism and Old Dissent. In his remaining lifetime of 45 years, he 

is reckoned to have travelled, predominantly on horseback, 130,000 miles, 

preached over 10,000 sermons and ordained over 2,000 preachers for the 
growing movement. His legacy rests on the shaping of American 

Methodism in its halcyon and primitive era before it suffered the splits 

along social and racial lines and rising corruption by wealth and power that 
afflicted Wesleyan Methodism in Britain.  

Wigger describes four features of Asbury`s 

contribution which perhaps bear comparison with 

other charismatic leaders such as John Wesley or 
Hugh Bourne the co-founder of Primitive 

Methodism (the 250th anniversary of whose birth 

we commemorate in a series of events at Englesea 
Brook in 2022). These are his character, his 

sociability, his appreciation of the cultural context 
in which he operated and his organisational skills.  

First, his character. His was a legendary piety and 
perseverance rooted in the classical evangelical conversion experience. In 

this respect, he mirrors the apostolic ministry of Paul, without the sailing 

by seas or shipwrecks! Like Paul, he suffered greatly in the challenges to his 
health. His feet were so badly affected that he could hardly walk in the 

latter part of his travels. He also suffered from progressively worsening 
heart failure as well as recurring bouts of strep throat brought on by 

constant preaching and conversation. As Wigger concludes: “Asbury`s piety 

brough him respect, based on sacrifice rather than the accumulated 
buildings, money and trappings of power” which other church leaders 

gathered.  

Secondly, He was able to connect to people. He was no remote autocrat. He 

travelled widely. He had a gift for building relationships even amongst his 
fellow preachers who were prone to disagreement. He was equally good in 

face to face encounters as he was in small group situations. He made 

friends easily and was a noted raconteur who could be quite funny on 
occasions (not something John Wesley was noted for!). Many spoke of him 

as a most agreeable road-companion. His only rival in this respect was 



`Crazy` Lorenzo Dow who chose to travel transatlantically and had a hand 

in the creation of Primitive Methodism with the camp meetings he 
imported here around 1807.  

Thirdly, he understood and used 
popular culture to make the bridge 

between the religious and secular 
contexts of his day. He interpreted 

the spirit of Wesleyanism without its 

Britishness to the fertile American 
soil. He knew how to make the gospel 

relevant for that time and place, 
grasping the opportunities afforded 

by the new democratic spirit and the 

sense of confidence in a growing 
nation. Yes, he embraced 

emotionalism in a way which Wesley feared to do through the extempore 

worship and camp meeting experiences. And sadly part of his 
accommodation with the prevailing culture was to accept the presence of 

slavery in the South, a legacy which stained American Methodism with 
racial divisions and acts to stir our consciences in our creation of those 

conditions. But he shunned the stirrings of capitalism and pointed to the 

dangers of wealth and power and the land grabs which denied native 
peoples what was theirs.  

Lastly, and perhaps most importantly for the Methodist Church, he was a 
great organizer and brilliant administrator. He saw merit and promoted 

those who showed it. He kept tabs on the thousands of preachers and lay 
workers, stewards and exhorters, within the network of class meetings, 

circuit Quarterly meetings, annual and general conferences held, though 

often working at the fringes of these rather than presiding over them. The 
concept of a Bishop (as the office of General Superintendent morphed into, 

much to the disgust of John Wesley) was as an itinerant missionary teacher 
and not as the later more territorial and settled and wealthy variant 

became. Itinerancy suited the outgoing nature of the Methodist movement 

in frontier America as well as reaching to the margins within urban society. 
Preachers like Asbury were expected to serve a 200-500 mile radius with 

25-30 preaching appointments every 2-6 weeks on their round. Love feasts 

and more occasional sacrament serviceswere central for the active 



members whose compulsory attendance at classes cemented the coherence 

of the movement.  

In conclusion, Asbury may be seen as a worthy product of Wesley`s 

Arminianism with its emphasis on Christian Perfection. As Asbury said: 
“How can things be made better?”. As he travelled round,t he time on 

horseback gave him much needed space for reflection and prayer, 
sometime ruing his mistakes and shortcomings but heightening his resolve 

to press on despite his insecurity of not knowing where the next meal 

would come from. He had, like Wesley, a genuine compassion for others, 
particularly the poor and marginalised. That flowed into his leading a 

simple life; his clothing was cheap and simple. He asked: “What do you 
need? A horse (with saddle and bridle) and one suit of clothes, a watch, a 

pocket Bible and a Hymn Book”.  Other things were an encumbrance. He 

gave away any surplus money to needy persons and causes. The lack of 
family and the need to create an intellectual legacy helped him focus on his 

main work of itinerant ministry and caring for his real family, the 

Methodist people. He wasn`t a charismatic preacher. He was a reluctant 
autocrat who helped shape and grow the movement whose earliest 

American Saint he was. As he approached his end, he headed north to 
Philadelphia in January 1815 to do three things which remained central to 

his ministry; to preach, to collect money for the poor, and to visit his old 

friends.  That year he visited 
eight annual conferences. By 

early 1816, he was exhausted 
and his health declined rapidly. 

He had to be carried into his last 

sermon on 24th March at 
Richmond. He died peacefully 

seven days later, on 31st March 

at the home of a Methodist 
member in Spotsylvania County. 

 As Wigger records: “he died as he lived, unencumbered by this world`s 

things, travelling a back road on his way to preach the gospel to lost souls”. 

A procession of 30,000 followed as his remains were moved to Baltimore in 
May where the General Conference had assembled. Thus the earliest and 

apostolic era of American Methodism ended with the passing of its greatest 

worker in the virgin vineyard.  

Tim Macquiban 



Five Minutes for the Planet 

You know how it is – you search for a pen and the only ones you can find are 

broken or dried up.  

Here is something you can do in just five minutes to help the environment: 

• Scour the house for dead pens 

• Bundle them up and take them with you next time you go shopping in Salisbury 

• Take them into Rymans, which has a recycling box for old pens, so they can be 

made into new things. 

(and maybe buy a new pen – or a pencil). 

 

Fairtrade and Methodist way of life 
 

 
Anna Bishop, in a recent service, encouraged us to consider 
our own pot of money and how we use it, ie. at what cost to 
the environment etc, and how the small decisions and 
purchases we make can help to create a fairer world. 
 
The Fairtrade Foundation of which Traidcraft is a part, has 
been active in its lobbying on behalf of the 1,8 million 
Fairtrade farmers and workers worldwide leading up to 
COP26 and Glasgow. 

 
Climate change is already severely damaging the lives and livelihoods of farming 

communities who grow much of our food. They are on the front line of a worsening 

crisis they have done the least to cause. And deeply unfair trade means many 

simply cannot earn enough to adapt to rapid changes in weather. There is a petition 

which we are invited to sign: https://action.fairtrade.org.uk/page/89735/petition/1 and 

a poster which we have available which sets out the case for action in further detail. 

At the same time we invite you also to support our own Traidcraft shop - and 

particularly as Christmas approaches with our range of Christmas cards and other 

seasonal items. Monica is happy to take personal orders which means there is no 

charge for postage and, if there is anyone who does not usually manage to get to 

church but who would like to order from the catalogue, then if they ring me, I will 

make sure they get a catalogue. Your support would be appreciated by so many. 

 The fairtrade shop has taken approximately £530.00 over the last 4 weeks. 

Barbara Hickman on behalf of Fairtrade team:  01722 349740 

https://action.fairtrade.org.uk/page/89735/petition/1


A visit to The New Room Bristol 

The scheduled visit by a group of 8 members from SMC to John Wesley ’s Chapel in 

the Horsefair at Bristol did not have an auspicious beginning. Our train was delayed 

by nearly an hour by electrical faults on the level crossings near Romsey, but any 

anxiety was allayed by the warm, friendly and reassuring welcome we received from 

the staff at The New Room on our eventual arrival. 

We then had a short talk in the chapel which is the oldest Methodist building in the 

world and is unusual as it has 2 pulpits accessed from the gallery or outside (in case 

of rioting or mob unrest, as happened in 1788)! The top one is reserved for the 

preacher, the lower for Bible reading and prayers, while the communion table is at 

ground level.  

We were then invited to explore the chapel- the Victorian box pews, the gallery with 

wooden benches, the coat pegs lining the walls, the organ, which although it dates 

from 1761, was presented in the 1930s as singing was acapella in unison. The clock 

however, dates back to Wesley’s time. 

John Wesley was persuaded originally by his friend George Whitefield to preach in 

the open air, and on 2nd April 1739 he drew a crowd of about 3 thousand. 

Later that year the New Room was up and running- a meeting house, a schoolroom 

and with rooms for accommodation. In 1748 it was enlarged and redeveloped. 

Bristol at that time was deeply divided between rich and poor and Wesley met with a 

lot of opposition from both clergy and laity. His followers came from all over the 

country, from many differing backgrounds, both men and women, for in his eyes, 

women were created equally and were given equal status. 

He used the New Room as a school, a lending library a dispensary of medicines, a 

food bank and second-hand clothes unit. Many people were at starvation level-

bones left by the dogs were retrieved to be boiled up as broth for the family, and 

streets were so filthy merchants used sledges to transport goods, while every tenth 

house was a gin shop. 

The views Wesley held on education, diet, and the prevention of illness ring as true 

today as then. 

Bristol was then the leading centre of the slave trade and in 1788 he promoted the 

abolitionist movement. He was very much a man ahead of his time. 

The New Room hosts a short communion service every Friday at 1pm, but no 

Sunday services. The hymn we sang -with organ- was Be thou the bread of life, with 

just a short sermon. 

The quiet courtyard outside, surrounded by the noise and bustle of modern day 

Bristol, contains a fine bronze statue of John Wesley on horseback. Apparently, 

although he rode about 250,000 miles, Francis Asbury rode more! In WW2 in order 



to preserve the statue from bombing, it was bricked up and sandbagged. It survived 

intact, unlike a nearby church. 

Around the base of the statue are quotations: - ‘An ounce of love is worth a pound of 

knowledge’. And perhaps a precept for preachers? ‘To invite, to convince, to offer 

Christ, to build up and to do this in some measure in every sermon’. 

There is also a stable with model horse- did I detect the swish of a tail?! 

After lunch in the cafe there, while the rest of us explored the award winning 

museum housed in the rooms above the chapel, 3 of our party took the fifteen 

minute walk to Charles Wesley’s house in Charles Street where he lived with his 

wife Sarah and the 3 surviving of their 8 children. His 2 sons were musical prodigies, 

and one was described as ‘the English Mozart’. 

At the end of a most enjoyable visit, Kleem our taxi driver delivered us to the 

architecturally interesting station at Bristol, where thankfully our train home was on 

time! Two visits I decided, are still not enough to do justice to the New Room. There 

is still so much to discover. Why not try it for yourself? 

Mary Mitchell 

 

 

Francis Asbury 

There is a short biography of Asbury’s life on our bookshelves. It tells us more of the 

person who, at the behest of John Wesley, left the UK 250 years ago to reinforce 

the small Methodist society already meeting in Philadelphia and subsequently 

moving westwards. If any of our housebound members would like to read this book, 

they should contact their pastoral visitor. Books on loan should be entered in the 

small notebook. 

Barbara Hickman 

 

Christmas Bazaar  

Sat Nov 13th 10am-2pm 

Salisbury United Reformed church, 30 Fisherton Street, SP2 7RG. 

Festive fun occasion with raffle, cakes, gifts, crafts, jewellery. 

Coffee, light refreshments & lunches will be served. 

Free entry. 



My desire is to live more to God today than yesterday, and to be more holy this hour 
than the last. 

We should so work as if we were to be saved by our works; and so rely on Jesus 
Christ, as if we did no works. 

Whither am I going? To the New World. What to do? To gain honour? No, if I know 
my own heart. To get money? No: I am going to live to God, and to bring others so 

to do. 

Francis Asbury 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The November Newsletter was produced by Rachel and Simon Clarke. 

Items for the December/January Newsletter should be sent to Rachel Clarke 

no later than Friday 19th November 2021 

email: news.smc1759@gmail.com 

Material for consideration should be as follows: 

An A4 word or publisher document in Arial font size 14pt 

Please ensure you have consent for any material submitted. 

If you need help creating a document, please contact Rachel Clarke. 

01722 338392 
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Housegroups 
 

The Seekers will meet on Tuesday, 16 November 2.30 pm. Where? At 2 Hazelmere 
House, Harnham. We are seeking ideas to get going again. Ring me if you would 

like to join us 

Brian Mould 
01722 335443 

 

 

 
 

SAVE THE PLANET THIS CHRISTMAS! 
 

This Christmas, as we celebrate God’s gift to the world, we can find ways to give our 
own gifts to God’s beautiful world in gratitude for God’s love. Here are a few ideas.  

 
 
 
 

 

 
Why not send e-cards instead and donate the cost of sending greeting cards to a 

charity or good cause. 
 
 

 
 

Anna Bishop 



Re-usable Christmas Crackers and Crowns 
 

 
 

Crackers produce so much mixed waste each year that cannot be recycled. Even the 
recyclable versions are producing waste. But with these you can use them over and 

over for years! Should any stitching become loose over time, this can easily be 
mended. 

Fill with your favourite things, be it chocolates, lip balms, mini drink bottles, toy cars, 
stickers, reusable crowns or even make your own cracker gifts. 

These can be pulled apart like a traditional paper cracker. The velcro gives a slight 
crackle sound, or it is possible to add a cracker snap. 

Search on Etsy, or why not make your own? 
Anna Bishop 

 

 


