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When they saw the star,
they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.
Matthew 2 :10
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December and January at SMc
It has been a pleasure to see a steady increase in the numbers at morning worship
including the children and young people coming to CHYPS. We look forward to
seeing you at the various services planned for Advent and the Christmas period and
also at the Covenant service in January. For those people who cannot attend in
person we are delighted to see the high numbers watching the streamed services
either in real time or later during the week.
In addition to the services there is the important meeting at 6pm on Sunday 12
December. In the November newsletter Anna referred to the decision that Church
Council will be making following the Conference debate on God in Love Unites Us
and the vote to allow Churches to register as a venue for same sex marriages. On
the 12th Anna will be providing us with more information and give the opportunity for
discussion. This will allow the Church Council to make an informed decision based
uponthe feelings of the wider church membership. Please come to this meeting so
that your views may be heard.
In December
Sunday 5th December
10.30am Revd Anna Bishop, service to include Holy Communion.
6pm Revd Anna Bishop, Advent Carol Service.
Sunday 12th December
10.30am Revd Stephen Maunder.
4pm Mixed Blessings.
6pm Discussion, see above.
Sunday 19th December
10.30am Revd Anna Bishop, Nativity.
6pm Revds Anna Bishop/Stephen Maunder, Carol Service.
Friday 24 th December
4pm Revd Anna Bishop, Christingle.
11.30pm Revd Anna Bishop, Holy Communion.
Christmas Day
10.00am Revd Anna Bishop, All Age Service.
Sunday 26th December
No service.

In January
Sunday 2nd January
10.30am Revd Jane Taylor.
Sunday 9th January
10.30am Revd Anna Bishop, Covenant Service.
4pm Mixed Blessings
Sunday 16th January
10.30am Mrs Sue Holmes.
Sunday 23rd January
10.30am Revd Anna Bishop, All Age Worship.
Sunday 30 th January
10.30am Revd Philip Luscombe.
Information regarding evenings in January will be in the weekly news sheet.
Jim Gillings on behalf of the Stewards

CHYPS.............Is Back!
After months of lockdown, it has been a great joy to have our young people back in
our Sunday services – and back in CHYPS. We are particularly pleased to welcome
new families to the church, and new faces to both CHYPS groups.
The time that has passed means that we now have a larger group of older children,
and we face again the challenge of making Sundays both enjoyable and relevant for
them.
The younger group is smaller at the moment, and the children themselves younger,
but it’s still important to occupy them so that their parents can participate in worship.
Watch the notices for a date when we will meet to discuss how we arrange things for
our children in 2022 - and of course we need people who are prepared to come into
the hall and supervise on Sunday mornings. Jackie Weddell is the person to contact
to offer your services, and Paul Butler is the Steward to approach with any
questions.

How Are Methodist Ministers Appointed ?
In a recent letter from Rev Bryan Coates that you may have read, he explained that the
organisational body of the Methodist Church is known as the Connexion, which is a
world-wide organisation. In this country it is divided into 36 Districts, ranging from the
Channel Islands to Shetland and everywhere in between.
Each District is made up of a number of Circuits of varying sizes. Our church here in
Salisbury is the home church for the Salisbury Circuit , which includes ten other
congregations, and we are part of the Southampton District.
Methodist Ministers are usually appointed to serve in a particular church for three to
five years initially with the possibility to extend the appointment after two, and
subsequent years, by mutual agreement. Rev David Hookins was first appointed to this
church in 2012, and his invitation has gradually been extended to 2022. Unfortunately,
for health reasons, he has asked not to be re-invited beyond that period.
The search for a new Minister started in October this year. Every Methodist Minister
who is due to move in 2022 has to send in a personal profile to Head Office, which is
then sent out to any church asking for a new Minister. Unfortunately, as often happens,
there are more churches seeking Ministers this year than are available. The Circuit
Leadership Team and the SMC Stewards had to read and consider all the profiles they
were sent. Later the group met together to compare notes and recommendations and
produce a list of ‘possibles’ as we considered who might be most appropriate for the
Salisbury appointment and to lead us forward. This choice was more complicated
because in recent years David has also been working as the Circuit Superintendent.
Eventually the Chairmen of the Districts got involved to oversee the whole procedure
and we have been matched with Rev Dr Mark Cheetham from the Yorkshire District
who is the co-Superintendent of the Calderdale Circuit and has pastoral oversight of
Brighouse Methodist Church. He visited Salisbury on November 13th when, together
with the stewards from other circuit churches, we all had an opportunity for formal and
informal discussions.
Following that visit, we invited Mark to fill the role that David is leaving, and he has
accepted. Life in Salisbury will be very different for Mark and his family as they move
from the busy, industrialised north of England and a larger church to a more rural life in
Salisbury. He says that he likes a challenge and hopes that, with the support of the
congregation behind him, we will be able to build back better after the devastating
effects of the Covid pandemic. Together we can go forward to develop the Methodist
presence in our city.
We hope to have a welcome service for Rev Mark in September and a farewell,
thanksgiving service for David Hookins and Bryan Coates, who has been the acting
Superintendent, in June or July.
Val Liversidge

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Many of you are aware that this Connexional year I have committed to a theme of
gratitude for devotions at all the meetings we hold in the life of our church
community. Before we begin the business of each meeting, we take time to reflect
on the things we are grateful for in our own lives and in the life of this church. And it
is extraordinary how, in spite of the testing times we are living through, we are
discovering so much to be grateful for.
When we welcomed the Rev’d Dr Tim Macquiban to lead worship for our church
anniversary, it was such a delight to hear him say how “vibrant” he found our church
life, both in worship and in service. As a gifted musician himself, it was especially
lovely to hear him praise the quality of our music and singing group.
And it’s true: we are a church that puts its heart and soul into its worship. We are a
church that delights in God’s love for us, is brimful of love for one another, and
overflowing with love for the world. We are also so thankful that this loving way of
life is attractive to others, as we have welcomed new members of the congregation
over the past year and delighted in the gifts they are bringing. And with the same
generosity and thankfulness, I know that SMc will welcome Mark, Mariet and
Nathanael when they join us in September, and we look forward to getting to know
them.
For gratitude creates what we might think of as a ‘circular economy’: the more we
notice all the goodness and creativity in our church, the more we are thankful; the
more thankful we are, the more we love God and others; the more we love, the more
we long to offer ourselves and all that we are to God and to others; the more we
give our gifts, the more the vitality of the community grows. And so on…
And so Christmas can be a source of new energy. There will be much joy in the
giving and receiving of gifts, and our hearts will be opened to one another. And in
the birth of Christ we receive not only the gift of God made touchable and knowable,
but a Saviour who is self-giving itself, and who, in love, transforms us into his
likeness.
So when we come to renew our Covenant in the new year, I pray that we will be
filled with reinvigorated commitment to ‘Our Calling’ (worship, learning and caring,
service and evangelism) and fresh vision to discern how we respond to God’s calling
at SMc.
But first, may you each know the intimate and intimate love of God, born in your
hearts and in your homes this Christmas.

With love,

Anna.

Pastoral News
Jenny Franklin
It was with great sadness that we received the news that dear Jenny died peacefully
at Laverstock Care Centre on Monday 1 st November. Sarah and Jon’s message
included the following: We thank God for her life of faith and service and we are
thankful that she is now at peace and reunited with Michael. We are immensely
grateful to the SMC family for their love, care and prayers.
We join with them in gratitude for all that Jenny meant to us. She was a much-loved
member of our church family and offered her love, care and support unstintingly to
so many over the years. The loss of both Jenny and Michael is deeply felt by our
congregation and we send our heartfelt condolences to their family at this very sad
time.
From Sarah and Jon:
Jenny’s funeral service will be held at SMC on Thursday 2 nd December at 12.30pm,
with time afterwards for fellowship and refreshments in the Church Hall. This will be
followed at 3.00pm by a committal at Salisbury Crematorium for family and close
friends. Sarah and Jon thank everyone at SMC for their very kind messages of love
and support and for their prayers.
We have also received the following message from Rosemary Willis:
Elizabeth Mary Heazell nee Morrison passed away peacefully on November 13th
2021 aged 78 in Manchester following a short illness. Eldest daughter of the late
Alexander and Mary Morrison. Baptised, confirmed and married to Martin Heazell in
Salisbury Methodist Church. Mother to Professor Alexander Heazell FRCOG,
beloved sister of Katherine(Adams) and Rosemary (Willis). Liz was a friend to many,
a lady of considerable talents, and much loved aunt and great aunt. A thanksgiving
service will be held in Marple, Stockport.
It continues to be a difficult and anxious time for members of our church family, a
number of whom are awaiting hospital test results or possible future treatment. We
hold in our thoughts and prayers all who are coping with health issues, whether at
home, in hospital or in care homes, and those who are caring for them.
Congratulations: We send our love and congratulations to Philip Freemantle who
will be celebrating his 90 th birthday on 2 nd January. Enjoy your special day Philip!
Pastoral re-organisation: You may have heard that a number of our Pastoral
Visitors are stepping down after many years devoted service. This does mean that
changes will need to be made, but please don’t worry! The Pastoral team will be
working together in the coming weeks to ensure that appropriate pastoral care and
support continues to be provided to our church family, alongside all the informal
mutual caring which is such a part of our community. We welcome Jacqui Saunders
as a third new Visitor and thank her for offering to serve in this way. On 6 February
there will be a special Service of Commissioning for Pastoral Visitors and Listeners

from The Listening Place, where we will also show our gratitude to all those who are
stepping down.
Please contact your Pastoral Visitor or Monica Gillings (01722 743700), Sandra
Gunstone (01722 412847) or Margaret Rutt (01722 331013) if you or someone
you know would like to speak to a Minister. If you would just appreciate a
friendly chat, we are always here for you!
It is good to share church family news, so please let your Pastoral Visitor know
of anything you wish to share with others through the Newsletter. (Please
ensure that you have permission from the people concerned or their relatives
before sending items to Monica Gillings)

Fairtrade Shop
It has been a busy time at the shop with extra orders for the Christmas season, so
thank you for your ongoing support. We have a selection of Christmas cards in
stock, but if you would like to make a special order, please don’t leave it too long as
the most popular lines can sell out quickly. Christmas catalogues are available if
you would like one. We have a good supply of dates, cookies, boxes of Divine Dark
Chocolate Thins (Mint, Ginger, or Orange) and also Olive oil soaps from Palestine,
all of which would make ideal gifts for friends and family. Our thanks also go to
Terry Reynolds who has kindly produced some very pretty fabric-covered pocket
diaries (£3.00 each), with all proceeds going to Traidcraft funds. Limited stock so
don’t delay!
Takings for the last 5 weeks have totalled approximately £800.
Monica Gillings

“We didn’t see anyone that day. We had no expectations. Everything was
spontaneous. There wasn’t a single moment of stress. We laughed like crazy all
afternoon – though I couldn’t tell you what about. And there was definitely something
in the air – call it magic if you like – because that was the happiest Christmas any of
us could remember, which makes me think that perhaps, like luck, magic is
something we can make for ourselves. It isn’t something you can buy. It doesn’t
come as standard. And you don’t need to plan, or to overspend, or to wrack your
brains trying to come up with some extraordinary way to celebrate. Because
sometimes it’s the little things that bring us the greatest pleasure.”
― Joanne Harris

Making a Choice
Whatever you hoped for from COP26, and whatever
you think of the outcome of that meeting, it makes
no difference today to the people who face the effects of climate change every day.
Christian Aid’s December bulletin tells us about Adut Mariu, a mother of three in
South Sudan. Adut and all her neighbours used to depend on the local river for
water, and often her choice was to have dirty water for her family, or none at all.
Christian Aid’s local partners have now helped the community to dig a borehole,
which provides clean water – but that is not the end of the work. Climate change
affects the water supply in the whole region and people come from many miles away
to use it, choosing to travel for hours rather than use their muddy local supplies.
Their choices are not real choices, any more than Mary’s choice, to put her baby in
a feeding trough or have no bed for him at all. We are the ones with choices – to
remember and support our brothers and sisters across the world at Christmas.
caid.org.uk/climate
Paul Butler

The Iona Community has regional groups for their Members, Associates and friends
around the UK and beyond, but recently there has been none in this part of the
world. But this, we hope, is about to change. On Thursday December 2 there will
be an Advent gathering at Salisbury Methodist Church from 10.00 to 12.00 noon
which will include worship and a time of reflection and then a time of sharing as to
the future. Anyone interested in the worship and witness of the Iona Community are
welcome. For further queries please telephone 01722 349740.
Barbara Hickman

“God did not enter the world of our nostalgic, silent-night, snow-blanketed, peaceon-earth, suspended reality of Christmas. God slipped into the vulnerability of skin
and entered our violent and disturbing world.”
― Nadia Bolz-Weber, Accidental Saints: Finding God in All the Wrong People

Presidency reacts to COP26 agreement
Following the announcement that a final deal has been reached in Glasgow at
COP26 the Revd Sonia Hicks, President of the Methodist Conference and Barbara
Easton, Vice-President of the Methodist Conference, have released the following
statements:
The Revd Sonia Hicks said:
“Even after 200 marches in cities across the globe over the past two weeks, COP26
has not met expectations. The Methodist Church along with it partners have called
on COP26 to achieve the long-awaited promise of a $100bn per year to support
mitigation and adaptation for developing nations. This promise has yet to be
realised. In addition, communities devastated by hurricanes and other climate
related disasters are still waiting for the finance needed to repair loss and damage.
There was much resistance at COP26 to the establishment of such a fund.
“On a more positive note, the Glasgow COP summit will be marked as the summit at
which the end to public funding of oil, gas and coal gained traction with governments
although there is still much work to do here. The Methodist Church has for many
years engaged with oil and gas companies over their future investment plans. The
sector has been too slow to take action and, on the urging of Methodist Conference,
Methodist Church funds are now disinvested from all oil and gas.
“In the UK, we must deepen the dialogue across the whole of society and the
Methodist Church will contribute in this, along with other faith partners. Recognising
that we face a climate emergency the Methodist Conference has endorsed a
commitment to achieve net zero by 2030. More Methodist churches are becoming
Eco Churches yet we recognise that our churches also have difficult decisions
ahead as we look at how we use and heat our buildings and how we travel.
“There is no easy path to achieving economies that provide sustainable livelihoods
for all. Our world is riven with inequality, yet God gives us a vision of a different
future. It is a future in which justice, including climate justice, is at the heart of our
economic systems; a future which belongs to all and in which all are consulted,
heard and therefore flourish.”
Barbara Easton said:
“Over the last 18 months the global Methodist family have been brought together by
young people across 5 continents. The Climate Justice 4 All campaign, supported
by the Methodist Church in Britain and the World Methodist Council, has ensured
that Methodist partners could have a physical presence in the COP26 summit.
“Being in Glasgow alongside our sisters and brothers from the Pacific rim enabled
us to sit with people whose very existence is threatened by the climate crisis. They
spoke not just to summon us to urgent action but also to move on in our thinking
about this planet that God has made for us. As a church, we need a theology and a

spirituality that recalibrates traditional ideas of ‘dominion’, moving us to a closer
relationship of partnership with the planet and its people.
“It is tremendously important that when political leaders meet to negotiate climate
action, they meet in the presence of those for whom climate change has already
been devastating. At COP26, governments have not responded sufficiently to the
urgent crisis that we face, but thankfully the pace of action has been stepped up.
“The presence of different faith communities in Glasgow was evident. The richness
of being part of a global church is the opportunity it provides to appreciate our
diversity. It is only through dialogue with others that possibilities for action become
clear. United in Christ’s love and saving grace we must continue to work together to
realise justice for creation and all God’s people.”

More reaction can be found on the Joint Public Issues Team website here.

News and resources on climate justice and the environment can be found
here.
Anna Bishop

Loving God, Help us remember the birth of Jesus,
that we may share in the song of the angels,
the gladness of the shepherds,
and worship of the wise men.
Close the door of hate
and open the door of love all over the world.
Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting.
Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings,
and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.
May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children,
and Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts,
forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake. Amen.
-- Robert Louis Stevenson

Charitable giving during the Christmas season
For many years Jo Smith and Christine Anderson have been inviting us to put
Christmas cards on a noticeboard in the Welcome Area to send greetings to our
friends at SMc. They suggested that we donate the money that we would have
spent on multiple cards to a charity. Thank you to both of them for this contribution
to the mission of the Church. This year the Stewards are organizing this. To
encourage the saving of resources, we will put up one large card and invite you to
write a message of greeting and place a contribution in the box provided. The
money collected will go to the Salisbury Women’s refuge
Pre Covid, we donated the collections from the Carol Service and Christmas Day to
charity. Post Covid we do not pass round a collection plate during the service. To
maintain our charitable giving we are suggesting that you can donate via the Church
website or by contactless giving in the Welcome Area and in January appropriate
donations will be sent to Alabare and Salisbury Trust for the Homeless
Jim Gillings on behalf of the Stewards
At SMC we have become accustomed to two splendid hymns in Singing the Faith,
written by Martin E Leckebusch. Here is another which offers a different reality of
those in Bethlehem this Christmas and to the words of the carol so often sung.
Barbara Hickman
1 O West Bank town of Bethlehem, how still your victims lie;
the grieving weep, deprived of sleep; militia men roam by;
for through your dark streets raging the never ending fight:
such hopes and fears, such bitter tears are met in you tonight.
2 O morning news, O papers, report the dreadful dearth
of saints who sing to praise the King, of peace across the earth;
where Christ was born of Mary 'midst wondering angels' love,
in anguish deep, sad mortals keep few thoughts of things above.
3 How violently, how violently the hope of peace is riven;
can God impart to these torn hearts the blessings of his heaven?
Who now recalls his coming to this dark world of sin?
Where harsh words still promote ill well, can Christ now enter in?
4 O child once born in Bethlehem, draw near again, we pray;
you died to win this world from sin yet sin persists today.
May we, like Christmas angels, announce Immanuel,
till all are given a glimpse of heaven and not a taste of hell.
Martin E Leckebusch (born 1962) and Phillips Brooks (1835-1893)
© Kevin Mayhew Ltd
86867686

Thank you!!
Looking back on the Relay to COP26, we are overwhelmed with gratitude for all the
support and love we received. We very literally could not have done it without all of
you. We would like to thank everyone reading this email. And here are some specific
shout-outs:
•
Christian Organisations
who advised us and
supported financially and
logistically; especially
Christian Aid, Passionists,
Tearfund, the Church of
England Environment
Programme, the Church of
Scotland, the Quakers, and
Commitment for Life.
•
Churches who hosted
us, preached about the
Relay, put notices about us in newsletters, or prayed for us.
•
Route Section Team Leaders and Residency Hub Team Leaders: you were
directly responsible for the smooth running of your chunk of the Relay, and you all
did an amazing job.
•
Lead Walkers and Walkers: everyone who joined on the route, all the way
from a short stint as the Relay passed your doorway up to a week’s worth of walking
– we are grateful to you all.
•
On-Call Support, who helped us with our luggage and made us feel reassured
that help would be at hand in an emergency.
•
Accommodation Hosts who looked after us in your churches, halls, and
homes, giving us rest and shelter.
•
Chefs, Bakers, Banner-Makers, and everyone who helped to make us feel
welcome as we passed through communities: you truly showed us the abundance of
God’s goodness.
•
Meet-and-Greet and Event Organisers: from worship, to film screenings, to
academic panels, we have benefitted from a huge variety of events along the Relay:
we know these things take a lot of effort to organise and we are grateful.
•
Route Planners and Pre-Walkers: our Relay could not have happened without
a route to travel on, and we thank everyone who used their local knowledge or got to
grips with Komoot in order to plan our safe and beautiful walks.

•
Boat Contributors and Movers: a shout-out to those who made the boat and
the sails; those across the world who sent in fabrics and photos; and those who
helped transport the Pilgrim around the country between residencies.
•
Global Contributors, who shared your experiences from the frontlines of the
climate crisis in videos and other forms.
•
Families and Loved Ones: parents of YCCN members sewed sails, planned
routes, organised services, joined as walkers, and more. Generally, we would like to
thank all of the friends, family members, and loved ones who supported us and put
up with us during this intense year!
•
Prayers, Supporters, Social Media Hype-ers, MP Contact-ers: we felt
surrounded by love throughout the Relay, and we are grateful to every single person
who prayed for us, interacted on WhatsApp or Slack, offered help of any kind,
spread the word on social media and among friends, made origami prayer boats,
and contacted MPs about climate finance. Thank you to each and every one of you.
You are all amazing, and we are so grateful for your support of the Relay and
YCCN. Thank you!
Blessings,
YCCN
Anna Bishop
Christmas Eve
Christmas has a darkness
Brighter than the blazing noon,
Christmas has a chillness
Warmer than the heat of June,
Christmas has a beauty
Lovelier than the world can show:
For Christmas bringeth Jesus,
Brought for us so low.
Earth, strike up your music,
Birds that sing and bells that ring;
Heaven has answering music
For all angels soon to sing:
Earth, put on your whitest
Bridal robe of spotless snow:
For Christmas bringeth Jesus,
Brought for us so low.
Christina Rossetti

Our Zambia link
The hot weather is now prevailing in Zambia, and the number of coronavirus
cases is much reduced, with less than 15 new cases per day and less than 5 deaths
each week.
As a result activities are getting back to normal, though with the hands-facespace precautions.
School pupils are preparing for the usual school leaving exams in December.
Church worship and ministry in the United Church of Zambia (UCZ) is flourishing.
And, praise God, the rainy season has begun well.
New senior appointments have been made by the church. The Revd Dr
Jonathan Kangwa, who was in England three years ago as part of the District’s
Zambia link, has been appointed Vice Chancellor of the United Church of Zambia
University.
Jonathan is a theologian and church historian. One of his major articles deals
with the work of Peggy Hiscock in Zambia. Peggy, who died in Poole earlier this
year, was the first woman ordained in the UCZ. She had gone to Northern Rhodesia
a Methodist Deaconess and pioneered training of African deaconesses. She was
ordained a minister before the British Methodist Church ordained woman ministers.
On her return to work in England, Peggy was in our Southampton District and
helped to forge the District’s Zambia link.
Another of Dr Kangwa’s major articles is about the ministry of Rev Dr Peggy
Mulambya Kabonde, who served for years as General Secretary of the UCZ. When
she stepped down from that work last year, she came to work with the British
Methodist Church and lives in Melksham, working with congregations in West
Wiltshire.
As we give thanks for the ministry of women ministers and the Women’s
Christian Fellowship in the UCZ, we remember the Methodist women teachers who
established the first secondary school for African girls – at Chipembi - educating
girls who became leading professionals – in education, the law, diplomacy and
medicine.
Please continue to pray for our partner congregation – St John’s in Lusaka –
as they pray for us.
Cecil King
Give us, O God, the vision which can see Your love in the world in spite of human
failure.
Give us the faith to trust Your goodness in spite of our ignorance and weakness.
Give us the knowledge that we may continue to pray with understanding hearts.
And show us what each one of us can do to set forward the coming of the day of
universal peace.
-- Frank Borman, Apollo 8 space mission, 1968

Pause For Prayer
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was filled with sorrow at the tragic death of his wife in a
fire in 1861. The American Civil War broke out the same year, and it seemed this was
an additional punishment. Two years later, Longfellow was again saddened to learn
that his own son had been seriously wounded in the Army of the Potomac.
Sitting down to his desk, one Christmas Day, he heard the church bells ringing. It was
in this setting that Longfellow wrote these lines:
I heard the bells on Christmas Day
Their old familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet
The words repeat
Of peace on earth, good will to men!

It was as if an earthquake rent
The hearth-stones of a continent,
And made forlorn
The households born
Of peace on earth, good will to men!

And thought how, as the day had come
The belfries of all Christendom
Had rolled along
The unbroken song
Of peace on earth, good will to men!

And in despair I bowed my head;
"There is no peace on earth," I said;
"For hate is strong
And mocks the song
Of peace on earth, good will to men."

Till, ringing, singing on its way,
The world revolved from night to day,
A voice, a chime,
A chant sublime
Of peace on earth, good will to men!

Then pealed the bells more loud and
deep.
"God is not dead, nor doth he sleep!
The wrong shall fail,
The right prevail,
With peace on earth, good will to men!"

Then from each black, accursed mouth
The cannon thundered in the South,
And with the sound
The carols drowned
Of peace on earth, good will to men!
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------In the lonely places
The wilderness
Where we stand forlorn
Windswept and alone
Your voice calls out
Prepare a way for the Lord
In the dark places
The shadows
Where we hide our fears
Embrace our tears
Your voice calls out
Prepare a way for the Lord
faithandworship.com

Kings
We were not three.
And not kings.
At least not when we arrived.
And really more curious than wise, craning for the truth in starlit skies.
But at least looking,
At least checking
What we thought we knew:
A king born for the Jews.
No, we were not wise.
More stupid than wise,
Asking another king
To point us to a rival’s cradle.
But at least asking,
And finding truth in the old scroll,
Truth a murderer would not recognise,
But wary still to ply us with winsome lies
And play a deferential role.
No, we were not so wise.
More blind than wise,
Searching for a king
For someone else.
But at least searching,
And finding, in someone else’s king,
Our end, the end of lifeless ways,
The rule for all our days.
Later they fancied us kings.
In that, there was only this truth:
He who would wear a crown
Must first bow low,
Must first bow down.
Mark Greene

“The important thing is not to stop questioning. Curiosity has its own reason for
existence. One cannot help but be in awe when he contemplates the mysteries of
eternity, of life, of the marvellous structure of reality. It is enough if one tries merely
to comprehend a little of this mystery each day.
― Albert Einstein

To everything there is a season, and a time to every matter under heaven…
Ecclesiastes 3:1
Dear Beloved in Christ,
As observed in Ecclesiastes, there is a time for everything. Certainly, as we age, we
become more and more aware of that truth. This biblical author might have written,
‘There’s a time to work and a time to….’ We are tempted to write ‘play,’ but the
correct word this time is ‘retire.’
Yes, after nearly forty years of active ordained ministry, and with Tod turning 68 this
coming July, the time has come for us to lay down our vestments, turn in our church
keys and step aside for the ministry which follows. In conversation with Wessex
Synod Moderator, Clare Downing, and the Church Elders we have set our
retirement date at 31 July 2022.
It is with sadness that we will be leaving you. It is with gladness that we have
walked with you these days, weeks, months and years. It has been a joy and
privilege to share this period of our life and this leg of our faith journey with you.
In the meanwhile, the work of the church continues. May God bless us all in the
months of ministry and mission ahead and with our preparations to meet the future.
In Christ’s service,
Ana and Tod
Banner by Elizabeth Grey-King

“It’s Christmas Eve. It’s the one night of the year when we all act a little nicer, we
smile a little easier, we cheer a little more. For a couple of hours out of the whole
year, we are the people that we always hoped we would be.”
— Frank Cross, from Scrooged

Five Minutes for the Planet
Are you like me – you have put off thinking about Christmas and then you end up
doing Christmas shopping in a rush?
When you are buying things, take five minutes to think about the environment:
• Do you really need more plastic decorations, made in China?
• Look at food items - where have they come from? Can you find food grown
nearer to home?
• Wrapping paper, crackers, serviettes –can you recycle them when they have
been used?
• Could you get what you want from a charity shop, and benefit their cause as
well?
• Whatever you are buying, has it got more packaging than it needs? Is there a
less packaged alternative?
• Is there a home-made alternative gift, that would give your time and love as well?
(and above all, rejoice, because Christmas is more than any of these things).
Paul Butler

From Bethlehem To Salisbury
The Cathedral Dean, The Very Revd Nicholas Papadopulos, said: "I have heard
him speak. He, and the work he does, is inspirational."
ALROWWAD is an extraordinary arts programme which runs in a refugee camp at
Bethlehem. We are honoured that Melissa Scott, who established the UK Friends of
Alrowwad, is bringing Abdelfatteh, Alrowwad's founder to our city.
Sarum Concern for Israel-Palestine [SCIP], has arranged for Abdelfattah to speak at
the URC Church, by kind permission of Ana and Tod Gobledale on:
Wednesday 8th December, 7.00 for 7.30pm.
Alrowwad means Pioneers for Life. Alrowwad for Culture and arTs (ACTs) was
established in Aida refugee camp-Bethlehem in 1998. Alrowwad, is an independent,
dynamic, community-based not-for-profit organization. It empowers children and
women through creative and non-violent means:
'Beautiful Resistance against the ugliness of occupation and violence.'
Barbara Hickman

Boxing Day Walk?
We have no Sunday service that day. If anyone were interested in a 3/4 mile walk
that morning - possibly in the New Forest leaving at 10.30 - then please speak with
me.
Barbara Hickman

Salisbury Women's Refuge
Salisbury Women's Refuge is always very grateful to the churches of Salisbury for
their support of the refuge. This year there will be a box for gifts in the welcome
area, the gifts will be delivered to the refuge at 11.30 am on Wednesday 15th
December.
Ideal gifts would be
Ladies......
Hats, gloves, scarves, socks, slippers, hot water bottles, toiletries, cosmetics,
notebooks and pens, books, chocolates and sweets.
Children...
Hats, gloves, scarves, socks, slippers, hot water bottles, toiletries, colouring books,
pencils and crayons, reading books, toys, chocolates and sweets.
The refuge have requested that these new Christmas gifts are not pre wrapped so
that they can be matched appropriately to the adults and children concerned.
Liz Chick

Christmas Card To A Prisoner Of Conscience
Each year Amnesty International through their Write for Rights campaign encourage
us to send Christmas cards to those imprisoned for their conscience to show them
that they’re not alone. This year there will be an opportunity to sign cards in the
Cathedral Cloisters on Sunday December 5 and in St Thomas’ Church on Saturday
morning Dec 11.
Barbara Hickman

“Politicians compete for the highest offices. Business tycoons scramble for a bigger
and bigger piece of the pie. Armies march and scientists study and philosophers
philosophise and preachers preach and labourers sweat. But in that silent baby,
lying in that humble manger, there pulses more potential power and wisdom and
grace and aliveness than all the rest of us can imagine.”
― Brian D. McLaren

What is Advent?
Advent is a term from the Latin word 'adventus' which means ‘arrival’. It is the time when
we remember that Jesus came into the world in Palestine over 2000 years ago. Many
churches include an Advent ring (sometimes called an Advent wreath or crown) in their
Advent services, which take place on the four Sundays leading up to Christmas Day.
During the season of Advent, Christians across the world are waiting and preparing for the
celebration of the arrival of God into the world through the birth of his son, Jesus Christ.
Advent is a time to celebrate light in the midst of dark ness.
The Advent ring
The Advent Ring is made of a circle of evergreen branches laid flat to symbolize eternal
life. Four candles (traditionally red) stand in the circle and each one represents one of the
four Sundays of Advent. In the centre of the circle is a fifth candle (traditionally white), the
Christ Candle, which is lit only on Christmas Day.
Why is the Advent ring so special?
The ring reminds us of God, His eternity and endless mercy, which has no beginning or
end. The evergreen on the ring speaks of the hope that we have in God - the hope of
newness, of renewal, of eternal life.
Candles on the ring
We use the Advent candles to celebrate this period with one lit every Sunday of Advent so
that during the last week before Christmas all four candles are lit. The last central candle,
which represents Christ, is lit on Christmas Day.
One of the traditional themes for the four Advent Sundays is:
God's People - the candle of HOPE.
Hope is like a light shining in a dark place. As we look at the light of this candle we
celebrate the hope we have in Jesus Christ.
The Prophets - the candle of PEACE.
Peace is like a light shining in a dark place. As we look at the light of this candle we
celebrate the peace we find in Jesus Christ.
John the Baptist - the candle of LOVE.
Love is like a candle shining in a dark place. As we look at the light of this candle we
celebrate the love we have in Jesus Christ.
Mary the Mother of Jesus - the candle of JOY.
Joy is like a light shining in a dark place. As we look at the light of this candle we celebrate
the joy we find in Jesus Christ.
The fifth candle represents the birth of JESUS CHRIST, God’s son.
The flame of this candle reminds us that Jesus is The Light of the World and that if we
follow Him, we will never walk in darkness but will have the true light of life.

To make an Advent ring, first colour in the holly leaves, berries and ribbon on your ring.
Then colour the four smaller candles RED but leave the bigger one WHITE.
On each Sunday in Advent, colour in the flame on a RED candle and add it to your ring.
On CHRISTMAS DAY, light the WHITE candle by colouring in the flame. Add this to the
middle of your Advent ring. This candle represents the birth of Jesus, The Light of the
World.

Barbara Hickman

“And when we give each other Christmas gifts in His name, let us remember that He
has given us the sun and the moon and the stars, and the earth with its forests and
mountains and oceans--and all that lives and move upon them. He has given us all
green things and everything that blossoms and bears fruit and all that we quarrel
about and all that we have misused--and to save us from our foolishness, from all
our sins, He came down to earth and gave us Himself.”
― Sigrid Undset
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The December/January Newsletter was produced by Rachel and Simon Clarke.
Items for the February Newsletter should be sent to Rachel Clarke
no later than Friday 21st January 2022
email: news.smc1759@gmail.com
Material for consideration should be as follows:
An A4 word or publisher document in Arial font size 14pt
Please ensure you have consent for any material submitted.
If you need help creating a document, please contact Rachel Clarke.
01722 338392

Christmas stress
Lord we all expect so much from the festivities of Christmas.
We always think that other people are having the perfect time
with families round the tree.
But there can be so much stress, Lord.
We pray for families who only see each other at Christmas:
they may all want to celebrate in quite different ways.
We think about the empty places at tables
where loved ones no longer sit.
We pray for new family groups making their own traditions;
For those in the armed forces
and others who have to be away from home,
or just at work.
Lord, help us all to relax and rejoice
in the true meaning of the season.
Amen.
rootsontheweb.com

