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Worship in May 

Please note that there are some changes to our usual pattern of services this month. 

There will be no Mixed Blessings and there is the addition of the Easter Offering Circuit 

service on May 22nd. 

 

Sunday 1 May      10.30am Revd Anna Bishop HC 

 

Sunday 8 May      10.30am Revd's Anna Bishop/John Bell (see below) 

 

Sunday 15 May   10.30am Revd Anna Bishop AA 

 

Sunday 22 May   10.30am Worship Leaders 

                               6.00pm Circuit Easter Offering Dedication Service 

 

Sunday 29 May   10.30 Mr Michael King 

HC     Holy Communion 

AA     All Age Worship 

 

CHYPS, our meeting for children and young people will take place every Sunday 

during the 10.30am service except for those indicated as All Age Worship. 

10.30am Sunday services will be live streamed. 

May 8th 

The 10.30am service will be led by Revd Anna Bishop and the preacher will be Revd 

John Bell. John is a Church of Scotland minster, a member of the Iona Community, a 

hymn writer and broadcaster. 

Following the service there will be the usual time of fellowship with refreshments. 

You are then invited to bring a picnic lunch (hopefully to be eaten in the garden if you 

wish) where we can join in fellowship with visitors who are joining us for the day. 

At 2.30pm John will lead a workshop in the sanctuary on "Good reasons to Sing". 

There will be a bookstall provided by Wild Goose publications. 

We hope that as many of you as possible will join us for lunch and the afternoon. 

On Monday May 9th, John will lead a short course on "Revisiting the Psalms" at Sarum 

College from 10.00am to 4.00pm. To book for this please visit the Sarum College 

website. 

 

Jim Gillings on behalf of the stewards 



Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
This week my morning walk is taking me through our local 
Bluebell Wood. I could not begin to describe its beauty to 
you; the trees rise through an unbroken carpet of violet as 
far as they eye can see, and the sweet scent is 
overwhelming. It may be sentimental to be moved to tears 
by the tender beauty of fresh beech and bluebells, but I 

soon found that I was weeping not only in delight and gratitude, but also in grief for all 
the places where such loveliness is being destroyed; I can’t bear the thought of this 
precious place being torn up by shells, smothered with plastic waste, blackened with 
air pollution or submerged under rising sea levels. 
 

And I know this is happening to so many places I have never seen myself, but where 
there must be just as much beauty. When I opened myself to the love of this particular 
place, that love led me beyond this local spot, to a passionate care for all natural 
beauty. Suddenly these were no longer ‘causes’, but real losses that touched me 
nearly. That is what love does to us. It brings us joy, energy and fulfilment, and through 
this it transforms us so that we become available for the transformation of the world 
beyond ourselves. 
 

Sometimes the life of Christian Discipleship seems like a set of obligations, a list of 
demands which, if you’re anything like me, you often feel inadequate to meet. And we 
as preachers and clergy are much to blame for giving that impression over the 
centuries and still today. But the Bluebell Wood has reminded me that to see it in this 
way is to start at the wrong end. 
 

Christian Discipleship is a matter of love. We need to start with what we love, what is 
life-giving and to give it our full attention and commitment. Love growing within us will 
do the rest. 
 

For many years I felt that in a busy life, barely keeping my head above water, the 
‘green’ agenda was just one demand too many for me to meet. But as I have 
reconnected with the natural world over the last few years, my whole way of life has 
been transformed, through that love growing in me. It now makes me happy to spend a 
bit of time sorting the recycling and a few extra pence on all-renewable energy, to 
make a small detour to refill glass bottles of cleaning and washing supplies. I’m not at 
all sad that I will never fly again and I look forward to the day we can afford an electric 
car and an air-source heat-pump. None of these small things feel like demands or 
obligations, but are a life-giving part of my relationship with the natural world I love. 
That love has changed my way of life at every level, through gratitude and satisfaction. 
 

So what or whom do you love with a devotion that transforms your whole way of life? 
Perhaps it is your children or grandchildren, which leads you to want all children to be 
as safe and as happy as yours. Perhaps you have cared for somebody you love, which 
has made you long for all who are ill or elderly to be cared for with dignity and 
devotion. Maybe you yourself have had an experience so healing and life-changing, 
that you want everybody in your situation to be able to have that experience. 
 

It is, of course, my job to say that we need more volunteers in all areas of church life! 
But it is also my role to remind you not to be so caught up in the demands and 



obligations of church life that you become cut off from what you love, and what gives 
you energy and joy. 
The path of Christian Discipleship is different for each of us. Yours may not lie within 
church activities at all, or it may be at the very heart of them. But both we and others 
know when we are on the authentic path of Discipleship by these two signs: that it is 
life-giving for us AND life-giving for others. 
 

So find what you love: spend time delighting in it and devote yourself to it. And love will 
do the rest. Love will show you the way. Love will transform you and the world around 
you. 
 

With love, 
 

Anna. 
 

God is love is love 
 

On 5th April the Superintendent Registrar for Wiltshire personally delivered the 
certificate confirming the registration of the Salisbury Methodist Church building for the 
solemnisation of mixed sex AND same-sex marriages. This was just one day after 
Anna received notification of her appointment as an authorised person for the 
solemnisation of mixed sex AND same-sex marriages in the building. 
 

Therefore we are now legally able to hold marriages of ALL people in our building. A 
press release will be sent to the Salisbury Journal. 

Anna Bishop 
 

Five minutes for the planet 

" Do you want a bag?", asks the assistant. 
And I take one because I have forgotten to bring one, or I have already filled it with 
groceries. 
Sometimes I manage to re-use the new bag, sometimes it gets thrown away, along 
with the plastic wrapping from vegetables acquired when I have forgotten to take a 
mesh bag. Most of our waste now is packaging like this, and ends up in landfill. 
Why not take five minutes to think about how to reduce the number of bags going into 
your bin? 
 

Paul Butler 

Poetry at SMc 
 

‘Oh to be in England…..’. Well that was last month. 
‘My love is like a red, red rose……’ Well that’s for next month. 
But now ‘And I’m to be Queen o’ the May, mother, I’m to be Queen o’ the May. 
 
So Poetry at SMC will restart on 
Friday 6th May in Room 1 at 10am. 
The subject will be ‘Here and Now’. 

All are welcome.          Mary Mitchell 



Pastoral News 
 

We continue to remember those members of our church family who are struggling with 
ill health.  We hold them and those who care for them in our thoughts and prayers. 

Please remember Audrey and Brian Mould at this time - at time of writing Audrey is 
very poorly and is being cared for in Harnham Croft. 

We remember, too, those who are housebound and unable to attend in person for 
worship.  We give thanks that through modern technology and the gifts of our hard-
working tech team many are able to join with us in our live-streamed services. 
 

Get Connected/Techie Teas - The session held in March was very successful and 8 
people came along with their laptops, tablets or phones and greatly appreciated the 
friendly help and advice they were given.  Many thanks to Jane and Andrew for 
providing this service.  We are holding 2 further Tuesday afternoon drop-in sessions on 
May 17th and 24th, 2pm - 4pm, so do come along and enjoy a cuppa along with expert 
problem solving!  Following on from these, pre-booked half hour slots will be available 
as required on the 31st. 
 

It was a joy and a blessing to welcome new Members into our fellowship at our Easter 
Sunday morning celebration, and we give thanks for their faithfulness and 
commitment. It was also a joy to welcome back some dear familiar faces. 
 

Thanks - Sandra and Paul Gunstone would like to thank all their friends at SMc for 
their warm wishes on their Golden Wedding. 
 

Congratulations - We send our love and somewhat belated congratulations to 
Jonathan and Katharine on the occasion of their marriage and wish them every 
happiness as they settle into their new home. 
 

It is good to share church family news, so please let your Pastoral Visitor know of anything you 
wish to share with others through the Newsletter.  (Please ensure that you have permission 
from the people concerned or their relatives before sending items to Monica Gillings) 
 

Please contact your Pastoral Visitor or Monica Gillings (01722 743700), Sandra Gunstone 
(01722 412847) or Margaret Rutt (01722 331013) if you or someone you know would like to 
speak to a Minister.  If you would just appreciate a friendly chat, we are always here for you! 
 

 
 

 

"Katharine and Jonathan 

would like to thank all at 

SMc for the kind and 

generous gift given on the 

occasion of their wedding. 

We are most grateful and 

will enjoy spending the 

voucher." 



 

 

From The Stewards 

 

On behalf of everyone at SMc I would like to thank all those who enabled Lent to be a 

time of Worship, Reflection and Fellowship. These included the supernumerary 

ministers, worship stewards and communion stewards without whom we could not 

have run the early morning communion services. Thank you also to all those who 

cooked and served the Lent breakfasts I know they were much appreciated. This year 

during Holy Week the sanctuary was open for a time of meditation and reflection based 

upon the Stations of the Cross. Thank you, Kate, for this addition to our ministry. 

Elsewhere you will have read about the visit of John Bell who will preach on the 

morning of May 8th and lead a workshop in the afternoon. Hopefully the sanctuary will 

be filled with the sound of singing that day. 

I was at the first Friday gathering of Ukrainian refugees and their hosts. We were very 

aware that this was a much-needed time for the families to meet and share 

experiences in their own language. By the time you read this hopefully Friday morning 

will have become an established meeting time. 

Valerie Liversidge 

At the General Church meeting Valerie stepped down from her role as Church 

Steward. One of her favourite phrases is "if you want a job done ask a busy person". I 

am very aware of just how much Valerie has done quietly behind the scenes to enable 

life at SMc to function during the last difficult years. E-mails have been sent, phone 

calls have been made and again recently face to face meetings have been had to 

check that things have been organised, I's dotted and Ts crossed, all in addition to her 

work with the local preachers. On behalf of everyone at SMc thank you very much 

Valerie for all that you have done. Somehow, however, I will be very surprised if this 

busy person does not find another role in SMc life to keep her even busier. 

Stewards for 2022/23 

At the General Church Meeting Jacqui Saunders was elected as the new Church 

Steward. The team for the next year will be Jim Gillings, Paul Butler and Jacqui 

Saunders. Helen Browncross and Jon Piper will shadow the stewards for the year. 

Jim Gillings 



 



Pause for prayer 

 

Prayer of confession 

 

Good God of creation, 

we sing praise to you. 

But even as we raise our voices 

we know we have faltered and failed. 

Walking on paths that turned our hearts inward, 

sitting with those who scoffed 

at the cries of the poor, 

mocking those on the margins, 

denying the earth in her distress. 

Too often our leaves have withered 

our branches are barren 

We have failed to be pruned 

and the axe is now poised. 

Poised to cut down 

the excesses that crucify all creation, 

the systems that impoverish all people, 

the privileges that diminish our faith. 

But even now it is not too late. 

For in the face of judgment 

comes the offer of grace 

and the hope that deadwood can spring to life 

Where we have failed to bear good fruit 

and share your abundance for the earth 

GOD HAVE MERCY 

When our actions and intentions 

have been as chaff for the winds of heaven 

GOD HAVE MERCY 

Forgive us. 

Restore us. 

Inspire us now 

to delight in your purposes, 

to embrace your possibilities, 

to inhabit your promises, 

to flourish as fruit for the world you so love 

and bring healing for all the nations. 

AMEN. 

Christian Aid 

 



Our Zambia link: 

 

The United Church of Zambia (UCZ) has celebrated Easter in worship almost 

“normally”, still wearing masks but with full churches and choirs in full song. 

Covid cases are falling in number, and reported deaths from Covid are very few. 

Still there is a desperate shortage of medicines and medical equipment, and our 

prayers are asked for the UCZ Health Secretary, Gina Siatwinda Olivier, 

as she works to make sure there are sufficient staff, equipment and medicines in 

UCZ’s two hospitals and nine clinics. 

The UCZ’s newest venture for outreach is fundraising to build new TV and Radio 

studios in Lusaka. 

Each congregation is asked to give at least 2,000 kwacha. The present UCZ radio 

station opened in 2014; the premises were gutted by fire in September 2021 but got 

back on air a month later. Now the church wants new studios that will broadcast the 

Gospel to people in the eight official languages of the country, reaching the farthest 

village through the most up to date media. 

Our Southampton District’s link with the Lusaka Presbytery should be revitalised by the 

planned visit of Rev Chipasha Musaba, UCZ General Secretary, to the District in July. 

After that we pray and trust that people exchange between our congregations will be 

resumed. 

Our link congregation of St John’s. Mtendere, joined in the open air Palm Sunday 

worship with other Christian congregations in Mtendere followed by a march of witness 

bearing gifts to the nearby Chainama Hospital. Now that the pandemic is in decline in 

Zambia, the minister, Rev Godfrey Gama, and the Church leadership team are reviving 

and refreshing the outreach and mission of St John’s. 

Pray for St John’s congregation, as they pray for us. 

Cecil King 

 
Almighty and merciful God, 

whose Son became a refugee 
and had no place to call his own; 

look with mercy on those who today are fleeing from danger, 
homeless and hungry. 

Bless those who work to bring them relief; 
Inspire generosity and compassion in all our hearts; 
and guide the nations of the world towards that day 

when all will rejoice in your Commonwealth of justice and of peace; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

 

From the Presentation of the recent World Methodist Peace Award to - The Revd Dr 

Inderjit Bhogal in Sheffield. 

(He is an ex-President of the Methodist Conference and was the founder of the City of 

Sanctuary Movement). 

Barbara Hickman 



 

 

Fairtrade shop 
 

Two random items this month: 
 

Firstly, holding crosses. -  olive wood, from Bethlehem - which we have in the shop, 
costing £4.50 each.  Traditionally a holding cross was something to hold in time of 
need.  It is not the usual cross but smooth with rounded edges to make it feel good in 
the palm of the hand.  I suggest it might also be used (a) by those in our community 
participating in our weekly worship on line;  (b) by pastoral visitors wishing to give 
sustenance to those within their pastoral group;  (c) by ourselves in whatever 
circumstances.   And Anna/Grace have told me that children at Mixed Blessings hold 
them when praying for others. 
 
Secondly, I have just received the latest Shared Interest issue which I shall leave on 
the table in the Welcome Area.  You may recall from the SMc March newsletter that 
£400 of our profits from the shop went to the Shared Interest Foundation.  The strap 
line for Shared Interest is Investing in a fairer world.  It is a Fairtrade financial co-
operative based in Newcastle and formed in 1990 by Traidcraft and the like.  It 
provides credit and financial services to Fairtrade producers, retailers, importers and 
exporters throughout the world.  It is rightly proud that it has recently received - for the 
third time - the Queen’s Award for Enterprise and Sustainable Development.  Today 
producers in Africa and the Americas are being supported to incorporate climate smart 
practices which of course is absolutely paramount if they are to survive.  A lot more 
information can be found on their website.   And a suggestion:  If you have money in 
the bank which is not giving much of a return then you might consider investing a small 
amount in Shared Interest which admittedly will not give much of a return either but 
there would be satisfaction in knowing that the money was being put to good purpose 
for the benefit of their farmers/producers. 
 
Our shop takings for the last 5 weeks totalled approximately £661.00, plus £410.00 
from the March Cathedral Stall and £221.40 from a special order of Zaytoun products. 
 

 
Barbara Hickman 

 
 
 

“I don’t regret anything I’ve ever done in life, any choice that I’ve made. But I’m 
consumed with regret for the things I didn’t do, the choices I didn’t make, the things I 
didn’t say. We spend so much time being afraid of failure, afraid of rejection. But regret 
is the thing we should fear most. Failure is an answer. Rejection is an answer. Regret 
is an eternal question you will never have the answer to. “What if…” “If only…” “I 
wonder what would have…” You will never, never know, and it will haunt you for the 
rest of your days.” 

Trevor Noah, Born a Crime: Stories From a South African Childhood 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/50150838


 
 

On Friday 15th April Room 1 was packed with people talking eagerly, but the dominant language was 

not English – it was Ukrainian! Already three or four Ukrainian families had arrived in the Salisbury 
area and they, along with their hosts and other volunteers, gathered for the first opening of our 
Community Hub. The Ukrainian families had fled everything they knew, leaving homes, possessions 

and other family members behind, and were clearly feeling dislocated and disorientated. The 
opportunity to meet other Ukrainian people and to speak together in their mother-tongue was clearly 

very precious. And for hosts, too, there was great support in being able to share experiences of 
opening their homes and their lives to strangers. In a quiet way it was deeply exhilarating to see 
community beginning to be formed. 
 

From Friday 24th April onwards, the Hub will be open in the Welcome Area 10am-Midday every 
Friday, but as time goes on it may be necessary to consider longer and/or more frequent opening. As 

more families arrive in the Salisbury area, the need for Ukrainians to be warmly welcomed by local 
people into a place where they can connect with each other and spend time together will only grow. 

However, people coming from Ukraine will have many other needs, and as the weeks go by the plan 
is to use the Hub to offer all kinds of support, including: 
 

• Language classes – English for Ukrainians and conversational Ukrainian for locals! 

• Food parcels in partnership with The Pantry Partnership 

• Clothing/toiletry supplies in partnership with WILTSHIRE for UKRAINE 

• Support with application forms for schools/GPs/Bank Accounts/Benefits/Jobs etc 

• Medical advice in partnership with the Salisbury Walk-In Health Service 

• Support with finding employment and/or training 

• Information and welcome packs 

• Orientation tours of Salisbury 

• The Listening Place 

• Wellbeing activities and opportunities 

• Integration into Toddler Group for families with small children  

• Spiritual support in partnership with the Ukrainian Autocephalus Orthodox Church, the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, as well as the local Catholic community 

• Opportunities for Ukrainians to share their rich culture and cuisine with locals 

• Signposting to other services 
 

As well as providing a physical meeting place, we are also building a network of local people who can 
offer various kinds of specialist support and advice, and trying to enable those who want to help to 

connect with those who need it. We are also making valuable connections with the city and county 
councils, local services, charities and organisations who can help. To facilitate this, we have two 

wonderful volunteers, Jane Ebel and Jill Tomalin, who will be working in the office, with Sarah’s 
blessing. We hope to be a single point of contact for Ukrainians, their hosts and people who wish to 
help. The email address is: ukraine@salisburymethodist.org.uk and the phone number is: 

07341 141632. 
 

Of course, the aim of the Hub is to support Ukrainians and their hosts, but it is already becoming 

apparent that, in doing so, we are also building community locally, and putting SMc at the heart of the 
life of our city. Many of the relationships we are building with charities, services, organisations and 

individuals are likely to bear fruit far into the future, as our church’s profile is raised. 
 

The Hub is organised in the same way as The Listening Place: the day-to-day running will be 

undertaken by an inter-faith, ecumenical management group, including key members of SMc. This 
group will be appointed by and accountable to the SMc Church Council and therefore be regulated by 

mailto:ukraine@salisburymethodist.org.uk


Salisbury Methodist Church policies on Safeguarding and GDPR. The costs of heating, lighting, 
telephone and computer links, printing and tea/coffee/biscuits will be part of the SMc budget for all 

church activities. Additional funds will be raised by fundraising and grant applications. 
 

Please do get involved and help out. You will certainly be enriched by building new relationships with 

people from Ukraine and also local people. There are so many ways in which you could help, 
including: 

• Staffing the coffee bar on Friday mornings 

• Being a welcoming presence and a listening ear and playing with children on Friday mornings 

• Offering your own expertise to Ukrainians (eg education, health, legal matters or general 

filling-in forms) 

• Admin support 

• Sharing your hobbies and skills as a wellbeing activity 

• Inviting Ukrainians for meals or taking them for days out 

• Showing Ukrainians around Salisbury, supporting with shopping etc. 

• Offering to support a particular Ukrainian family or host family by building a long-term 

relationship 

• And many, many other ways… 
 

Valerie Liversidge is the main SMc point of contact for this work, as she is the Church Council rep on 
the management group, so do get in touch with her if you would like to help, or use the contact details 

above to get in touch with Jane or Jill. 
 

Anna Bishop 

Another five minutes for the planet! 
 

Do you or does anybody in your family use an aerosol inhaler AKA 
“puffer”? 
 

Did you know they contain gases that contribute to Climate 
Change? 
 

But there is a very easy solution! Dry powder inhalers are much better for the planet 
and for many people they are much easier to use and more effective as well. 
 

By switching inhaler you could 
reduce your personal carbon 
footprint by 150-400kg per year – 
that’s equivalent to going completely 
vegetarian. 
 

And if the NHS as a whole switched 
just one in ten inhaler prescriptions to 
dry powder inhalers it could reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions by 58 
kilotonnes. 
 

Talk to your doctor to see if you 
could make the switch! 
Please discuss carefully with your GP, 
Nurse or Consultant before changing 

medications. Dry powder inhalers are not 
suitable for everybody and maintaining your 

own health and safety is the top priority. 
 



Don’t miss 
The Spring edition of ‘the connexion’ Magazine! 
Focussed on the theme of “Doing Justice” this 
edition features members of our very own Eco 
Group!  

 
 
 

 

 
O God, 

Open our eyes that we may see the needs of others; 
Open our ears that we may hear their cries; 

Open our hearts that we may feel their anguish and their joy 
Let us not be afraid to defend the oppressed, the poor, the powerless, because of 

the anger and might of the powerful. 
Show us where love and hope and faith are needed, 

and use us to bring them to those places. 
Open our ears and eyes, our hearts and lives 

 that we may in these upcoming days 
be able to do some work of justice and peace for you.  Amen 

 
From the Presentation of the recent World Methodist Peace Award to - The Revd Dr 
Inderjit Bhogal in Sheffield. 
(He is an ex-President of the Methodist Conference and was the founder of the City 
of Sanctuary Movement). 

Barbara Hickman 
 

 

“We're not on our journey to save the world but to save ourselves. But in doing that 
you save the world. The influence of a vital person vitalizes.” 

 
 Joseph Campbell 



Platinum Jubilee Celebrations – an update 

Arrangements for celebrating the Queen’s Jubilee at SMc on 4th June are progressing.  

At the time of writing it is anticipated that participants will include: 

 Belletones – handbell ringers.  Jenny Robert – piano. 

 Graham Wigmore – organ.   Colin Clarke – baritone. 

 A singing group directed by Jonathan Robinson. 

 Kate Newton – clarinet.   

Sue Curnow – an unusual explanation. 

There is still room for more volunteers to step forward, so don’t hide your light under a 

bushel if you think you may have something to contribute – get in touch! 

As previously explained, the hours between 10am and 2pm will be divided into eight 

half-hour periods for performance purposes, and some of the participants may repeat 

their contributions during the day; I expect to produce a timetable nearer the day. 

And don’t forget that refreshments will be available towards mid-day. 

Keep an eye out for some publicity during May, probably somewhere in the Welcome 

Area. 

David Booth 

How to submit a newsletter article 

 

Method 1 – Create an A4 document in word, margins set to narrow, font arial size 14. 

 

Method 2 – Send content in an email to the newsletter team – Simon will happily sort 

all the formatting for you. 

 

Method 3 – Phone Rachel and arrange to pass on a hand written copy of your item. 

Simon is quite happy to type content into Word. 

 

The newsletter email address and my contact details can be found on page 15. Please 

feel free to contact me if you have something to share but need help. 

Rachel Clarke 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The May Newsletter was produced by Rachel and Simon Clarke. 

Items for the June Newsletter should be sent to Rachel Clarke 

 

no later than Friday 20th May 2022 

 

email: news.smc1759@gmail.com 

 

Material for consideration should be as follows: 

 

An A4 word or publisher document in Arial font size 14pt 

Please ensure you have consent for any material submitted. 

 

If you need help creating a document, please contact Rachel Clarke. 

01722 338392 
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Church Walk 

April 2022 
 


