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Your love, LORD, reaches to the heavens,
your faithfulness to the skies.
Your righteousness is like the highest mountains,
your justice like the great deep.
Psalm 36 v 5-6
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Worship during March and April
In order to include the Lent and Easter information this article includes the services
for March and April. We are delighted that this year we are be able to hold the early
morning Communion services during Lent. These will start at 8.00 am and will be
followed by breakfast butties. Thank you, Paul Emerson, for arranging this.
In past years the Ash Wednesday services have been held at the URC church. To
enable the congregation to be suitably distanced, this year the service will be at St
Thomas Church, as will the Maundy Thursday service.
Advance notice: - we are very pleased to welcome John Bell of the Iona Community
as our preacher on Sunday 8thMay (you will have sung many of his hymns). This will
be followed by a lunch. He will then be leading a workshop at 2.30 pm in the
afternoon. There will be a Circuit Service at 6.00 pm. On Monday 9th John will be
leading a workshop at Sarum College. Further information about both days to follow.
Thank you Barbara Hickman, for inviting John to SMc

Services during March and April: Wednesday 2nd March Ash Wednesday
6.00 pm St Thomas
Friday 4th March
2.30 pm World Day of Prayer
Sunday 6th March
8.00 am Revd Margaret Jones HC
10.30 am Revd Anna Bishop HC
Sunday 13th March
8.00 am Revd Philip Luscombe HC
10.30 am Revd Cecil King
4.00 pm Mixed Blessings
Sunday 20th March
8.00 am Revd Stephen Maunder HC
10.30 am Mrs Gwen Leslie AA

Sunday 27th March
8.00 am Revd Anna Bishop HC
10.30 am Revd Anna Bishop
Sunday 3rd April
8.00 am Revd Jane Taylor HC
10.30 am Revd Anna Bishop HC
Sunday 10th April
8.00 am Revd Judy Davies HC
10.30 am Revd Philip Luscombe
4.00 pm Mixed Blessings
Thursday 14th April Maundy Thursday
7.30 pm St Thomas
Friday 15th April Good Friday
10.30 am Revd Anna Bishop
Sunday 17th April Easter Day
8.00 am Revd Anna Bishop HC
10.30 am Revd Anna Bishop HC AA
Sunday 24th April
10.30 am Revd Judy Davies

HC

Holy Communion

AA

All Age Worship

CHYPS, our meeting for children and young people will take place every Sunday
during the 10.30 am service except for those indicated as All Age Worship.

8.00 am services will not be live streamed.
10.30 am Sunday services will be live streamed.
Jim Gillings on behalf of the stewards

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
When I was doing my A Levels, I can remember being extremely proud of myself for
ploughing through every one of the 400 pages of Thomas Hardy’s “The Return of
the Native”! Actually, I loved it, so it was no hardship. But I felt very smug, because I
knew full well that many of my classmates had given up in despair after the first
chapter, and just watched the film. So imagine my exasperation when I opened my
exam paper and found that the question was about chapter one! It wasn’t fair! It
wasn’t right that those who hadn’t bothered to do the work should have the same
chance of success as me, who had slogged so hard.
All of us have experienced injustice, but hopefully for most of us it has been no more
serious than my trivial example! But I suspect we are all familiar with that sense of
outrage when we, or those dear to us, are subject to injustice.
This Lent we are invited to draw on that personal sense of outrage, as we look
around and reflect on the many and deep-seated injustices in our society and in the
world. We are invited to listen to the experiences of those whose lives are marred by
injustice, and to feel with them the outrage and despair.
But as Christ’s followers, we are invited, too, to move beyond despair to hope. We
are invited to dream dreams of a just world, to wrestle with what is needed to make
it a reality, and to seek God’s guidance for what our own part in that might be. We
are invited, as Brian Wren’s hymn says, “to offer all that faith can do, while love is
making all things new.”
Throughout the Methodist Church in this country, our sisters and brothers are
engaging with these issues in the Walking with Micah project. One of the books
recommended is Isabelle Hamley’s “Embracing Justice”, which is this year’s
Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book.
And so, with a perfect serendipity we will be running joint Lent Groups
with St Thomas’s and the URC, to discuss the “Embracing Justice”
book. The groups will meet on Mondays at St Thomas’s during the day
time (more details to follow), and on Thursdays at 7.15 pm here at SMc.
Please let me know if you would like a copy of the book.
Even if you can’t make it to either of the groups, you can still engage with this theme
through the Lenten daily devotional, “Live Lent: Embracing Justice” available from
SMc, and online using videos at https://homegroups.org.uk/series/embracing-justice/
and https://thebigchurchread.co.uk/embracing-justice/.

With love,
Anna.

Church Council meeting
Church council met on 25th January 2022. The following issues were discussed, and
decisions taken:
- Perhaps most significantly, members of Church Council voted (by paper ballot) to
register SMc premises for same-sex marriage and to hold services of blessing for
same-sex couples who have been married elsewhere.
- Unfortunately, due to the uncertainties of Covid and changes in the leadership of
our ecumenical partners, the usual Three Church Holiday Club will not be held this
year. Linda hopes to organise a few Saturday family craft mornings at SMc during
the summer in its place.
- It is possible that SMc will hold an event to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee in June;
the nature of this event has yet to be decided.
- Due to the importance of the livestream for the church, and the possibility of
reputational damage if something went wrong, livestream directors must be
appointed by Church Council. Currently, Nick Rutt, Rob Tarlton and Jonathan Piper
are authorised by Church Council to perform this role.
- There is a fine balance to be struck between encouraging people who may lack the
confidence to return to in-person church services to join us and ensuring that we do
not put pressure on people to attend if it is not safe for them to do so.
- Southampton District Synod will be held at SMc on Saturday 2nd April.

Please let me know if you wish to be added to the distribution list for Church Council
minutes.
Helen Browncross

“Self-denial means knowing only Christ, and no longer oneself. It means seeing only
Christ, who goes ahead of us, and no longer the path that is too difficult for us… . Selfdenial is saying only: He goes ahead of us; hold fast to him.”
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Circuit News Update as of September 2021
We are not too good about sharing news across the Circuit but I will do my best to
keep you informed and in particular, after the Circuit Meeting which takes place 3 times
a year.
The Circuit meeting is open to everyone and takes place in our different Methodist
Churches and Chapels across the Circuit. People who are not a member of the
meeting will not be able to vote. The next meeting is at SMc on Tuesday 22nd March at
7.30pm.
As the last meeting was in September 2021, some of the news is now history.
All churches have opened up for Sunday morning worship but there is no evening
worship, apart from SMc, which has been trialling different ways of evening worship.
Many activities have now resumed across the Circuit.
• Woodfalls are aiming to do everything ecumenically. Thursday mornings there is
coffee and a food exchange. Sunday worship takes place once every 3 weeks in
the Methodist Chapel & there is an informal Wednesday service followed by
lunch. The Nativity Festival was well received by those who went along. We are
being urged to support them.
• Pitton joined in the YCCN relay walk. A lot of new people have moved into the
village and a ‘Coffee Together’ event was held so people could get to know each
other. Tuesday afternoon is tea and cake.
• Wellow Wood – the Trustees and members have decided they want to be known
as Wellow Wood Chapel and have decided to break away from the Methodist
Church (there are 8 Methodist members and 2 local preachers within the
congregation).
With the Circuit Administrator leaving, we are grateful to Liz and Ian for their
involvement. Sarah has been given extra hours to cover some of the work.
Dawn Heslington
Circuit Meeting Secretary

I asked a wise man, ‘tell me sir, in which field could I make a great career?’
He said with a smile, ‘be a good human being. There is a lot of opportunity in this area
and very little competition.’
Anon

Pastoral News
It was with great sadness that we learned that Sue Buttimer, a much-loved member
of our church family, had passed away peacefully at home on Tuesday 8th
February. She showed such strength and courage throughout her illness and always
thought of others before herself. We give thanks for her care and love, and for her
life of faithfulness and service. May she rest in peace and rise in glory. We hold
Doug, Helen, Kate and all the family in our prayers at this very sad time.
We continue to hold in our thoughts and prayers all those known to us who are
coping with health problems, whether at home, in hospital or in care homes, and
those who are caring for them. We are very grateful to Revd Steve Hawkes who, as
hospital chaplain, is so willing to visit any of our members in SDH. His visits are
greatly appreciated.
Welcome Coffee Morning
10.30 - 12.00 Saturday 12 March
(In the Hall at Salisbury Methodist church)
We are holding a coffee morning to welcome those who have joined us for worship
at SMc in the last few years. We haven't held such an event since 2017 and it has of
course not been possible to plan anything before now because of Covid restrictions.
It will be an opportunity to meet new people over a cup of tea/coffee and cake, and
perhaps even to 'put a face to a name'! It would be lovely if some longer-standing
members of our congregation could come along too, to help us all to get to know
each other a little better.
Get connected! - We know that the use of technology for communication has
increased in all areas of life since the start of the pandemic. What a joy it has been
to be able to access our worship online, thanks to our wonderful tech team. But
technology can also be baffling and frustrating when your laptop/tablet/smartphone
seems to have a mind of its own! Help is at hand - we are holding an initial drop-in
session at SMc on Tuesday 22 March from 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm where friendly
experienced tutors will be on hand for one-to-one advice and support, along with tea
and cake. See the flyer on the back page for full details.
If you don't have appropriate equipment at home, the tablets provided by the circuit
are still available to borrow. They are brought to you ready set-up, are simple and
straightforward to use and additional help can always be provided. Please contact
Monica or your Pastoral Visitor know if you would like to try one.

Please contact your Pastoral Visitor or Monica Gillings (01722 743700), Sandra
Gunstone (01722 412847) or Margaret Rutt (01722 331013) if you or someone
you know would like to speak to a Minister. If you would just appreciate a
friendly chat, we are always here for you!
It is good to share church family news, so please let your Pastoral Visitor
know of anything you wish to share with others through the Newsletter.
(Please ensure that you have permission from the people concerned or their
relatives before sending items to Monica Gillings)

As the world fights to figure everything out,
I’ll be holding doors for strangers,
letting people cut in front of me in traffic, saying good morning,
keeping babies entertained in grocery lines,
stopping to talk to someone who is lonely,
being patient with sales clerks,
smiling at passers by.
WHY?
Because I will not stand idly by and
live in a world where love is invisible.
Join me in showing kindness,
understanding, and judging less. Be kind to a stranger,
give grace to friends who are having a bad day,
be forgiving of yourself – today and everyday.
BE the change, BE the light,
start today and never stop
AudreyLovesParis

Three Churches Lent Groups: Embracing Justice
What might a spirituality shaped by biblical portrayals of justice look like for
the church of the 21st century?
Mondays at St Thomas’s: midday (beginning 7th March)
Thursdays at SMc: 7.15pm (beginning 10th March)
Although the world is broken, unequal and violent, the call to
reflect God’s own justice and mercy continues to sound like a
steady drumbeat, impossible to ignore. In company with our
ecumenical partners, join Isabelle Hamley this Lent, and
discover that we can all join God’s mission of transformation and
embrace God’s justice.
Full of practical encouragement, the Archbishop of Canterbury’s
Lent Book for 2022 brilliantly weaves together biblical texts,
diverse voices, contemporary stories, and personal and group meditations to reveal
liberating and imaginative ways in which me may grow in discipleship – and more
fully reflect the justice, mercy and compassion of Christ in our lives.
Contact Anna for a copy of the book.
Why not use the “Live Lent” daily devotional, which follows the
same theme?
It invites us to examine our own lives truthfully, to see the world
more deeply and to pray – for the church and the world far and
near – that ‘justice may roll down like waters, and righteousness
like an ever-flowing stream’ (Amos 4.24).
•

•

The adults' edition offers a daily Bible reading, a short
reflection and a prayer, as well as a practical challenge for
each day of Lent. Each week follows a different thread through the many
stories of justice in the Bible to explore how God works with humanity to bring
justice, wholeness and salvation to all.
The kids' edition provides a fun daily action to help children and their families
explore how we can live well together, as well as a weekly reading and prayer.

Our Zambia link
In late January and early February, parts of eastern and southern Zambia were
devastated by tropical storm Ana. The storm hit Mozambique and then spread far
inland causing flooding and destroying homes and crops. Pray for the people affected
and for the work to help people in need and to restore damage.
On 25th January, a minibus run by the United Church of Zambia from Southern
Province to Lusaka crashed into another vehicle and seventeen people were killed.
Pray for the bereaved families and everyone ministering to them.
Good news is that the number of Covid cases and Covid deaths has fallen fast in
recent weeks. In most ways life is back to normal, though “face – hands – space” is still
the advice and, in church, many people are wearing masks and bumping elbows rather
than shaking hands. Give thanks to God for vaccines and health workers, and pray
that more testing kits will be provided.
The United Church of Zambia (UCZ) runs nine health facilities – from clinics to
hospitals – scattered over the country; they have been heavily overworked during the
pandemic. The new UCZ Health Secretary is Mrs Gina Oliver, a Zambian nurse. Pray
for her as she travels to the nine facilities and works to support them in their work.
Gina’s husband is British Methodist minister: Rev Malcolm Oliver; pray for him as he
joins the family in Zambia and takes up ministerial duties in Lusaka.
Our linked congregation – St John’s UCZ, Mtendere – ask that we give thanks to
God that the life and mission of the congregation have revived after the restrictions on
church activities when Covid was at its worst.
Please continue your prayers for our partners in Zambia as they continue to pray
for us.
Cecil King

Sharing Cake
The sharing of cake at the All Age Worship on February 20th brought back to mind
something I had long forgotten. It happened on a weekend retreat with the University
Chaplaincy. There were about twenty of us, and we were presented with a cake and
told to divide it among us. We looked at it for some time: it was a very small cake and
there was no chance of cutting it into twenty slices. Then one of my friends got up, cut
himself a thin slice and shared it with the people next to him. It made a profound
impact on me – the lesson that you may not be able to solve the whole problem, but
you can do something for someone.
Paul Butler

Small groups were the heartbeat of the early Methodist Church, and It is
really exciting that so many Methodists are discovering how their
spiritual life can blossom through belonging to one. This course will
equip you to lead a small group with confidence. It is being delivered in
partnership with Salisbury Methodist Circuit but is open to all who seek
to grow in this vital ministry. Over the course of 6 evenings in March and
April 2022 we will:
• Look at the rationale for small groups, both biblically and within the
Methodist tradition
• Explore how adults learn and how groups work
• Learn about the role of the facilitator and plan our own small group
• Finally, in a supportive environment, you will have the chance to
put into practice what you have learnt by delivering part of an
online small group
Each session will run from 7-8.30pm on the following dates:
1, 8, 15, 29 March
5, 12 April
To get the most of out of this course we would strongly recommend that
you attend all six evenings.
This event is happening online via Zoom. Please visit
https://www.zoom.us/download once you have booked tickets to find the
best way for you to access this event.
Book online at:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/small-group-leader-training-tickets231013265897?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
Anna Bishop

TakeTime Together
A six-week Lenten journey
TakeTime meditations are a perfect way to find calm and peace in the busy-ness of
life. If you haven’t tried TakeTime before, you’re in for a treat. We’ll be using
‘TakeTime’ meditations to lead us in time and thought through the events of Holy
Week leading up to and including Jesus' crucifixion.
When:

Weekly on Tuesdays starting 1 March to 5 April

Time:

from 14:00 to 15:00

Where: Zoom – Salisbury URC
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89190316526
(Meeting ID: 891 9031 6526)
There will be a waiting room, so please be patient.
Who: The series is hosted by Salisbury United Reformed Church. We have invited
members of St Thomas’s, Salisbury Methodist and Loveland United Church of Christ
(Colorado) to join us. Come as you are! No particular faith background or Biblical
knowledge is needed to attend, enjoy and benefit from this TakeTime Lenten
journey.
What: TakeTime meditations use your imagination to provide a calm, comfortable
space in which to meet God. The six weekly themes are based on the passages
below:
Session 1 (1 March) Session 2 (8 March) Session 3 (15 March) Session 4 (22 March) Session 5 (29 March) Session 6 (5 April) -

Luke 4:1-14 Tested in the wilderness
Luke 13:31-35 Jerusalem
Luke 13: 1-9 The Judgement of God
Luke 15: 11-32 Love for the lost son
John 12:1-8 Anointed by Mary
Luke 19:28-34 Into Jerusalem

Each session will include conversation, personal reflection and Bible Study. The
TakeTime meditations, each a video of about 12 minutes, are intentionally inclusive,
non-directive and experiential.
For more information please contact Ana & Tod Gobledale or Joan Smith at
salisburyurc@gmail.com

Pause for Prayer

A prayer for Ukraine:

The news can be difficult to listen to and to read.
When that news relates to faces we know
And to voices familiar to us,
It becomes all the harder to hear.
Lord God,
We ask you to hold the people of Ukraine deep in your heart.
Protect them, we pray;
From violence,
From political gamesmanship,
from being used and abused.
Give, we pray,
the nations of the world the courage
and the wisdom
to stand up for justice
and the courage too,
to dare to care - generously.
Lord in your mercy,
Take from us all,
The tendencies in us
That seek to lord it over others:
Take from us those traits
that see us pursuing our own needs and wants
before those of others.
Teach us how to live in love
And dignity
And respect - following your example.
In your name and for your sake,
Amen
Church of Scotland

2022 Lent & Holy Week Schedule – United Worship, Study &
Fellowship
United Worship Services – St Thomas’s, Salisbury Methodist, Salisbury United
Reformed
Ash Wednesday (2nd March)
6:00pm at St Thomas’s -in-person only
Service of Penitence – Preacher: Revd Tod Gobledale
United service with St Thomas’s and URC
Maundy Thursday (14th April)
7:30pm at St Thomas’s, in-person only
Liturgy of the Last Supper - Preacher: Revd Anna Bishop
Salisbury URC Choir singing
United service with St Thomas’s and URC
Lent Study & Fellowship Opportunities
Take Time Together Lenten journey - Weekly on Tuesdays 14:00 to 15:00
Zoom only - link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89190316526
Hosted by Salisbury URC
Session 1 (1 March) Session 2 (8 March) Session 3 (15 March) Session 4 (22 March) Session 5 (29 March) Session 6 (5 April) -

Luke 4:1-14 Tested in the wilderness
Luke 13:31-35 Jerusalem
Luke 13: 1-9 The Judgement of God
Luke 15: 11-32 Love for the lost son
John 12:1-8 Anointed by Mary
Luke 19:28-34 Into Jerusalem

Mondays: Book Study at St Thomas’s – ‘Embracing Justice’ by Isabelle Hamley, inperson (time tbc)
Tuesday lunches at St Thomas’s – in-person programme with a speaker and a light
lunch available afterwards (probably 12:00)
Tuesdays: Faith in Art Series at St Thomas’s – alternative weeks commencing 8
March, in-person (time tbc)
Thursdays: Book Study at SMc - ‘Embracing Justice’ by Isabelle Hamley, in-person
7.15pm

Cry for Hope: Lent 2022
We invite you to join us in a new 5-week series launching on 6th March!
We are delighted to be launching a series of studies for Lent 2022 focused on the
Palestinian Cry for Hope and associated themes. This series will include live online
events with international speakers, discussion, prayers and actions every Sunday for 5
weeks during lent.

Each of the events will be recorded, and the videos posted online so that Lent groups
can use them during the week. To further assist, there is a full programme available,
including questions for group discussions, prayers and actions.
For those groups/individuals that wish to join us live every Sunday evening at 6pm, we
have some fantastic speakers lined up! Here is a snapshot of what we have planned,
and you can sign up using the link below.

Sunday 6th March: Why was “Cry for Hope” written?
Revd. Dr.Munther Isaac and a UK speaker

Sunday 13th March: The Christian Community in Palestine
ZoughbiZoughbi and a Christian Palestinian woman

Sunday 20th March: Is Israel an Apartheid State?
Allan Boesak and Brian Brown

Sunday 27th March: Is it true that you cannot follow the gospel and support the
occupation?
Mark Braverman and Ulrich Duchrow

Sunday 6th April:

Why is it a Cry for Hope?
Rev. John Howard and a speaker from Israel/Palestine.

Barbara Hickman

Five Minutes for the Planet
When I had to clear my late mother’s house, I found all the duplicate items stored in
the back of cupboards (I mean, how many lampshades do you need these days?),
and all the things that had been kept in case they might be useful. It made me look
at my own house and wonder what I was storing that could be better used by
someone else.
The time for spring cleaning is approaching, and there are so many opportunities for
surplus items to be given a new life:
•
•
•
•

Charity shops
Direct donation e.g. appropriate clothes to Encircles or John Baker House.
Freecycle (https://www.freecycle.org/)
Recycling e.g. mobile phones, watches and jewellery to Paul Butler for Christian
Aid.
• Wiltshire Council will collect large items for recycling or re-use (enquiries 0300
456 0102)
• Churchfields Household Recycling Centre can divert many kinds of waste away
from landfill
Refuse...Reuse...Recycle... Refuse...Reuse...Recycle...
Paul Butler

Gift Aid
Thank you to members of our Church who donate to our Church and to the many
who are in the position to gift aid their donations. This government scheme enables
us to claim an extra 25% from HMRC on your giving.
The claim for this year will be processed in May, if your tax position has changed
over the past year and you find yourselves no longer tax payers let me know. If tax
is claimed from non tax payers HMRC will claim it back from you.
Also if you would like to give regularly to the Church via standing order and would
also like to join the Gift Aid Scheme please contact me, Sue Gilbert, via the Church
office and I will get the relevant forms forwarded to you.
Sue Gilbert
Gift Aid Secretary

Fairtrade Shop
This issue of the Newsletter comes in the middle of Fairtrade Fortnight. This year the
focus is on climate change and the growing problems this poses to farmers and
workers within the Fairtrade community. Each time we make a purchase with the
Fairtrade logo, whether it is from the SMc shop or a supermarket, we connect with and
support a farmer or more likely a farming co-operative facing real threats to their future
livelihoods.
Thanks to the profits from our own shop sales in the last year, we are delighted to be
able to make donations to the following charities: Traidcraft Exchange (£400), Shared
Interest Foundation (£400), Wi'am Conflict Resolution Centre in Bethlehem (£400),
SMc (£100). Thank you for all your support which has made this possible. The display
in the corridor with booklets (please help yourself) gives more information about
Shared Interest and Traidcraft. Wi'am is partnered by the Amos Trust and is an oasis
for Palestinian communities in and around Bethlehem. Situated next to a main
checkpoint and overlooked by a military watchtower and the Separation Wall, the
centre provides a joyful place of peaceful resistance through its cultivation of
community gardens complete with children’s play area. Its programme of educational
and recreational activities brings hope to a people living under occupation.
With Easter approaching we have a selection of Easter cards and Easter eggs. A wider
range of items (available to order through Monica) can be seen in the new Traidcraft
spring catalogue.
Our sales for the last 4 weeks have totalled approximately £420.
Finally, a thought (by Martin Luther King) and a small part of a prayer (by Sophi
Tranchell, former CEO of Divine Chocolate) taken from 75 Prayers for a Better World,
the recent Christian Aid book mentioned in the last newsletter:
Before you finish breakfast, you’ve depended on more than
half the world.
We pray for the farmers who are facing droughts, floods and
storms: that God may grant them strength and hope for the
future as they work to adapt to the changing climate.

Barbara Hickman

Vacancies at Church
I am hoping that you have been thinking about volunteering for the roles available at
SMC highlighted in February's newsletter
These are
Audio Visual – See Nick Rutt and Rob Tarlton who would welcome more hands.
Worship Stewards – See Jeannette Lake who will be able to give you more
information.
Pastoral Visitors – Monica Gillings would love more people to share the pastoral
care of the Church family.
The young people {CHYPS} would benefit from a few more hands on a Sunday
morning – See Paul Butler.
Coffee Bar – We would love more people on the rota for Wednesday mornings – it’s
a sociable role and as well as making tea and coffee you will make a few friends
too. Carolyn Clarke will be really pleased if you feel you can help.
All of these roles are important and will mean so much to the life of the Church.
Please do consider them – join the great team of volunteers at Salisbury Methodist
Church. Speak to any of the stewards or the Church office for more details.
Sue Gilbert

Newsletter delivery
We would like to say a huge thank you to Diana, Catherine, Margaret, Katrina,
Barbara, Jayne and Paul, who have been delivering printed Newsletters to those
who were unable to read it online during the last two years. When they agreed to
deliver the Newsletters none of us expected it to go on for so long. So we thank
them all for their support and commitment which has been very much appreciated.
Liz Chick

Sarum Fellowship in Lent
The group will meet weekly during Lent from March 8th. We will be using the book
‘At Home in Lent’, an original way of approaching Lent through different household
objects gleaning spiritual lessons from their use and history. Encouraging us to
consider our faith journey in the light of the Easter story.
All are welcome to share with us on Tuesdays at 2.15pm in Room 1.

Sue Curnow & Liz Chick

Christian Aid week 2022 – May 15th -21st
Hungry for Justice
Around this time last year I wrote about how we had all
been preoccupied with the pandemic but the challenge of climate change remained
unaltered, and was particularly affecting rural Africa. I could easily say the same
today; we may be weary of Covid, and (as I write this) battered by storms, but our
livelihoods are not under threat.
Christian Aid Week this year will focus again on the hunger and injustice that climate
change is inflicting on the poorest communities in the world. Our own Christian Aid
service at SMC takes place on Sunday 15th May. In 2021 we delivered collection
envelopes labelled with return addresses, and while this meant we received fewer
individual donations, they still amounted to two thirds of our previous year’s total.
We would like to collect in the same way this year, but if everything comes together,
I hope to be in Australia in May, so I need a willing lieutenant who can co-ordinate
this year’s collection. Please contact me if you think you could help!
Paul Butler

Poems For Palestine
This collection of poems can be read as poems or as psalms
or as prayers or as pleas or as a combination of all these
four Ps. On Wednesday March 2 there will be an opportunity
to share in the reading of some of these poems (the choice
will be yours) at the Quaker Meeting House in Wilton Road
from 2.30 - 4.00 pm. The book can be ordered through
Waterstones or direct from the Hesperus Press at a cost of
£9.99 which includes a donation of £1 to Palestine Children's
Relief Fund. Everyone welcome - with or without this book.
Wednesday March 2
In the Quaker Meeting House on Wilton Road from
2.30 - 4.00 pm.
Barbara Hickman

TWO DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
On Saturday, April 2nd we will be hosting the meeting of the Southampton District
Synod at this church and representatives from all the Methodist churches between
Portland and Midhurst, Reading and the Isle of Wight will be coming, about 200
people.
To help the day run smoothly, we will need lots of volunteers both on the premises
and to help the visitors actually find the church. We will also need people to sign the
representatives in, and to serve refreshments as people arrive, and at lunchtime, and
before they go home at about 3.30pm. We will also need lots of cakes to offer for
people to have alongside the packed lunches they will bring with them.
Please add your name to any of the lists you see asking for volunteers nearer the
time. Thank you.
Traditionally, the General Church Meeting for this church is usually held in either
April or May. You probably remember that because of the restrictions of the Covid
pandemic, we were not able to do so in 2020 and we actually held the General
Church Meeting for last year, 2021, in September instead.
This year we will be having our General Church Meeting in April, but it will not be on
a Sunday. Because Easter is late this year, there does not seem to be an
appropriate Sunday when we could have our meeting, so, as an experiment, the
meeting will be held On Tuesday 26th April, at 7.00 pm.
This is the meeting for EVERYONE who is interested in the life of Salisbury
Methodist Church. We will review what has been happening since the last meeting
and, perhaps more importantly, you will be able to hear about our plans for the
future. You will be asked to vote in a new team of Church Stewards and those
people who will go forward as representatives from this meeting to sit on the Church
Council, the main decision-making body of the church.
The April Newsletter will contain reports from all the different groups, so please read
the details before you come to the meeting.
Val Liversidge

“He said not 'Thou shalt not be tempested, thou shalt not be travailed, thou shalt not
be dis-eased'; but he said, 'Thou shalt not be overcome.”
Julian of Norwich

John Bell
John Bell will be in Salisbury on Sunday 8th May and Monday 9th May.
On Sunday 8th May he will be preaching at the morning worship at 10.30am. other
things will happen in the course of the day so watch this space.

On Monday 9th May he will lead a short course at Sarum College from 10.00am to
4.00pm entitled Revisiting the Psalms. Full details can be found on:
https://www.sarum.ac.uk/short-courses/revisiting-the-psalms/. The cost is £60 which
includes lunch and refreshments. Early booking is advised.
John Bell is a member and employee of the Iona Community, an ordained minister of
the Church of Scotland, a hymn writer and occasional broadcaster.

Jim Gillings

A prayer for Ukraine from the Methodist Church

Dear Lord
Author of all peace who through your son reconciled us to yourself, we pray for peace
in our world at a time of heightened tensions.
We pray
for our governments and political leaders – for wise counsel and sound initiative to
defuse tension
for diplomats – that they may have space to negotiate
for the people of Ukraine – that their close ties with the people of Russia and other
neighbours will remain strong even in the face of military threat.
We pray that all governments commit time to dialogue and understanding, respect the
will and freedom of all peoples, invest in welfare and alleviation of poverty and reject
militarism and the threat of violence.
May Christ’s teaching and example be our inspiration, may hearts and minds be
changed, and may your holy spirit be at work transforming each of us day by day,
Through your everlasting grace and mercy.
Amen

FUNDRAISING COFFEE MORNING
Saturday 5th March 2022
9:30 am-12 noon
At St Thomas Church
In Support Of Our Methodist Outreach Workers

A litany for biblical mothers
Eve, mother of our humanity,
teach us true wisdom, that all life is precious in God's sight.
Sarah, Hannah and Elizabeth, yearning for a child,
comfort and strengthen all who know the pain of infertility.
Hagar, condemned to the harshness of exile,
sustain those who struggle to feed their sons and daughters.
Rebecca, bride from a far off land,
welcome women who must bring up their families among strangers.
Rachel, weeping for your children,
weep with all mothers whose children have disappeared.
Jochebed, mother of Moses and Miriam,
lend your ingenuity to women who seek protection for their children.
Naomi and Ruth, bound together by a love greater than blood,
show us how bitter disappointment can become the sweetness of hope.
Mary, daughter of Israel, mother of Jesus,
share with us God's secrets you have pondered deep within your heart.
From New Start Worship Resources for the Millenium, Book 2.

“I started to imagine Mary tugging at the shirt of Jesus and saying, I will not keep
silent. I will obey you and I will tell others to obey you but I will not keep silent.
People are thirsty. In John's Gospel, Mary is not the young virgin pondering sweet
things in her heart. In John's Gospel, Mary is not surrounded by singing angels... I
started to see Mary in a long line of prophets who have not kept silent. The prophet
Mary stands and says, "Lord we've run out of wine and people are thirsty." And
Jesus hears her.”
Nadia Bolz-Weber
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The March Newsletter was produced by Rachel and Simon Clarke.
Items for the April Newsletter should be sent to Rachel Clarke
no later than Friday 18th March 2022
email: news.smc1759@gmail.com
Material for consideration should be as follows:
An A4 word or publisher document in Arial font size 14pt
Please ensure you have consent for any material submitted.
If you need help creating a document, please contact Rachel Clarke.
01722 338392

