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     Belletones 
 
              

   Celebrations at Salisbury Methodist Church 

    Light lunches  
        available 
from 12 -1.30pm 
 

 Instrumentalists  
 

Singing  

 

On           Saturday 4th June from 10am – 2pm 
 

 

Poetry 

 



Worship in June 

 

We are delighted that this month sees the restart of regular early morning 

Communion services. These will be held once a month at 8am. Paul Emerson has 

kindly agreed to coordinate breakfasts for those who wish to stay after the service or 

come early for the 10.30 service. 

 

On Sunday 12th June there will be a 3 Church service at St Thomas'. This service 

will be an opportunity to say farewell to Revds Ana and Tod Gobledale as they retire 

from their ministry with the URC. Please note the service starts at 10.15am. 

 

Sunday 5th June  10.30am Revd Anna Bishop HC 

 

Sunday 12th June 10.15am at St Thomas' 

                                  4pm Mixed Blessings    Linda Hayman/Revd Cecil King 

 

Sunday 19th June 10.30am Mrs Sue Holmes AA 

 

Sunday 26th June 10.30am Revd Jane Taylor 

 

HC     Holy Communion 

AA     All Age Worship 

 

CHYPS, our meeting for children and young people will take place every Sunday 

during the 10.30 service except for those indicated as All Age Worship. 

 

8.00 am services will not be live streamed. 

10.30am Sunday services will be live streamed.  

 

Jim Gillings  



Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
This month we are celebrating an event that has never occurred before in the whole 
history of this country – the Jubilee of a monarch who has reigned for 70 years! But 
in my view we have so much more to celebrate in Queen Elizabeth II than simply the 
length of her reign. She has a great dignity and devotion and a depth of resilience 
that is really inspirational. It is fashionable to talk about how her grandchildren are 
‘modernising’ the monarchy, but it seems to me that they are simply continuing with 
the work she has been doing for the last 70 years. Our Queen has, I believe, 
transformed the monarchy from a position of status to a position of service. 
 
Her Majesty is well known for her strong Christian faith, and it seems to me that this 
must be the source of both her immense strength and her commitment to service. Of 
course, she was brought up in the traditions of the Church of England, of which she 
was to become the Supreme Governor, and she was appointed “Defender of the 
Faith” at her Coronation, but she has always made clear that for her, Christian faith 
is more than a civic duty. As she said in her Christmas broadcast in December 
2000: ‘For me the teachings of Christ and my own personal accountability before 
God provide a framework in which I try to lead my life.’ 
 
I find it moving that the Queen should ask people to pray for her. In her first 
Christmas broadcast in 1952, Her Majesty the Queen requested: “Pray for me … 
that God may give me wisdom and strength to carry out the solemn promises I shall 
be making, and that I may faithfully serve Him and you, all the days of my life.” And 
in subsequent speeches, particularly at earlier Jubilees and during difficult times, 
she has publicly reflected on how significant the prayers of ordinary people have 
been to her, saying that they have “sustained” her. 
 
For the Queen seems sincerely to value the devotion shown by so many ordinary 
people, in ordinary lives, lived with extraordinary love, commitment and generosity; 
her own work is all about recognising and honouring the ‘unsung heroes’ in life. She 
uses her own rank and privilege to raise and respect others, especially those who 
live by the values she herself holds dear; inaugurating the General Synod of the 
Church of England in 2010, Her Majesty said, “For at the heart of our faith stands 
not a preoccupation with our own welfare and comfort but the concepts of service 
and of sacrifice as shown in the life and teachings of the one who made himself 
nothing, taking the very form of a servant.” 
 
In 2008 the Queen said: ‘I hope that, like me, you will be comforted by the example 
of Jesus of Nazareth who, often in circumstances of great adversity, managed to live 
an outgoing, unselfish and sacrificial life … He makes it clear that genuine human 
happiness and satisfaction lie more in giving than receiving; more in serving than in 
being served.’ 
 
In the 1950s, she struck up a friendship with the famous preacher, Billy Graham, 
whom she invited to preach at her private chapel every time he was in the UK; a 
friendship which lasted until his death in 2018.Her Majesty certainly seems to have 



shared Graham’s commitment to faith as a deeply personal commitment and not 
merely the fulfilment of external rituals. Graham wrote: “A true sacrament is not a 
mere creed or ordinance, or form, but it is a life of service to God and to man.” 
 
As we celebrate the Queen’s long reign, we are celebrating that true sacrament her 
friend Billy Graham described. 
 
With love, 
 
Anna. 

From the stewards 
 
In the May newsletter I mentioned that SMc now has a new team of Church 
stewards (Jim Gillings, Paul Butler, Jacqui Saunders) working alongside Anna and 
the team leaders. We meet regularly with Anna where we discuss all aspects of 
Church life but have a particular focus on our ministry both at SMc and within the 
wider community. If you have any comments, questions, or concerns please speak 
to one of us in person or we can be contacted by email at 
stewards@salisburymethodist.org.uk  
 
On May 8th it was wonderful to see a full Church at the morning service when John 
Bell was the preacher. We were blessed with good weather so we could share a 
time of fellowship in the garden with many of our visitors before the workshop in the 
afternoon. Thank you to everyone who contributed to this uplifting occasion. 
As mentioned elsewhere, the service on June 12th will be a 3 Church service held at 
St Thomas'. At this service the congregations of the three churches will have the 
opportunity to say a formal goodbye to Ana and Tod Gobledale. Ana and Tod have 
been an inspiring presence in the city, and they will be greatly missed. 
 
 Friday mornings is a time of mixed emotions as Ukrainian refugees, their hosts, 
organisers of the Ukrainian Hub, representatives of the Listening Place and 
volunteers from SMc and the wider Salisbury community meet to talk and learn from 
each other's experiences. Since the first meeting a number of host families have 
come up to me to thank the Church for hosting the event. They have expressed their 
gratitude to us for opening our doors at this difficult time. 
 

God Bless 
Jim 

 

 
I have in sincerity pledged myself to your service, as so many of you are pledged to 
mine. Throughout all my life and with all my heart I shall strive to be worthy of your 

trust.  -  Queen Elizabeth II 
 

mailto:stewards@salisburymethodist.org.uk


Pastoral News 
 

It was with great sadness that we learned of the death of Audrey Mould on 29 April, 
a longstanding and much-loved member of our church family.  She touched our lives 
with her warmth, humour, compassion and joy in life, even in the face of adversity. 
We give thanks for all that she meant to us and offer our sincere condolences to 
Brian and the family.  May she rest in peace and rise in glory. 
 

The Memorial Service to give thanks to God for the life and witness of Audrey will be 
at Salisbury Methodist Church on Wednesday 8 June at 12.30.  Brian and family 
welcome you all and invite you to take refreshments in the Hall afterwards. 
 

From Brian: Brian Mould and family thank all those who sent cards, messages or 
visited during Audrey's illness.  They have meant a great deal to us and expressed 
some wonderful feeling for a wonderful lady.  Thank you. 
 

A Service of Thanksgiving for the life of Len Parker will be held at Salisbury 
Methodist church on Saturday 11 June at 2.00 pm. Everyone is warmly invited, 
refreshments will be served after the service. 
 

We hold in our thoughts and prayers those members of our community who are 
awaiting treatment, recovering from surgery, making difficult decisions about the 
future or coming to terms with failing health. May they and those who care for them 
know the comfort and strength of God's presence. 
 

Other news of the church family 
 

We send our love and congratulations to Helen and David who have welcomed the 
safe arrival of a beautiful new grandson, a brother for Imogen.  Rebecca gave birth 
at home to Lucas William (7lb 4oz) on 3 May. 
However, on a sad note we send our condolences to David and Helen following the 
death of Mollie, David's mother, on 18 May after a short illness. 
 

Bernard Townsend's grandson, Toby, is marrying Natalie at Brown St Baptist 
Church on Saturday 4 June. at 11.am. Anyone wishing to come and watch the 
wedding is more than welcome.  We wish them a very happy day and every joy in 
their life together. 
 

We send warm happy birthday greetings to Jenny Robert who will be celebrating her 
80th Birthday on 22 June. 
 

Our love and congratulations too, go to Pauline and John Gibson as they celebrate 
their Golden Wedding Anniversary on July 1st. 
 

It is good to share church family news, so please let your Pastoral Visitor know of anything 
you wish to share with others through the Newsletter.  (Please ensure that you have 
permission from the people concerned or their relatives before sending items to Monica 
Gillings) 
 

Please contact your Pastoral Visitor or Monica Gillings (01722 743700), Sandra Gunstone 
(01722 412847) or Margaret Rutt (01722 331013) if you or someone you know would like to 
speak to a Minister.  If you would just appreciate a friendly chat, we are always here for 
you! 



The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebration at SMc 

Saturday 4th June 

“MUSICAL INTERLUDES” 

There will be a plethora of exciting entertainment and no shortage of nostalgia on 

Saturday, 4th June at SMc when a variety of local talent will perform in the Sanctuary in 

the Queen’s honour, starting at 10am with the SMc singing group directed by Jonathan 

Robinson.  It is anticipated that over the following four hours contributions will also be 

made by (not necessarily in this order):- 

The Belletones – handbells.  Colin Clarke –baritone. 

Alison Babey – soprano.  Sue Curnow – an unusual explanation. 

Jenny Robert – piano.   Kate Newton – clarinet, amusing poetry. 

Graham Wigmore – organ. 

Meanwhile a short video of the Queen’s coronation, 

and slides of her 70-year reign, will be shown on screen. 

Should you find all this excitement exhausting, treat yourself to a 

Soupy Meal with Crusty baguette, etcetera in the Hall. 

(Serving 12 noon to 1.30pm.) 

We’ll round off the day’s festivities with the Belletones ringing off the celebration for the 

day. 

AND ENTRY IS ENTIRELY FREE AND AT YOUR DISCRETION. 

So get ready, performers for   “Sound – Music – Commence !” 

 

Poetry 

                     ————— 

The next Poetry session will be held on 

 

Friday June 10th in Room 1, Topic - Flowers. 

All welcome. 

 

Seen on a shop window in High St.:- 

‘We are all different flowers but from the same garden’. 

 

Mary Mitchell. 



Our Zambia link: 

 

 The United Church of Zambia is much more led by lay people than the British 

Methodist Church is; for each ordained UCZ minister there are several thousand 

worshipping members. Yet the UCZ is a “sending church”. There are three UCZ 

ministers working in Methodist circuits in England; last month, two UCZ ministers left 

to work for the church in Jamaica. 

 A serious concern for our partner congregation – St John’s, Mtendere – has 

been a cholera outbreak in Mtendere, the first case of cholera in Zambia for several 

years. We are asked to give thanks to God that this outbreak has been contained, 

with only 4 other cases reported. And we are also asked to pray for the UCZ’s nine 

Community Health Posts in Lusaka, originally set up to treat HIV/AIDS and now 

doing great public health work in poor neighbourhoods during the COVID-19 waves. 

 The negotiations continue between the Zambian government and the lenders 

who are being paid huge amounts of Zambia’s debt. Zambia’s debt payments are 

more than health, education and social spending combined, which is an appalling 

situation for one of the World‘s poorest countries. 

One aspect of our link with the United Church of Zambia is the worship 

material they share with us. There is new material recently added on the website 

worshipwords.co.uk/zambia-praise/, a website which includes prayers and songs for 

us to use from Zambian Christians. 

 Like us here, Zambians are experiencing a steep rise in the cost of living, and 

they have fewer financial resources to cope with that than most of us have. Please 

continue to pray for and with our partners in Zambia, as they continue to pray for us. 

 

Cecil King 

 

 
John Bell Postscript 

 
It was a great joy to me to be instrumental in bringing John Bell to SMc on May 8 
and to see how many were present both for the morning service (with many more 
watching online) and also for the afternoon workshop  At Sarum College the next 
day James Woodward (Principal) likened me to a midwife - a term I rather liked!   
Sarum College generously agreed to cover all John’s expenses.  As a result, the 
SMc leadership team has kindly agreed to make a donation of £250 to the Iona 
Community for the wonderful work they do.  Thank you - and also for the support 
given by so many on the day including Jonathan, the techie team and those serving 
refreshments.  We sold a good many of the Wild Goose publications on the 
bookstall - a total of £684.  Another excellent result.   
 
For further information John will be leading a mid-week course at Ammerdown in 
Somerset from Nov 7-10, title: With the benefit of hindsight. 

Barbara Hickman 



Principles of the Christian Church 

At the General Church Meeting, Anna discussed the following principles, and 

encouraged us to think about the many ways that they are currently expressed at 

SMc. Are there any other ways that SMc could more fully embody what Church 

should be? 

1. The aim of church is not to keep on existing, but to work to bring the Kingdom of 
God into being. When the Kingdom of God is fully manifest, there will be no more 
need for the Church. It is not important that SMc or the Methodist Church 
endures; only that the Kingdom continues to grow. 

2. Church success is measured by its impact on the world, and not by Sunday 
morning attendance. Small churches may make large impacts to society, as in 
the parable of the leaven. 

3. The values we proclaim should match the way in which we live, not just 
individually but as an organisation. Our organisation should be a microcosm of 
the Kingdom, and its themes of love and justice should permeate our homes, 
families, workplaces and other activities. 

4. Sunday mornings are important only insofar as they feed discipleship and 
resource members to live Christian principles in our whole life. 

5. Church is not about being comfortable; worship should challenge as well as 
encourage us. Additionally, we are called to learn to work in church with those 
who are different from us, and we may find difficult, and not just those we are 
friends with. 

6. Young people are concerned with justice – so is God. We may think that not 
enough young people are members of SMc; speaking out on social issues may 
be a way to connect with these people, even if they never attend on a Sunday 
morning. 

7. This way of life is sustained by discipleship. It is difficult to live in this way; the 
church is needed to sustain, encourage and support each other in this 
endeavour. This includes worship, discussion, learning, prayer and contemplative 
practice. Once we find a practice which connects us with others and gives us 
strength, we need to commit to it on a regular basis. 

 

Helen Browncross 

 

"Each day is a new beginning, I know that the only way to live my life is to try to do 

what is right, to take the long view, to give of my best in all that the day brings, and to 

put my trust in God." – Queen Elizabeth II 



Five Minutes for the Planet 

 

For a change this month, will you think about trees? 

Salisbury Transition Group recently planted a large number of native trees on a 

bank behind the Five Rivers Sports Centre. 

The church leadership team discussed making a donation to the Transition Group to 

support tree planting, as a way offsetting our use of paper when we started to print 

this magazine again. However, the Transition Group said that they could access 

donated saplings and plant with minimum funds. What they really needed was 

places to plant trees. 

Have a look around. Do you know of anywhere in Salisbury, ideally accessible to the 

public and maintained by a company or public body, where trees could be planted? 

If so, please let me know. 

paul.butler@salisburymethodist.org.uk 

Action for Children Sunday 17 July 2022 

Envelopes will be available for donations on the day. 

For church members not attending church on this Sunday who would like to donate 

to Action for Children, you can either send a cheque payable to AFC and post to: 

Action for Children 

FREEPOST RTGA-TJEJ-HHCK 

3 The Boulevard 

Ascot Road 

Watford 

WD18 8AG 

 

OR 

Pay by bank transfer account number 10950149, sort code 40-02-06, reference 

Salisbury Support Group. 

Slices of cake will be available to purchase and enjoy with your coffee after the 

service. 

mailto:paul.butler@salisburymethodist.org.uk


 

Pentecost is when we, as Christians, commemorate the coming of the Holy 

Spirit. This is the ‘helper’ that Jesus promised would come to his disciples after 

he left them to go back to heaven. Pentecost Sunday is also known as 

WhitSunday or Whitsun.  It is the seventh Sunday after Easter and falls on 5 

June this year. When the Spirit came to the disciples it changed everything.  

They were filled with power and energy and this enabled them to tell everybody 

about God through Jesus, and was the start of the Christian church of which 

we are a part today.  Read how it happened in the Bible -Acts 2 in the New 

Testament. 

 
H S T P S I W B G U P S 

B O J E U T G F W Q V I 

S F L A M E C L H W I T 

U X J Y C N S A I R T B 

N O E S S P E N T E C O 

D I S C I P L E S P A V 

A L U R T D I W U L F Y 

Y O S U Q O A R N E O L 

G H T N E V E S I H U Z 

R P E N T E C O S T O A 

W U Z Y M N Z G D X D Y 

E V I D N I W Y W C U N 

Acts  Disciples  Dove  

Flame  Helper  Holy Spirit  

Jesus  Pentecost Seventh  

Sunday  Whitsun Wind  

  

  

 

 

 

 

Thank 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TThheerree''ss  aa  SSppiirriitt  iinn  tthhee  aaiirr!!  

 Pentecost Anagrams 

Sili trophy  

Stu gone  

PE contest  

Slide pics  

As windy hut  

Cats  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pentecost Anagrams Answers 

Sili trophy = Holy Spirit 

Stu gone = Tongues 

PE contest = Pentecost 

Slide pics = Disciples 

As windy hut = Whit Sunday 

Cats = Acts 

 

Dear Lord, I just want to thank you for sending your Holy Spirit, who 
came first to the Disciples and still comes today.  Help me to let the 
Spirit lead me to do the things that you want me to do and say the 
things you want me to say about Jesus, so that others may come to 
know your love.   Amen. 

Did you know that long before Pentecost became a Christian feast, it was a 

Jewish feast?  Pentecost was a harvest festival that was celebrated fifty 

days after Passover (‘pentecost’ means ‘fiftieth day’).  People from towns 

and villages would travel together to Jerusalem to offer the first fruits of the 

wheat harvest in the temple and to give thanks to God. Wasn’t that a 

perfect time for God to send the Holy Spirit to a packed Jerusalem? 

 



General Church Meeting 
 

The General Church Meeting was held on 25th April at SMc. At the meeting, the 
following points were raised, and issues discussed: 

- The Ukrainian Hub which is now based at SMc. 

- SMc is now registered as a venue for the solemnisation of same sex 

marriages. 

- The purpose of the Christian church, and how these principles might be 

expressed at SMc. 

- Valerie Liversidge was thanked for her work as Church Steward; she is now 

stepping down and will be taking on the role of managing the Ukrainian Hub. 

Jacqui Saunders was elected as a Church Steward. 

- SMc is in a good financial situation but will soon have to replace the heating 

and lighting systems. These will be large expenses, especially if an eco-

friendly system such as an air-source heat pump is installed. 

- Terry Reynolds, Dave Gilbert and Dan Bishop stood down from their roles as 

representatives from the General Church Meeting to Church Council. Sue 

Buttimer was also a representative to Church Council but, sadly, has died. 

Angela Maunder was elected as a representative to Church Council. 

Full minutes are available in the North Corridor. If you would like to be added to the 
distribution list for minutes, please contact me and I will add you. 

Helen Browncross  
 

Donations of CAKES for ‘FUN in the SUN’ on Saturday 30th July will be very 
welcome!    
Please see Linda Hayman or David Miles. Many thanks. 
 



Summer Celebration 2022 Concert Promotion 
 

 

New Sarum Singers  
U n l o c k i n g  M u s i c  

 
 
 

THE NEW SARUM SINGERS 

Present 

 
 

“Summer Celebration” 

 

The New Sarum Singers are celebrating the 70th anniversary of 
the Queen’s accession to the throne, with a performance of well-
known songs from around the four UK nations plus arrangements 
from three popular West End shows. It will be a real family 
entertainment and a delightful way to spend a summer’s evening. 
It’s free and in support of Salisbury Hospice charity, so why not 
join us for a musical treat. 
 
 

Musical Director: Sara-Lois Cunningham 

Accompanist: Mary Douglas 

Narrator: Andy Bell 

 

Saturday 9th July 2019 at 7:30 p.m. At Bemerton Methodist 
Church, Roman Road, Salisbury, SP2 9BH 

 
Free Admission and Parking with a retiring collection in aid of 
the Salisbury Hospice (Registered Charity 1123314) 

Free refreshments will be served during the interval 

For more information visit 
https://newsarumsingers.wordpress.com/   

 

https://newsarumsingers.wordpress.com/


Fairtrade Shop 

 

The Summer catalogue will be arriving soon, and an online preview has revealed 

that a new range of 'Classic Biscuits for all the family' is coming soon - Ginger 

Snaps, Salted Caramel and Butter Shortbread - so we will get some of these in to try 

when they become available.  Dark Muscovado sugar is also back, which will please 

one of our regular customers who enjoys it on his porridge, though that may be 

more for the winter months!  Other items which come highly recommended are the 

peanut butter and also the buttermints, which one of our team keeps in the car as a 

handy treat.   

There will unfortunately be some price increases as new stock comes in - both types 

of Muesli and also the delicious Zaytoun dates will increase by 20p, and Granola by 

10p.  We now have a new Treasurer's bank account with Lloyds Bank, so please 

make any cheques payable to Fairtrade Shop in future, many thanks. 

Shop takings for the last 4 weeks amounted to approximately £470 and the May 

Cathedral Stall £348.85. Thank you so much for your continuing support. 

Monica Gillings   

 

Pentecost from Salisbury 

Cathedral May 2022 

 

Bernard meets a meerkat 

 



Church Office 01722 322755   

  email: admin@salisburymethodist.org.uk 

The office is situated on the first floor and is usually open between 9.30 am & 12.00 

noon, Monday – Friday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The June Newsletter was produced by Rachel and Simon Clarke. 

 
Items for the July/August Newsletter should be sent to Rachel Clarke 

no later than Friday 17th June 2022 

 

email: news.smc1759@gmail.com 

 
Material for consideration should be as follows: 

An A4 word or publisher document in Arial font size 14pt 

Please ensure you have consent for any material submitted. 

If you need help creating a document, please contact Rachel Clarke. 

01722 338392 
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Methodist Women in Britain 

Southampton District 

Thursday 16th June 2022Thursday 16th June 2022  

Romsey Methodist Church  Romsey Methodist Church    

The Hundred SO51 8BZThe Hundred SO51 8BZ   
10.00 for 10.30am to 3.30pm10.00 for 10.30am to 3.30pm  

Refreshments             Donation 

Bring your own lunch 

Prayer Station
Prayer Station
Prayer Station   

Walk this Walk this Walk this 

WayWayWay   

Bible Study
Bible Study
Bible Study   

Pilgrimage WalkPilgrimage WalkPilgrimage Walk   


